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Education, together with family and culture, is one of the fundamen-

tal building blocks of the social construction of post-war reality. It is 

more and more evident that we need a paradigm change in the field 

of education in order to enable people to deal effectively with the 

mounting challenges facing humanity and the country. We need to 

create a new paradigm of education in order to enable education to 

serve people’s needs and to have relevance in public service, social 

responsibility and sustainable governance and development. Educa-

tion means taming the beast that exits in each one of us, to change 

the mind-set of a person to ‘critique’ a text and a context in which one 

lives to become seekers of knowledge to expand one’s horizon, not 

to reinforce the social stratification.  

The Ignatian Pedagogy, therefore, concentrates on the individual 

subject. The concern is to incarnate word or learning to transform a 

person to be an active and constructive part of the society. The ap-

proach facilitates students to have a critical and proactive role, to 

develop humanistic and critical perspectives and to go through an 

effective training to become fully functioning members of the Polis. 

It empowers the person to protect and promote a person’s innate 

creative capacities of learning from their experiences, to promote 

wholeness and integration in the individual by focusing on their per-

sonal growth, and develop them into creative and competent mem-

bers of the society who can contribute effectively to their communi-

ty. It empowers rather than cures and promotes the development of 

potentialities of individuals, groups and organizations through inter-

personal relationships characterized by respect, trust, empathetic un-
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derstanding and authenticity. It makes people re-

sponsible for what they do rather than encourag-

ing dependency.  

The person-centered approach of Ignatian Peda-

gogy requires a willingness from teachers to share 

their power and have better trust in their students. 

This is why the LC-JWL centers are organized as 

learning communities where facilitator and stu-

dents intentionally create a facilitative climate of 

learning and collaboratively strive to achieve com-

mon goals. Every day there is an encounter group 

and students can call a community meeting if they 

want to address specific problems. The students 

share their self-evaluation with the group and re-

ceive their peers’ and the facilitators’ feedback. In 

addition, each facilitator and tutor receive feed-

back from the students. Thus, the role of the stu-

dent-centered facilitator is a professional commit-

ment to learning and towards effective, democrat-

ic and value-based education, the capacity to share 

her/his passion about learning, relating to the stu-

dents with respect, empathy and congruence.  

The teacher needs to be capable of being 

in touch with herself, her students, the members 

of her community and having the needed skills 

and attitudes to be a facilitator of learning, an ef-

fective mentor promoting student creativity and 

autonomy and capable of helping students devel-

op their personal and social skills. The idea is to 

transform students to take responsibility for their 

own personal development, with interest in the 

development of social, personal and problem-

solving skills, and for learning to learn, learning 

from mistakes, willing to contribute to a coopera-

tive and tolerant campus ethos and able to learn 

how to relate to herself/himself and others with 

respect, empathy and congruence. This is what 

incarnation is all about. The divine was so much 

in love with humanity, it become flesh therefore 

humanity will be empowered to become agents of 

wisdom and transformation.  

Merry Christmas  and  Happy New Year!  

Milroy Fernando SJ 

Loyola Campus– Sri Lanka 

Wish you all a Happy new Year  

03 January    

06 January    

08 January   

                     

15 January     

                 

20 January         

30 January         

-Loyola Campus operations begin for the new year 

-Planning Meeting of Fr General’s visit to Loyola Campus/JWL 

-Commencement of new Batches in Mannar, Vavuniya, Trincomalee, 

PTK, Hatton, Batticaloa & Mullaitivu 

-Creighton University Teacher Training Programme 

-Directors’ Meeting in Fatima Retreat House, Kandy 

-Diploma in Liberal Studies by Regis University  

-Visit to Pakistan   
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Loyola Campus– Batticaloa  

Loyola Campus– Sri Lanka currently operates 

in five locations in Sri Lanka: Mannar, 

Vavuniya, Trincomalee, Puthukkudiyiruppu 

and Hatton. The Country Office is also locat-

ed in Loyola Campus– Mannar.  

Taking into consideration of the needs and 

the demands of students in Mullaitivu and 

Batticaloa, Loyola Campus– Sri Lanka has de-

cided to venture into two new areas where 

the services are in demand. The need for 

quality education opportunities which are 

affordable for the students and their families 

is greatly felt.  

The Jesuit Academy Batticaloa which had 

been running for a number of years, is re-

branded under Loyola Campus and the Cen-

tre joins the team of institutions that venture 

into the margins in providing education op-

portunities for the most in need. Jesuit en-

deavors in education has a long history in 

Batticaloa. A number of Jesuits have signifi-

cantly contributed to the growth of education 

level in Batticaloa. Loyola Campus– Battica-

loa hopes to provide quality education which 

is affordable for all.  The Centre will be oper-

ational from 08 January 2018.  

Mullaitivu is a district badly affected due to 

the war. Since the war ended people have un-

dergone numerous struggles in moving on 

with their lives. Loyola Campus desires to 

bring hope through its newly opened Centre 

in Mullaitivu. Loyola Campus is already oper-

ating in Puthukkudiyiruppu. The Geronimo 

Centre for Fine Arts, a part of Loyola Campus

– Mullaitivu will offer training for the stu-

dents in a number of areas such as music, 

dance, art and culture.  

Venturing into the MARGINS of  Northern and Eastern Provinces  
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Student Statistics– December 2017 

 Student intake  

for different Academic & Professional courses across  

Loyola Campus & JWL– Sri Lanka 

 Total student intake at different locations for  

Academic & Professional Courses  
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The monsoons in Mannar has brought lots of 

hope and aspiration for the people. Farmers 

toil hard in plowing and sowing paddy. Look-

ing at the fields covered with paddy and 

ponds filled with flowers and birds, refreshes 

mind and relaxes the body. It is definitely a 

quite interesting journey to move through 

different seasons in Mannar that presents a 

new reality of experiences. Loyola Campus- 

Mannar too has journeyed through different 

experiences during the last four months since 

September 2017 batch commenced.  

The month of December was dedicated for a 

number of academic tasks. The facilitators 

provided students with several practical ses-

sions where they had the opportunity to 

practice the skills they had learnt in the 

classroom. The improvement of students in 

their academic performance and growth to-

wards holistic living and experience has en-

couraged the Centre to continue to be a part 

of the lives of students and help them to 

grow and blossom. Normal classes continued 

till 22 December. It was the last day for the 

year. The course end exams for the students 

will be conducted from 12 – 14 January 2018. .  

Currently Loyola Campus- Mannar is prepar-

ing for the commencement of the new batch 

from 8 January 2018. There is lots of enthusi-

asm among the parents, teachers and the stu-

dents of Mannar in being a part of the learn-

ing process at Loyola Campus. The Centre 

also hopes to expand the children’s’ pro-

gramme and attract more students. A num-

ber of activities are planned for the upcom-

ing months and the Centre awaits the arrival 

of a number of new staff who will part of the 

Centre for short and long time basis.  
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December 2017 not only is 

the last month of the calen-

dar year, but also the last 

month of the current batch 

of students. The academic 

activities came to a halt with 

the last exam on 22 Decem-

ber 2017. However, for both 

the staff and the students it 

was a busy month filled with 

several activities. On the 

first day of December, the 

students were assigned with 

topics for PPT Presentation. 

The choice of the topics 

aimed at making the stu-

dents to have an overall 

awareness of the nation and 

the northern part of Sri 

Lanka which is the region 

where the students come to 

Loyola Campus Vavuniya. In 

view of making the students 

to have service experience, a 

schedule was prepared 

which was implemented 

during 4 – 14 December. 

Students were taken to Trin-

comalee for a trip on 17 De-

cember.  

The students of Computer 

Application Assistant (CAA) 

had their practical exam 

during 12 – 14 Dec. and the 

three-hour theory was on 

22nd Dec as per the ques-

tions sent by the Country 

Office (CO).  

Loyola Campus Vavuniya 

had the Christmas celebra-

tion on 20th Dec evening in 

which the children of the 

Campus and the co-workers 

joined. Students prepared a 

variety of programmes 

which lasted for 90 minutes.  

Staff meetings were con-

ducted twice, one on 6th Dec 

and the other on 20th. The 

different activities of the 

Campus were discussed and 

appropriate decisions taken.  

Building a Just, Equal and Reconciled Sri Lanka via Higher Education December 2017 
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The JWL four months Global 

English Language pro-

gramme, the four months of 

computer application course 

and the Sinhala courses at 

Loyola Campus-PTK have 

come to an end in December 

2017. The hard work and the 

efforts of the students and 

the staff together in learning 

and accumulating skills and 

competencies have provided 

a sense of awe and wonder.  

Despite the numbers, both 

the students and staff have 

shown great commitment 

and dedication. The facilita-

tors and the staff of Loyola 

Campus- PTK feels quite sat-

isfied with the improvement 

of students at the end of the 

course.  

Although the students came 

to the Centre with very little 

know in English, now they 

are able to have a basic con-

versation in English. The im-

provement witnessed in 

computer and Sinhala clas-

ses are also same.  

The month of December was 

also reminder for the Centre 

to plan out the process of 

advertisement for the new 

batch of students from Janu-

ary 2018. The Centre pre-

pared leaflets, banners and 

other advertising materials 

that help to spread about 

the courses offered at Loyola 

Campus- PTK. The Centre 

organized a Christmas gath-

ering on 23 December.  
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It was a month full of activ-

ities and excitement. The 

students who commenced 

their classes in September 

2017 had the last month of 

classes. The four months 

period where the students 

were a part of Loyola Cam-

pus education programme, 

has brought a number of 

changes in them.  

The students had their fi-

nal exam on 18 December. 

Loyola Campus- Hatton 

also arranged a parent-

teacher meeting on 19 De-

cember. The parents had 

an opportunity to witness 

to the learning environ-

ment of the students and 

also discuss with the facili-

tators and staff about areas 

of their concerns. The an-

nual staff evaluation was 

on 20 December.  The stu-

dents had their Christmas 

celebration and farewell on 

21 December.   

The students were also 

busy writing articles for the 

upcoming issue of Vidyana, 

Loyola Campus magazine. 

As the theme proposed, 

‘Forgotten Heores’, the stu-

dents wrote about people 

and communities in their 

locality whom they consid-

er had demonstrated hero-

ic qualities. To write an ar-

ticle about them, a group 

of students along with Sr 

Sahaya Mary FMM visited 

Aluthgama village and in-

terviewed the people.  

Fr. Premkumar SJ gave this 

workshop on 15 and 21 De-

cember. He started the 

workshop from his own 

captivity story in Afghani-

stan and explained about 

the sources of conflict in 

the world and the need for 

peace building in the world 

especially in Sri Lanka. The 

ultimate aim of Jesuit 

Worldwide Learning (JWL) 

and Loyola Campus Sri 

Lanka is to bring reconcili-

ation in the world. This 

workshop attempted to 

bring awareness among the 

students on reconciliation 

and peace building. 
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Every month has been a 

unique experience for Loy-

ola Campus- Trincomalee. 

The journey the Centre has 

made with the students 

who joined in September 

2017 has been a tremen-

dous experience for both 

the students and the insti-

tution.  

The month of December 

was packed with a number 

of academic activities. The 

facilitators put more em-

phasis in making the stu-

dents more proficient in 

English, improving their 

skills in writing, reading, 

listening and speaking. The 

progress tests and achieve-

ment tests prescribed in 

the syllabus were conduct-

ed. They were useful for 

the facilitators to identify 

individuals who needs 

more attention and guid-

ance.  

A career guidance seminar 

was conducted by the DS 

Office of Trincomalee. The 

seminar provided a space 

for the students to reflect 

about their future opportu-

nities and discuss about 

them.  

Loyola Campus- Trincoma-

lee is currently preparing 

for the intake of the up-

coming batch in January 

2018. While the exams for 

the students who started 

their course in September 

2017 is scheduled for 10 Jan-

uary, the new batch will 

start on 8 January 2018. The 

Centre has advertised the 

commencement of the new 

batch throughout Trinco-

malee. At the moment, 

there is a good response 

from the students and ea-

gerness in joining Loyola 

Campus- Trincomalee. 

Evening classes for children 

below grade 9 is attracting 

attention of people in and 

around the locality. The 

number of children who 

attend classes have steadily 

increased.  
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