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Today, Sri Lanka faces a great challenge 

with limited higher educated human    

capital unable to meet the demands of the 

market. According to the population   

census 2012, only 4 percent of the age 25 

years and above population have degree-

level qualifications. This is mainly due to 

the higher education system catering only 

to a very small proportion of the        

population of the country.  

 

University intake has become               

progressively more competitive through-

out the years due to the limited number 

of placements available. Of the 149,489 

students who were eligible for university 

entrance from the A-level 2014/2015, 

only 17 percent were admitted to state 

universities due to limited placements in 

the  s ta te - funded un ive r s i t i e s .              

Consequently, each year, about 120,000 

students who qualify for university      

admission have to abandon their         

ambitions to enter a university. Moreover, 

many students who pass out from       

international schools with Edexel or    

International Baccalaureate or any other 

equivalent qualification are not able to 

find a place in local universities. 

 

Annually, around 12,000 Sri Lankan    

students are estimated to go overseas for 

higher education opportunities. The drain 

on foreign exchange is estimated at US $ 

50 million per annum. Those who cannot 

afford overseas education have been   

increasingly looking at the domestic   

market for alternative options.  

 

Recently, Prof. Sunethra Weerakoon, a 

retiring Professor of the University of Sri 

Jayewardenepura, highlighted the        

following facts in regard to the quality of 

state universities: (a) incompetence and 

collusion among management personnel 

and academic staff; (b) lethargy of       

university administration and lapses in 

strategic management oversight; (c) poor 

motivation in regard to academic         

curiosity or scholarly achievements;      

(d) politicization and so on, and strongly 

recommended an independent body for 

monitoring state universities. What      

appears is that while universities in Sri 

Lanka have the convention of strong 

classroom teaching, when it comes to  

research and creativity too little is being 

carried out to help Sri Lanka shape its 

economic, social and scientific policies. 

 

To fill this gap, many non-state actors 

have come into the field of higher       

education. Various private sector degree-

awarding institutions have sprung up 

across the country to cater to the rising 

demand for higher education. The       

expansion of higher education opportuni-

ties in Sri Lanka via non-state actors have 
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enabled many students, some of whom would   

otherwise have studied abroad, to graduate locally 

at a considerably lower cost and saving foreign   

exchange. However, the importance of non-state 

actors in higher education is seen unfavorable to 

existing university education system. The           

perception on private HEIs is very much           

influenced by social class and past politics of the 

country too. It ranges from the perceptions of rich 

having free access to education, exacerbating the 

income disparity leading to inequitable access to 

higher education, turning education into a 

‘commodity’ and so on. Fuel to these perceptions is 

added by opportunistic politicians and student 

groups affiliated to various political parties. 

 

What we need today is an alternative voice and  

institution in this country that can instill not just 

the passion for education but for knowledge and a 

thirst for ‘Shared Global Learning’.  The rapid   

development of technology has spread mobile 

learning courses all over the world. Libraries are 

getting less relevant as bulk of the required        

references can be obtained online for studying. 

Thus, there is a need to recognize that Sri Lanka 

needs to see the active participation of non-state 

actors in higher education positively. The concerns 

that the stakeholders have in regard to quality of 

education services is the key challenge that needs to 

be addressed. It is not an insurmountable challenge. 

With the necessary dialogue and political will, the 

challenge could be met easily like most other      

developing countries have done. With meeting this 

challenge, Sri Lanka could move to greater heights 

in higher education and accomplish many other 

economic goals in its progress towards a           

middle-income country.  

 

For this to happen, what we need to change, over 

and above, is the mind-set of the people of this 

country. For long years, Sri Lanka nurtured a     

welfare state that was inherited from the British 

rule. This welfare state led many stakeholders to 

consider free education as an entitlement for     

everyone. But as the state failed to provide free  

education to all those who qualified for higher   

education, the debate shifted from ‘free education’ 

to ‘freedom of education’. Freedom of education is 

a constitutional and a fundamental right of every 

citizen of the country. In that context, every citizen 

had a right to education. However, many        

stakeholders in this country have failed to come to 

terms with the concept of ‘Freedom of education’ 

and ‘Right to education’. Whatever the argument is, 

LC-JWL believes in the Vidya adi dana – ‘The Gift 

of Knowledge’ as the Gift par-excellence. AMDG. 

 Roy Fernando SJ 

Country Director  

 

A group of   

students from 

Loyola Cam-

pus, Vavuniya 

singing ‘Heal 

the World’, 

during the 

graduation 

function held 

on 24 March 

2018. 
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 Total student intake at different locations for  

Academic & Professional Courses  
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The Centre remains alive with the enthusiasm of 

students throughout the day and it creates a 

healthy momentum. Having around 100 students 

who regularly come to the Centre for classes in 

English and Computer, there is a tremendous spir-

it of life and youthful energy. This energy pushes 

the Centre and the staff to dedicate their time and 

energy in creating effective strategies to engage 

with the students who come to the Centre.  

 

The month has been an important one for a num-

ber of reasons. First and foremost, after the end of 

practical exams of the post O/L students by the 

end of February, the students are more settled for 

the last two months of their studies at Loyola 

Campus. There was also a major reshuffle of clas-

ses in a particular batch taking into consideration 

of their performance and the improvement.  

 

On 1 March the students and the facilitators bid 

farewell to Sr Britta Müller-Schauenburg from the 

Congregation of Jesus, Germany. She was part of 

Loyola Campus- Mannar for a period of two 

months and had rendered a dedicated service in 

educating the students and guiding them.  

 

The Students completed the online Cambridge 

English Placement Tests. This is part of the Glob-

al English Programme offered by JWL. The con-

tinual support and assistance form JWL has made 

the experience of the students who follow GEL 

programme a success.  

 

A team of inspectors form the Tertiary Vocational 

Education Commission visited Loyola Campus- 

Mannar for the evaluation of the application sub-

mitted for registration of the Centre and the ability 

to offer courses in English (Diploma and Certifi-

cate) and Computer. The Centre hopes to receive 

the official registration by April 2018.  

 

The Diploma in English course continues to pro-

gress. The students are introduced to gradually 

complex areas of English language that they are 

expected to master as they progress through the 

course.  
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The month of February was in-

deed a busy and a fruitful month 

for Loyola Campus, Vavuniya for 

a number of reasons. The month 

of March was marked by a num-

ber of classroom activities initiat-

ed by the Facilitators in order to 

enhance the level of knowledge of 

students. A number of students 

who were identified to be weak in 

skill areas they are expected to 

master was given extra attention 

and assistance.  

 

Loyola Campus welcomed the 

arrival of Fr Dilan Perera, SJ, the 

latest addition to Loyola Campus, 

Vavuniya team. After a process of 

gradual familiarization, Fr Dilan 

Perera, SJ is expected to take over 

as the Director of Loyola Cam-

pus, Vavuniya from the month of 

May 2018.  

 

A parents’ meeting for the Janu-

ary-April 2018 batch was orga-

nized on 10 March. Around 40 

parents attended the meeting that 

proved to be fruitful for the insti-

tution. The parents expressed 

pleasure and joy in the manner in 

which their children have pro-

gressed in their use of English 

language. Moreover, the eagerness 

of their children to attend classes 

at Loyola Campus regularly was 

highlighted. Some parents had 

shared their surprise seeing how 

the students engaged with the Fa-

cilitators of Loyola Campus.  

On 24 March around 90 students 

who completed their courses in 

English, Computer and Sinhala 

during the period May to Decem-

ber 2017 received their certifi-

cates.  Prof Anton Emmanuel S 

Patrick, The Senior Lecturer of 

Bio-Science Department, Faculty 

of Applied Science, Vavuniya 

Campus, Jaffna University was 

the Chief Guest. The students 

from the current batch performed 

a number of programmes to en-

tertain the guests, parents and the 

students who were receiving the 

certificates.  

 

The classes continue with much 

satisfaction and visible progress 

on the part of students.  
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Every month dawns with a new 

set of experiences that Loyola 

Campus-Puthukkudiyiruppu 

enriches. These experiences 

guide the Centre to move for-

ward and continually search for 

new strategies in reaching out to 

those who deserve the service 

of Loyola Campus the most. 

They are the ones who moti-

vates and keeps the Centre go-

ing.  

 

Both English and Computer 

classes are conducted regularly. 

One of the most important 

events or developments the cen-

ter witnessed in the month of 

March was the progress tests 

that helped the Facilitators to 

better understand the progress 

of students. After having com-

pleted a number of units in the 

textbook, the Centre decided to 

conduct the placement tests.  

 

The test consisted of four parts 

namely, written, spoken, reading 

and listening. The evaluation 

showed the need of some stu-

dents to pay more attention to 

the skills of writing and speak-

ing. 

 

The students had an opportuni-

ty to visit one of JRSS run pre-

schools to teach some English 

action songs to the children. It 

was a wonderful experience to 

both the children of the pre-

school as well to the students of 

Loyola Campus. This was the 

first time where a group of Loy-

ola Campus students were in-

volved in teaching English to 

the JRSS run pre-schools. In 

future the center dreams of ex-

tending its services to other 

places, especially where students 

do not receive much attention. 

Such engagements are expected 

to broaden the worldview of 

students and encourage them to 

think about the society as well.  
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Each day is a blessing from 

God. When everything seems 

falling apart, that’s when God 

really puts things together just 

the way He wants it. We should 

never forget the goodness of 

Him. Loyola Campus- Trinco-

malee continually experiences 

this goodness and it has been 

true during the month of 

March.  

 

After a busy month during 

February, the Centre started a 

new month with hope and   

satisfaction that brought several 

changes to the campus. The 

regular meetings and the    

feedbacks from Facilitators 

have helped the Centre to       

re-think  on several strategies in 

making them more useful for 

the students. The Centre will 

continually evaluate these    

initiatives to check their       

effectiveness. In order to make 

classes more interesting and 

easy for the students the facili-

tators started using many new 

methods that could help the 

students to grasp the content 

quickly. This has helped to im-

prove the language skill of the 

students.  

 

Many new ideas to bridge the 

gap between the students and 

the facilitators were laid down. 

One of such initiatives was the 

reopening of the canteen which 

was welcomed by all the stu-

dents. While it offers eatable 

items and cool drinks for a rea-

sonable price, it becomes easily 

accessible for the students. The 

second was to provide the stu-

dents, especially the boys the 

opportunity for sports within 

the Campus in the evening. 

The facilities for a game of bas-

ketball and badminton is availa-

ble for the students who fre-

quent the Campus in the even-

ing.  

 

Friendly staffs and supportive 

students make the campus a 

unique engagement. It has defi-

nitely helped the Centre to 

grow. During the month Facili-

tators too were expected to 

complete the online Cambridge 

English LinguaSkill Test as a 

requirement from JWL. It was 

definitely a new experience for 

the Facilitators.  



 
Loyola Campus– Hatton is 

blessed with a group of enthu-

siastic and energetic students in 

the Centre and in the estate 

schools where English course 

is offered. The eagerness and 

their dedication continually 

motivates the Centre to ven-

ture into more areas in serving 

the students who desire  to be 

educated. 

  

Women’s day at the Centre 

started with the video clips of 

Ms Michelle Obama’s address 

during the international wom-

en’s day in 2012 and the mes-

sage of the UN Secretary Gen-

eral on the international wom-

en’s day in 2018.  

 

The elementary class female 

students shared their thoughts 

on what the international wom-

en’s day personally meant to 

them. And the male students 

took an oath that they would 

respect women and support 

the cause of women along with 

their female colleagues. Sr. Ma-

iontika, FMM, who is teaching 

English to the students as a 

temporary staff coached a skit 

on women issues. Other staff 

trained a few other students to 

prepare a programme for 

Women’s Day celebration on 

8th.   

 

Loyola Campus- Hatton organ-

ised a parents’ meeting which 

was attended by around 50 par-

ents. Ms Sindhuja, the English 

Facilitator moderated the meet-

ing. The students arranged the 

programme. All the students 

performed on stage in English. 

Fr. Premkumar shared the aim, 

activities and the history of 

Loyola Campus and CSC with 

the parents through a Power-

Point presentation. Ms. Yo-

githa, the administrator of the 

Centre for Social Concern fa-

cilitated the interaction of the 

parents. Some of the parents 

expressed their joy about the 

work of Loyola Campus.  

 

The staff felt the need to have 

regular training to enhance 

their capacity in teaching. 

Three English Facilitators had 

the training on 15 March 2018. 

Each Facilitator presented one 

lesson from the text book and 

others gave feedback. It was 

more of mutual learning.  
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The Global English Programme offered through the 

partnership of Loyola campus-JWL is a new dimen-

sion to the education opportunities in Sri Lanka. 

Having expanded the operation to Batticaloa, the 

campus has given a great opportunity for the stu-

dents to learn not only English but also other areas 

of great value for students. It has laid a platform for 

self-development. Student and their parents feel 

quite happy about the opportunities opened up with 

the establishment of Loyola Campus in Batticaloa. 

They hope that many more areas of academic stud-

ies could be available through Loyola Campus.  

 

The formal inauguration of Loyola Campus- Battica-

loa was held on 10 March 2018. The Chief Guest of 

the programme was Fr Dexter Gray, SJ, the Provin-

cial Superior of Sri Lanka Jesuit Province and Paki-

stan mission. Fr Milroy Fernando, SJ, the Country 

Director for Loyola Campus-JWL, Sri Lanka graced 

the occasion. Jesuits from Batticaloa, diocesan 

Priests, nuns and the principals of nearby schools 

were present to encourage the students of Loyola 

Campus Batticaloa. 

 

The monthly staff meeting was held on 14 March. It 

provided a good opportunity to brainstorm a num-

ber of issues and challenges that the Campus faces. 

Such meetings generate solutions that a single per-

son might not be able to easily provide. The month-

ly exam for students was held on 23 March. The ex-

am was a crucial part of improving the academic 

performances of the students studying at Loyola 

Campus- Batticaloa. 

 

A personality development programme was con-

ducted for both the Elementary and Pre-

Intermediate level students by Fr Sahayanathan, SJ 

with the support of the Director and the staffs. The 

students were given training and new ideas for the 

development of interpersonal communication skills 

through this programme.  



Loyola Campus- Mullaitivu continues to accom-

pany the students who come to learn different 

skills such as English, music and dance. While Fr 

George Torkes, SJ contninues regular English 

classes under the Global English Programme of 

JWL, classes on music and dance are provided 

through the assistance of two part-time facilita-

tors. There is enthusiasm and eagerness among 

the students that provide impetus to Loyola   

Campus’ mission in Mullaitivu.  

 

It is a joy to see the effort that each student takes 

in mastering a particular skill in class. The pa-

tience that is required and the concentration that 

they harness through the exercises in the class and 

outside the class definitely will help the students 

to grow individually and as a group.  Having com-

pleted a month of English course, the students 

show improvement in a number of areas. Howev-

er, the Facilitator has identified a number of other 

areas that need more attention during the classes.  

The Global English programme of JWL has been 

designed with the aid of Cambridge English text 

book ‘English Unlimited’ to provide a different 

experience of learning English. While it introduc-

es the students to new subject areas in a non-

hostile manner, the students are introduced to 

new patterns of thinking, beliefs, culture that can 

enrich one’s own. This exercise of gazing beyond 

one’s own horizon while being rooted firmly in a 

particular socio-cultural experience will definitely 

add value to the mission in Mullaitivu.  

 

Having being located in the town itself, Loyola 

Campus- Mullaitivu is more accessible for many 

students who are in and around. This makes the 

Centre more accessible for a number of students 

who might not be able to travel to Puthuk-

kudiyiruppu, where another Loyola Campus is 

located.   
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The Visit of  JCSA Member to Mannar 

The Provincial Superiors and the representatives from the Jesuit Conference of South Asia visited  

Loyola Campus Mannar on 22 February 2018. Fr George Pattery, SJ, the President of the Jesuit     

Conference of South Asia accompanied the Provincial Superiors and representatives from different 

Jesuit Provinces and regions coming under JCSA. The students of Loyola Campus– Mannar warmly 

welcomed the group with a short cultural programme followed by lunch arranged at the canteen of 

Loyola Campus– Mannar.  

Members of JCSA arriving at Loyola Campus A welcome dance performed by the students  

The gathering of JCSA members and students Fr Raj Irudaya, SJ, addressing the gathering  

JCSA members enjoying their lunch Students entertaining the gathering with a song  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


