
CONNECTIONS 

In an early morning conversation on Jesuit Higher Education, as usually    

happens at the breakfast table of the Jesuit community missioned in      

Adampan, a village that even the angels dare to frequent due to its               

remoteness and poverty, a question was raised: are we serious about Jesuit 

Higher Education? The question resonates with Brendan Busse, S.J at The   

Jesuit Post who wonders:  

What are we doing here, and why? I think it is a question worth asking 

– in education and in life – and answering it frankly and honestly is  

important. As Jesuits, we need safe spaces to ask such questions       

because, ironically, we cannot be safe in the commitments our answers 

suggest. We have to risk everything on our answers. We have to be 

true – to ourselves, to others, and to the God we choose to worship. So 

what exactly are we doing in higher education, and why? 

 

The purpose of this short reflection is to enter into an active dialogue with 

the Jesuit Province of Sri Lanka and others concerned, and the primary aim of 

the dialogue is to make use of the experience of ours at our Community 

Learning Centers in formulating a new Higher Education policy for the   

country as well as for the province.  

 

The greatest challenge in the 21st century for Higher Education is the      

recognition of relevance. By relevance, we mean the need to adapt to the    

immediate needs of the job market. This, in other words, means that the 

Higher Education Initiatives should produce an employable graduate.  

  

Not that long ago, organizations might have expected these capabilities only 

from their more senior leadership hires. This is one of the more profound 

changes in the contemporary world of work: employers need leadership    

abilities, advanced conceptual skills, technology-enhanced learning, and high

-value professional capabilities from all college/university-prepared hires and 

not just from a few. 
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As one considers the challenges that higher education faces today in educating the talent 

workforce across the globe to ensure the viability of economic future, one need to push 

oneself even further. One need to look at the wider range of options and  possibilities, pay-

ing particular attention to social justice, sustainability, and our shared global community. 

We also need to increase our agility in ways that expand access to and use of the core 

strengths of our traditions: teaching, learning, scholarship, creative work, research, and 

the ability to transform lives.  

 

In this context, Higher Education could be defined as a public service. Higher Education 

can also be defined as one, which contributes to cultural, economic and social                 

development within the context of pluralism and cultural diversity. It is accepted that 

Higher Education, in any given society, developed or developing, has to play a role in the 

production and transmission of knowledge.  

 

In order to ensure full recognition of the role of Higher Education for social and economic 

development, certain vital considerations are necessary; two of the basic considerations 

are: (1) the need for institutional autonomy and (2) academic freedom. Sri Lankan          

education system, due to the dominance of the traditional disciplines, still believe in   

compartmentalization of subjects, and this academic culture must undergo a               

transformation. It is here in this context that we need to look at the relevance of             

inter-disciplinary studies and multi-disciplinary studies. This is very much of a fashionable 

thing in the modern University whereas compartmentalization was made in the 19th and 

20th century.  

 

When the pioneering Jesuits left Rome for Messina, Sicily, to find a new college there in 

1548, the first Jesuit venture into education, they were entering a foreign land. Messina was 

in the Kingdom of Sicily, though its king was Charles II of Spain. A united Italy was       

centuries away. Jesuit education has been international since the very beginning, but the 

schools were not. They were rooted in a place and brought their broad vision and          

curriculum to a very specific culture and context. Globalization was centuries away.    

Globalization is with us now. It dominates media – social or otherwise.  The task need 

skilled thinkers, sharpened administrators, people with passion for Education and         

Empowerment. People, who could dedicated themselves fully, not part time, in front of 

the enormousness of the task. Finance, Operational and Material resources and criteria, 

are secondary. The priority should be to ask the hard question - to serve those at the    

margins. To Educate, Empower and Transform who gasp for life at the abject of human 

limitations. If not, what is the purpose of Jesuit Higher Education?   

ARE WE SERIOUS ABOUT IT? 

Roy Fernando SJ 

Country Director  
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 Total student intake at different locations for  

Academic & Professional Courses  

Student Statistics– April 2018 

 Student intake  

for different Academic & Professional courses across  

Loyola Campus & JWL– Sri Lanka 
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 Teacher Training in Kandy, Sri Lanka 

Loyola Campus- Sri Lanka organized a       

three-day training programme for the           

Facilitators across seven Loyola Campuses 

from  4-7 May 2018. The Facilitator Training            

programme was in Fatima Retreat House,   

Kandy. Twenty-Four Facilitators who are      

involved in English and Computer classes, two 

Directors from Vavuniya and Hatton as well as 

two more staff from the Centre for Social   

Concern, Hatton took part in the training   

programme.  

 

The training programme had three main      

sessions. The first session was entirely          

dedicated for an introspective look at the    

current state of our engagement as teachers in 

three main dimensions. They are namely     

Personal Perspective, Group Perspective and 

the Institutional Perspective. The main area of 

discussion was in becoming affective teachers 

through the engagement of Loyola Campus. 

The first session was conducted by Thiranjala 

Weerasinghe, the Manager for Academic and 

Financial Operations of Loyola Campus- Sri 

Lanka. The second session conducted by        

Dr Susanna Ablewhite, the Manager of Global 

English Language (GEL) programme of JWL 

provided an introduction into the engagement 

of JWL and specially about the GEL              

programme. Rev Fr Peter Ballais SJ, the          

Executive President of JWL also addressed the 

Facilitators. The third session which lasted for 

a comlete two-days was on mastering the skill 

of non-violent communication, an art of       

human communication that sustains and 

strengthens relationships and better forms of 

communication. The session was conducted by 

Rev Fr Anthony Pillai SJ.  

 

The training programme has provided the 

teachers an opportunity to refresh themselves 

and learn new skills and techniques that will 

help them     personally and in their classroom                   

engagements. The bond between facilitators 

coming from different Centre was also 

strengthened providing a way forward to work 

together.  

 

Course End Exams  

The course end exams for the batch of students who started their studies in January 2018 was 

conducted in different Centres of Loyola Campus during the last week of April 2018. The     

exams mark the completion of the course . Most of the students have already begun their     

Advanced Level studies in their respective schools.  

 

Despite the completion of the course, the students desire to maintain their relationship with 

Loyola Campus and come back whenever possible. In some Centres a special programme is 

underway to help the Advanced Level students with their school English syllabus.  These   

special classes that will be conducted during the entire two-year period of Advanced Level 

studies will continually refresh the language skills that they have acquired during the last four 

months.  
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Thiranjala Weerasinghe, Manager for Academic Opera-

tions, Loyola Campus– Sri Lanka conducting a session.  

Roy Fernando SJ, the Country Director of Loyola Campus

– Sri Lanka welcoming the teachers to the Programme.  

Teachers interacting with JWL representatives through 

Zoom conferencing.  

Anthony Pillai SJ conducting a session on non-violent 

communication (NVC).  

Course end exams 

underway at Loyola 

Campus– Trincoma-

lee.  
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It is definitely a joy to see the students who 

had been a part of Loyola Campus- Mannar 

from January to April completing their 

course and the visible improvement in their 

academic performance and personality      

development.  

 

The certificate awarding ceremony for the 

students who have completed their courses 

during September to December 2017 was held 

on 21 April 2018 at Loyola Campus- Mannar 

Hall. Most Rev Dr Emmanuel Fernando, the 

Bishop of Mannar was the Chief Guest of the 

Ceremony. Students, parents, religious, 

priests and well-wishers took part in the 

graduation function. The students presented 

a number of programmes such as a skit, song, 

speech, poem recitation etc. The Bishop of 

Mannar was highly taken up by the fluency of 

students in English language.  

 

Students who are belonging to January-April 

18 batch had their tour on 23 April 2018. The 

students visited Sigiriya and Mihintale. It was 

a time to enjoy the companionship and      

together share with one another the joys and 

the richness of oneself. The tour marked the 

end of the academic programme.  

 

The exams were conducted from 25-28 April 

2018 in different batches. The students who 

followed courses on English and Computer 

had written, practical and oral exams    

scheduled during this period. Exams for the 

JWL GEL programme and other Loyola   

Campus exams are specifically designed to 

measure the level of skill acquisition of     

students and not how much they could 

memorize in a given time. This has given the 

students a fair chance of performing well 

during the exams.  
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The month of April has 

brought in fresh energy with 

Easter and New Year. This 

time also has provided the 

staff for respite during a busy 

month of operation.  

 

After Easter Sunday, the   

campus started functioning 

regularly. During the second 

week of April students were         

encouraged to write articles 

on Ecology and Religion, the 

theme selected for the     

forthcoming issue of Loyola 

Campus magazine.  

 

A staff meeting was held on 

9th April 2018. Some of the  

important issues taken up for 

consideration were the        

diploma course, preparation 

work of Loyola Campus       

inventory, students’ data 

sheet, fixing a date for the   

final exam, planning for the 

next intake, and so on. We 

had also discussed about  

practical hours that the      

students have to complete  

before their sit for the final 

exam.  

 

As part of practical work of 

the students, the Intermediate 

students made PowerPoint 

presentations in groups on 21 

April.  The topics were limited 

to Vavuniya district. The main 

purpose was to create      

awareness among the          

students on the conditions of 

the area they live.  

 

However, Pre-Intermediate 

students were given selected 

topics from their course book 

to make it rather easy for 

them. They also had their 

presentations on the same 

day. Whereas, Elementary 

students covered their        

practical hours through  

teaching children at Loyola 

Campus and those in the 

neighborhoods they live.  
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The month of April was marked with many 

celebrations. The first day of the month was 

the Easter for the Christians and on the 14 

April was the Sinhala and Tamil New year. 

The beauty of these celebrations manifest 

that the multi-ethnic, multi-religious and 

multi-language background that necessarily 

demands one another to respect others.  

 

Loyola Campus- Puthukkudiyiruppu having 

journeyed with the students for the last three 

months is eager to administer the final exams 

that marks the end of the course for students 

who have started their programme in January 

2018. The four-month period has been      

definitely a learning experience for both the 

students and the institution. The certificate 

courses on English and Computer has offered 

a number of opportunities for those in and 

around Puthukkudiyiruppu. These types of 

short courses are able to sharply increase the 

skill level of students and their crucial     

competencies in moving ahead with their 

lives.  

 

The exams were held on 25 April. All the   

students took part in the exams with much     

enthusiasm. The students are also quite eager 

to receive their marks and certificates in the 

near future. They hope that together with the 

skills that they have acquired, the certificates 

that they receive will bring them better      

opportunities in the future.  

 

At the moment the Centre has taken          

initiative in admitting students for the next 

batch from May to August which is generally 

a lean period. The Centre takes all the effort 

to make the services offered at                          

Puthukkudiyiruppu better know in the        

villages in and around Puthukkudiyiruppu.   
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Life is lived not in time but 

in each moment that we 

are alive. This idea is quite 

true when we think about 

the moments that the   

Centre had been a part of 

the journey of students 

who are completing their 

courses in April 2018.  

 

Abraham Jesus, known to 

the Staff and students of 

Trincomalee as AJ         

completed his term as a 

volunteer staff and          

returned back to the USA. 

He was part of Loyola   

Campus- Trincomalee from 

January 2018. The staff    

arranged a function to    

express gratitude for his 

contribution and service.  

The students who follow 

the course Computer      

Application Assistant has 

acquired the necessary 

skills related to the areas of 

study to the satisfaction of 

the Centre. They have  

completed their project as 

well as the practical works 

demanded during the 

course.  

 

A personality development 

workshop was conducted 

by CPPHR for the benefit 

of Loyola Campus-       

Trincomalee students on 

the theme of ‘Goal Setting’. 

Moreover, a number of 

other activities like group 

tasks, and a presentation 

based on leadership        

development was part of 

the programme.  

 

The third week of April was 

fully dedicated for the     

revision and preparation of 

the final exams. The       

students eagerly awaited 

the exams which were  

conducted during the final 

week of April.  

 

A student tour to Kandy 

was organized on 27 April 

2018. The students visited 

the dam, botanical garden 

and several other             

important and famous 

places in Kandy. The       

students and staff enjoyed 

the day.  

 



 Loyola Campus- Hatton moves ahead in      

attempting to serve the most needed groups 

of people in and around Hatton. To this end, 

the Centre has taken a number of initiatives.  

 

The Certificate Awarding ceremony of the 

first bath of students from Loyola              

Campus- Hatton was held on 11 April 2018.   

Mr Siva Rajendren, the President, College of 

Education, Batticaloa was the Chief Guest. Fr. 

Dexter Gray SJ, the Provincial of the Sri 

Lankan Jesuit Province was the Guest of   

Honour. The students skillfully performed all 

the speeches, songs and plays in English.  The 

starter students acted a wonderful English 

drama about the pros and cons of modern 

technology. Sr Maiondika worked hard to 

train the students. The students of Abbotsligh 

School  performed a short skit on ecology and 

it was trained by Ms. Sindhuja, the English 

Facilitator.  

Thirty-seven students of starter level and   

seventeen of Elementary level wrote the final 

exam on 27th April. Earlier on 25th and 26th 

they wrote their computer exams.                

Unfortunately some of them could not     

complete their exam due to their carelessness.  

 

Eleven students sat for their NVQ final        

examination on 29 March 2018. TVEC issued 

18 NVQ certificates and the students received 

them on the Graduation day. Forty students 

who follow English courses at present, had 

also applied for NVQ Exam. Only 32 of them 

were selected to appear for the exam. TVEC 

has been requested to conduct the exam for 

the second batch students in May 2018. The 

delay in conducing computer exam by the 

TVEC affects both attendance and result of 

the exam.  
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Loyola campus-JWL programme in Batticaloa 

is an attempt to educate, empower and trans-

form the students in and around Batticaloa. 

The Centre hopes to elevate both the level of 

students’ academic performance and their 

quality of life by providing better opportunities 

in higher education.  

 

Regular staff meetings held during 5th, 12th and 

25th April provide a useful platform to discuss 

the important issues of the Centre. While it is 

a time for introspection, it also provides time 

to plan ahead and provide better educational 

opportunities for the students. The Facilitators 

are quite eager to discuss a number of       

problems, challenges, ideas related to the daily 

functioning of the Centre.  

 

The third week of April was entirely dedicated 

for the exam preparation of students. The final 

exam for the students who were under the GEL 

programme of JWL was held on 19 April 2018. 

All the students participated in the exam with 

more enthusiasm.  

 

The students had a one-day tour to Kalkudah- 

Pasikudah on 24 April. Most of the students 

were part of the tour. Both the students and 

staff of Loyola Campus- Batticaloa really       

enjoyed the day out with their peers and  

teachers. The day has brought in a number of 

memories and refreshing moments that will 

last with each one for a very long time.  

 

Having completed the course, the Centre also 

conducted a student evaluation. The students 

expressed their pleasure in being a part of  

Loyola Campus- Batticaloa and around 40 of 

them have expressed their desire to be a part 

of Loyola Campus classes.  



The first bath of Loyola Campus– Mullaitivu com-

pleted their certificate course in English by the end 

of April. They had studied at the Centre for a    

period of three months.  

 

The improvement in English language students 

who have been a part of Mullaitivu classes is very 

minimal. This is quite understandable as the op-

portunities that these students had in initial years 

for a solid foundation in learning English language 

is unsatisfactory. Due to war and a number of so-

cio-economic challenges the area has been devas-

tated and people desperately look forward to ave-

nues in rebuilding their lives. It is at this juncture 

that Loyola Campus– Mullaitivu hopes to make a 

substantial contribution in the development of the 

people and their skills in better adjusting to the 

challenges today.  

 

The fear of English and the traditional prejudices 

that has been handed over from one generation to 

another is also a major cause of the reluctance that 

the Facilitators had witnessed in students. Even 

before they  try  mastering the language, many give 

up and never attempt again. It is this fear and the 

prejudices that Loyola Campus hopes to break in 

the classroom providing them with freedom and a 

space to grow and develop.  

 

The classes for children on music and dance con-

tinue without any disruption. Students regularly 

participate in these classes with much enthusiasm. 

It is a joy to see the parents taking great interest in 

educating their children in these crucial areas that 

will help their children to develop their personality 

and self confidence.  

 

Computer classes for students have not begun as 

of yet due to a number of constraints. A number 

of repair works are needed for the Centre to be 

able to better accommodate the students who 

come for different programmes.  
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 Certificate Awarding Ceremony  
 Loyola Campus– Mannar 

 21 April 2018 

A cultural welcome at the entrance to the Hall.  

Ms Thinushkka and Mr Sam, the Masters of the        

Ceremony.  

Most Rev Dr Emmanual Fernando, the Bishop of Man-

nar being welcomed.  A student receiving certificates from Roy Fernando SJ, 

the Country Director of Loyola Campus– Sri Lanka. 

A group of students 

who had received  

certificates.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


