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In the month of February, Loyola Cam-

pus (LC) – Jesuit Worldwide Learning 

(JWL), was graced by the visit of Fr Artu-

ro Sosa, SJ, Superior General of Society 

of Jesus.  He visited, LC-JWL Vavuniya 

and was the Chief Guest at the Gradua-

tion ceremony organised by LC-JWL 

Trincomalee. Fr. General delivered a 

speech to the students, well-wishers and 

to the staff of LC-JWL, Sri Lanka. During 

his keynote address, he stressed upon the          

complexity of Sri Lanka and highlighted 

the mission of LC-JWL to Educate, Em-

power and to Transform the youth of Sri 

Lanka. The core of his message was 

‘Reconciliation’.  

 

Sri Lanka’s reconciliation and nation-

building process, however appears, is a 

farce and the state-building process a fail-

ure. The communal tension in the East 

and in Kandy when seen together with 

the three-decades of separatist war and 

seven decades of ethnic disharmony be-

tween communities, tells us that Sri 

Lanka is yet to become a modern-nation 

state. 

  

A nation’s development is assessed not 

by the number of highways built, but by 

its people’s collective will to regard hu-

manity as one and rise above differences 

based on group identities, such as race, 

religion, caste or ideology.  A state reach-

es the height of civilization when a hu-

man being within its boundaries is safe 

from the actions, words and even 

thoughts of another human being.   

 

Defining a nation-state only based on a 

majority community is archaic, feudal in 

nature and preposterously inhuman. The 

modern definition of nation-state is multi

-ethnic, multi-cultural and secular.  Sri 

Lanka, since receiving independence in 

1948, has not taken serious step towards 

establishing the modern multi-ethnic na-

tion state.  Instead, Sri Lanka’s post-

independence leaders have played com-

munal politics - and as a result, the coun-

try was plunged into a 30-year separatist 

war, and, for the past several years, ethnic 

tension involving Sinhala racist groups 

and Muslims.    

 

Racial prejudice is an acquired attitude. 

No child born into one community devel-

ops prejudices against other communities 

through instinct. Rather it is the parents, 

elders, politicians, religious figures, teach-

ers, journalists and now social media big-

ots who poison innocent minds and make 

them racists.  In other words, it is society 

at large that makes one a racist.  The ex-

tent to which a person is racially preju-

diced depends on the extent to which the 

society she or he lives in is enlightened. If 

children are brought up in an enlightened 
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environment, especially the home and school envi-

ronment, they would be less prejudiced.  Successive 

governments’ monumental failure in bringing about 

an enlightened society through the education sys-

tem and government policy has nurtured prejudice 

and racism.  

 

A fair share of the blame should also be placed on 

the minorities themselves. For ethnic harmony 

sake, a minority community in a multiethnic society 

needs to be inclusive, while preserving its precious 

cultural and religious identity, without allowing the 

majority community to develop divisive racial prej-

udices against them. In this regard, the behavior of 

a minute section of the minority indeed was pro-

vocative, to say the least, when they supported 

Bangladesh while the Sri Lanka cricket team played 

against that country.  Such preposterous anti-

national behavior, seen at cricket stadiums and live 

on television, was condemned by the majority of 

minority, but, given the prejudicial nature of socie-

ty, the entire minority community was stereotyped 

as anti-national.  

  

Racism and prejudice are not peculiar to one com-

munity.  They cut across all socio-economic barri-

ers. Stereotyping the ‘other’ is part of prejudice.  So 

are efforts to assume a sense of superiority based 

on caste, race or religion. In a multicultural society 

that is partially prejudiced, majoritarianism repre-

sents the view that minorities can co-exist but 

whatever rights and privileges they enjoy are at the 

pleasure of the majority. In a multiethnic society 

highly steeped in prejudice, majoritarianism pro-

motes the view that minorities need to be eliminat-

ed or expelled.  

  

In an enlightened multiethnic society, majoritarian-

ism epitomises a caring older brother willing to 

share the parental property equally with his younger 

brothers.  But the responsibility to make Sri Lanka 

an enlightened society rests not with civil society 

alone. The Government should have a commit-

ment towards nation-building – the creation of an 

all-powerful Sri Lankan identity.  Paying mere lip 

service to reconciliation and having ministries and 

offices for national unity and reconciliation would 

not help the nation-building process. Politicians 

should become statesman or stateswomen with vi-

sion.  

  

The best way to move forward now is to reform 

our education system which had miserably failed to 

promote social cohesion and existence. Getting rid 

of colonial education methods such as the examina-

tion-oriented teaching process and colonial educa-

tion law - as independent Sri Lanka still does not 

have an education law should be the main concern.  

  

What Sri Lanka needs is an education system that 

nurtures creative thinking, which will generate new 

ideas that would help the growth of the country 

and its economy.  While many institutions includ-

ing the National Education Commission (NEC) 

have been stressing on educational reforms that 

would suit the Sri Lankan system over the years, 

the proposals they have presented are yet to be ap-

proved by the policymakers. The reason cited for 

the absence of a long-term agreed plan was politics 

and bureaucracy. Our education system has been 

destroyed by the politics.  

  

As a strategy to build a reconciled Sri Lanka, lan-

guage education programmes have been designed 

and implemented by LC-JWL. This effort has been 

launched with a wide vision for the youth to per-

form effectively for the benefit of the entire nation 

as they are suggested to improve their second lan-

guage ability. The utmost aim of LC-JWL through 

Language Education for Social Cohesion (ESC) 

programme is to enable students to live together 

peacefully in a multiethnic and multilingual society. 

In this manner LC-JWL focuses mainly on Second 

National language development of the individuals 

to achieve the communicative ability which directly 

leads for a peaceful nation especially in a country 

like Sri Lanka with multi linguicism.   

Roy Fernando SJ 

Country Director  
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for different Academic & Professional courses across  

Loyola Campus & JWL– Sri Lanka 

 Total student intake at different locations for  

Academic & Professional Courses  

Student Statistics– February 2018 



Building a Just, Equal and Reconciled Sri Lanka via Higher Education February 2018 

4 

Visit of Fr Arturo Sosa, SJ 

Very Rev Fr Arturo Sosa, SJ, Superior General of the Society Jesus  was on his visit to the Jesuit  Province of 

Sri Lanka from 22-26 February 2018. As a part of his visit, Fr Arturo Sosa, SJ, visited Loyola Campuses in 

Vavuniya and Trincomalee. In Trincomalee , Fr Arturo Sosa SJ, was the Chief Guest of the Graduation   

Ceremony of Loyola Campus– Trincomalee on 23 February along with the common programmes organised 

by several other Loyola Campuses.  Students from Trincomalee, Vavuniya, Mannar and Batticaloa were part 

of the ceremony on 23rd where the students performed different performances such as mime, song, dance 

etc. Fr Lisbert D’Souza, SJ, Regional Assistant for South Asia, Fr Vernon D’Cunha, SJ, Regional Assistant 

for South Asia and Fr Victor Assouad, SJ, Regional Assistant for West Europe accompanied Fr Arturo Sosa, 

SJ. The Jesuit Provincials of South Asia who were in Sri Lanka for the Jesuit Conference of South Asia too 

visit Loyola Campuses in Mannar, and Vavuniya. The Centres arranged short cultural programmes to wel-

come the Provincials of South Asia .  

Fr Arturo Sosa, SJ with Billy Morton and Callum Black-

burn, the two Australian Volunteers 
Fr Arturo Sosa, SJ with the staff of Loyola Campus, 

Vavuniya on his visit to the Centre 

Fr Arturo Sosa, 

SJ, celebrating 

the Holy       

Eucharist at St 

Antony’s 

Church,     

Rambaikulam, 

Vavuniya. 
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Fr Lisbert D’Souza, SJ, being welcomed by a child to 

Loyola Campus– Vavuniya 

A Song ‘This land belongs to me; this land belongs to you’ 

performed by students of Loyola Campus– Vavuniya 

Fr Arturo Sosa, SJ, and His Lordship Rt Rev Noel Em-

manuel, Bishop of Trincomalee 

A dance performance of students from Loyola Campus– 

Trincomalee 

The launch of Loy-

ola Campus’ re-

search book 

‘Educate, Empow-

er and Transform’ 

and the magazine 

Forgotten Heores’ 

by Fr Arturo Sosa, 

SJ, on 23 Febru-

ary.  
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The second month into the academic pro-

gramme started in January 2018, the students 

who are pursuing their studies in English lan-

guage and computer studies are progressing 

with satisfaction. Continual assistance and 

input from the facilitators, who most often 

guide the students not being limited to the 

syllabus and the course content has provided 

a great opportunity for the students to ac-

quire new skills and grow as better human 

beings.  

Fr Joel Kunanayagam, SJ, conducted a half-

day life-skill training programme for the stu-

dents of Loyola Campus under the theme of  

‘Choices’. It helped the students to deeply 

reflect on the choices that they make in life. 

Many of the post ordinary level students who 

had to attend school for practical sessions 

were given alternative times to join the clas-

ses. Despite a number of strategies and the 

effort of the facilitators, the attendance dur-

ing the first two weeks of February has been 

quite week. Since, the end of the practical 

session by the third week of February, the 

students have got back to their regular class 

schedules.  

As the students progress through the mod-

ules, a number of review activities and evalu-

ations were conducted to help the students 

to progress in areas that they are weak.  

The highlight of the month was the visit of Fr 

Arturo Sosa, SJ, and the team of Jesuit Pro-

vincials of South Asia. The Jesuit Provincials 

visited Loyola Campus– Mannar on 22 Febru-

ary. The students welcomed the guests with a 

short cultural programme which was fol-

lowed by lunch. On the 23 February, the Eng-

lish Diploma students along with the facilita-

tors traveled to Trincomalee to be part of the 

programme organised for Fr Arturo Sosa, SJ 

in Trincomalee. The students performed a 

mime which was appreciated. 
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The month of February was 

packed with a number of activi-

ties at the Centre which kept the 

students and the facilitators en-

gaged. One-day Life Skills train-

ing was conducted on 31 January 

2018. The training programme 

was designed to facilitate the stu-

dents to better understand them-

selves and their surroundings. 

The concept of self-awareness, 

which is one of the fundamental 

one in anyone’s life was discussed 

and reflected. The trainer engaged 

the trainees actively in exercises 

and group sessions which kept 

them fully involved.  

 

Taking into consideration the 

weak reading ability among the 

students, the Centre commenced 

loud reading sessions for students 

in the mornings before the classes 

commenced. Weekly Story Writ-

ing is another activity the Centre 

has introduced with the objective 

of improving the writing skills of 

students.  

 

The students took the online 

Cambridge English Placement 

Test (CEPT) on 15 Feburuary as 

planned and it was done in differ-

ent batches.  Being the first time, 

the facilitators found it rather dif-

ficult to administer the test.  

 

Loyola Campus- Vavuniya is hap-

py to welcome Callum and Billy, 

the two volunteers from Australia 

who arrived at Loyola Campus on 

13 February 2018. Their presence 

among the students will add 

much value. 

 

Loyola Campus was privileged to 

receive Fr General and his team 

along with the members of JCSA 

on 22 February. On the following 

day morning, there was a Eucha-

ristic celebration at St Antony’s 

Parish Church along with the reli-

gious and Priests from the neigh-

borhood. On the following day, 

students travelled to Trincomalee 

to be a part of the event where 

Vavuniya students performed a 

song.  
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The month of February has 

been a blessing for all the stu-

dents as well as the staff of Loy-

ola Campus Puthukkudiyiruppu.  

The month has brought in lots 

of hope and desire for progress. 

 

The classes went on without any 

interruptions. The Center feels 

happy because the number of 

students who had registered for 

the Computer Applications 

course have not decreased. 

Whereas those students who 

had registered for English have 

not turned up according to the 

expectation. The regular even-

ing classes for the children from 

grade 4 to 11 were also con-

ducted without any interrup-

tions. 

 

Despite many social and eco-

nomic problem that the stu-

dents face at home, their desire 

for education has not reduced. 

There is tremendous enthusiasm 

and energy in the students to 

learn. This motivates the Centre 

to become a part of the struggle 

of the students and journey with 

them to the future.  

The Centre was delighted about 

the visit of Fr. Autro Sosa, SJ, 

the Superior General of the So-

ciety of Jesus. A special pro-

gramme to felicitate Fr Arturo 

Sosa, SJ, his delegates and the 

Jesuit Provincials of South Asia 

was held on 23 February. Fr 

Benedict Saverimuththu SJ, the 

Coordinator of JRSS organised 

the programme. Loyola Campus 

Students performed a cultural 

dance which was appreciated by 

many who attended the        

programme.  
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The month of February has 

been full of blessings of 

productivity and companion-

ship. Loyola Campus Trinco-

malee successfully completed 

the online Cambridge English 

Placement Test for all of the 

students. This exam shed light 

on the students’ capabilities 

handling computers, listening 

and reading abilities of stu-

dents and the ability on time 

sensitive examinations.  

 

The highlight of the month 

was the visit of Fr Arturo So-

sa, SJ, for the graduation cere-

mony of past Jesuit Academy 

and Loyola Campus students. 

A very successful evening cer-

emony included dances, a 

song, a mime, and the award-

ing of certificates and speeches 

by Fr Arturo Sosa, SJ and oth-

er dignitaries. Over 375 people 

were in attendance while 300 

were expected, showing the 

importance and overall success 

of such a wonderful event! A 

portrait of Fr Arturo Sosa was 

presented by Loyola Campus 

Trincomalee and Pre-Novitiate 

Director Fr. Aniston J Morais, 

SJ.  

 

The students and facilitators 

of Loyola Campus has taken 

great interest in keeping the 

surrounding clean through a 

number of initiatives. Loyola 

Campus students along with 

the Jesuit Pre-Novices have 

worked hard to keep the place 

clean and tidy. A number of 

work that were completed 

such as painting, cementing 

has made the Campus much 

more attractive and pleasant.  

 

A number of Loyola Campus 

students and those from the 

Trincomalee town has shown 

great enthusiasm in being a 

part of playing basketball at 

the basketball court at Loyola 

Campus premises. Every even-

ing many Loyola Campus stu-

dents, neighborhood youth 

and the pre-novices gather for 

a couple hours of friendly 

matches of basketball. Those 

who do not participate still 

join in the camaraderie and 

atmosphere of friendship and 

shared fun.   

 



 
Sr. Clare, an ICM sister from 

India known for her expertise 

on street play, playback thea-

tre, stress management, flower 

theropy and theatre of the op-

pressed spent three days with 

our students from 26—28  

February and gave a work-

shop. She motivated the stu-

dents to develop their person-

ality through various theatric 

skills. The exercises given to 

the students helped them to 

come out of fear, explore their 

creativity and discipline their 

behavior

Loyola Campus Hatton is 

blessed with 197 students in 

three locations. At Loyola 

Campus Hatton there are 

around 132 students: 44 for 

starter English course, 26 for 

elementary and 62 for Com-

puter Application Assistant 

course. The Centre also gives 

English Starter course at two 

government high schools: 

there are 35 students at Dicko-

ya TMV (Tamil Maha Vidya-

laya) and 30 at Abotsligh 

TMV.  

 

The Centre has 62 students 

doing their Computer Applica-

tion Course in three batches. 

Till recently, the students of 

Loyola Campus Hatton had 

only 8 laptops and 7 desktops. 

A few students in each batch 

could not have access to the 

computers due to lack of suffi-

cient computers. However, the 

Centre hopes to expand the 

infrastructure in order to offer 

best possible service to the 

students.  

 

At the end of two months an 

evaluation of teachers and 

the academic programme of 

the Centre was conducted on 

27 February. It was quite 

helpful in obtaining a first-

hand experience on the per-

formance of the Centre from 

the students.  

 

The facilitators along with 

the students went to Sri Pada 

for a picnic on 16 February. 

More than 55 students, four 

staff and 4 FMM sisters took 

part. The path was so crowd-

ed that it took 6 hours to 

reach the top. They were 

thrilled to see the sunrise and 

the beauty of the nature from 

the hill top.  
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Being one of the remarkable academic units which 

teaches English to students disregarding the race, 

caste, religion and ethnicity, the Centre has laid a 

solid foundation for quality higher education in Bat-

ticaloa district. The reputation of Jesuit Academy 

and the current operation of Loyola Campus has 

brought in greater interest among the students to 

come and join Loyola Campus. The needs of the 

students with regard to acquiring new skills and oth-

er life skills is at the Centre of concentration of Loy-

ola Campus- Batticaloa.  

 

The month of February has added to students’ en-

thusiasm and participation. The facilitators have tak-

en all the effort to make the classes more attractive 

for the students and keep them engaged.  

 

Participation of Loyola Campus- Batticaloa students 

at the graduation ceremony of Loyola Campus- 

Trincomalee and the programme to welcome Fr Ar-

turo Sosa, SJ was a significant day for the students. 

Students of intermediate level along with the facilita-

tors travelled to Trincomalee to take part in the pro-

gramme. Students performed a dance in Trincoma-

lee.  

 

The intermediate level students visited Ozanam’, a 

place where the differently abled children reside. 

The students actively participated in activities like 

playing games with the children, dancing and sing-

ing. Such activities are expected to make the stu-

dents more conscious about the predicament of 

their fellow human beings and the need to share and 

help.  

 

The inconsistency of some students remain a major 

challenge for the Centre. Having tried in a number 

of ways to encourage the students to come on time 

for classes, much progress is not visible. However, 

the facilitators continue to engage with those who 

fail to meet the basic requirements of the Centre and 

encourage them to obtain the maximum benefits 

from the time they spend at Loyola Campus.  



Mullaitivu is the latest addition to Loyola Campus-

es in Sri Lanka. With Mullaitivu, Loyola Campus– 

Sri Lanka operates in seven different localities and 

offers skill and tertiary education for the students 

who need it the most.  

 

The arrival of Fr George Torkes, SJ, the newly ap-

pointed Director of Loyola Campus– Mullaitivu 

has been a blessing as his presence has enabled the 

Campus to serve the most needy in and around 

Mullaitivu.  

 

The inauguration of Loyola Campus’ operation 

was formally marked with the commencement of 

JWL Global English Language classes for the post-

O/L students on 4 February 2018. Around twenty 

students took part in the first day orientation pro-

gramme conducted by Fr Roy Fernando, SJ, the 

Country Director of Loyola Campus and the Mis-

sion Superior for the Northern works of the Socie-

ty of Jesus in Sri Lanka.  

The students showed interest in learning the lan-

guage. But at the same time they were quite fright-

ened of English due to the kind of idea that they 

had carried on from school English learning.  

 

Loyola Campus– Mullaitivu conducts English clas-

ses in a non-hostile environment where the stu-

dents feel confident in basic forms of communica-

tion. The text books and the material provided by 

GEL programme of JWL has been quite effective 

in keeping the students engaged and make them 

acquire more skills in English language.  

 

Other than English language training, Loyola Cam-

pus– Mullaitivu offers training in music and dance 

for the benefit of children. Many children come to 

be a part of these sessions.  

 

In future, Loyola Campus hopes to expand its op-

eration in offering a variety of courses including 

computer education.  
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Loyola Campus Publications 

Fr Arturo Sosa, SJ, General Superior of the  

Society of Jesus launched two publications of 

Loyola Campus– Sri Lanka on 23 February 

2018. The two publications were launched at 

the graduation ceremony of Loyola Campus– 

Trincomalee. The first is Vidyana, Loyola Cam-

pus’ Magazine. The main purpose of this maga-

zine is to promote multiple narratives from pe-

ripheries students, facilitators and other collab-

orators that are often not heard and mostly ne-

glected. Under the theme ‘Forgotten Heroes’ 

this issue of Vidyana attempts to create a coun-

ter cultural representation of heroism which is 

often associated with wealth, power, social sta-

tus and privileges.  

 

The Second is an edited book under the title 

‘Educate, Empower and transform: Peacebuild-

ing and Reconciliation in the Context of Edu-

cation in Post-conflict Sri Lanka’. This book is 

an inspiration of both Loyola Campus’ vision 

of promoting peace and reconciliation through 

higher education and Sri Lanka’s search for 

mechanisms that can guarantee a robust frame-

work for the sharing of economic benefits 

among all and the sustenance of peace and rec-

onciliation between different groups of people. 

Loyola Campus is committed to the production 

and dissemination of knowledge content that 

can reshape Sri Lanka’s thinking and contribute 

towards a collaborative research endeavuor.  

Available at www.LoyolaCampus-SriLanka.org 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


