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Dear Readers,  

The post-war Sri Lanka offers a favorable opportunity for those con-

cerned about the ‘transformation’ of our education system for the de-

velopment of a ‘shared Global Learning’ while being focused on devel-

oping a ‘conflict-sensitive education’ system. A feature that is essential 

for this transformation of the education system is to avoid, at all costs, 

reproducing those structures which contribute in the pre-conflict phase 

to exacerbating or bringing about the political conflicts which ultimately 

escalate into violent conflicts. The focus of JWL-LC, in this respect, lies 

not in the reconstruction of the education systems which existed before 

the crisis: instead it is about the ‘transformation’ of education systems 

which had in it first place failed to educate the masses to build a hu-

mane society. Reconstruction is impossible for two fundamental rea-

sons: first, because the pre-conflict system is itself part of the problem, 

and its reconstruction would bring about the same cycle that resulted in 

the conflict; second, after the conflict the participants are no longer the 

same. JWL-LC collaboration offers an opportunity for pedagogical in-

novations as well as for a development of a transformative education 

system. 

The transformation of the Education in our post-conflict society de-

mands in the first place that the existing education system has to be de-

politicized and decentralized - in our multi-cultural society curricula 

have to be developed in line with the plurality of the society. In order 

for ‘transformation’ measures to succeed in our post-conflict society it 
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is important that the divide be-

tween humanitarian aid and de-

velopment cooperation is closed 

swiftly and that all development 

endeavors are based on a strong 

element of local ‘ownership’. In 

the transformation following 

armed conflicts priority has to be 

given to reinforcing the social 

capital and fostering trust. With 

regard to the education system 

this can also mean that it is more 

a question of re-establishing soci-

etal or ‘shared learning’ than re-

constructing schools or institu-

tions. The reconciliation work 

and coming to terms with the 

past in the post-conflict phase 

are extremely challenging for col-

lective learning processes, which 

have to be consciously and spe-

cifically supported in the trans-

formation of education systems.    

The transformation of education 

systems can only succeed if there 

has already been a critical and 

uncompromising review and 

analysis of the destructive poten-

tial of the prior education system, 

its curricula and the widespread 

educational practices. Without a 

fundamental transformation of 

the education structures and 

practices underlying the societal 

tensions, the establishment of 

new pedagogical concepts is ulti-

mately doomed to failure. It is 

for this reason JWL-LC focuses 

on ‘shared Global learning’ and 

education while being sensitive to 

the local context. This Global 

vision to form a shared commu-

nity of leaners and educators ena-

bles (i) people to understand the 

links between their own lives and 

those of people throughout the 

world, (ii) increases understand-

ing of the economic, cultural, 

political and environmental influ-

ences which shape our lives (iii) 

develops the skills, attitudes and 

values which enable people to 

work together to bring about 

change and take control of their 

own lives (iv) works towards 

achieving a more just and sus-

tainable world in which power 

and resources are more equitably 

shared. This global dimension in 

the curriculum and the ability, 

therefore, of students to take a 

global perspective on contempo-

rary events and issues is different 

from the term ‘international’ 

which refers to connections be-

tween countries, as in 

‘international relationships’. The 

key organising concept of the 

JWL-LC vision is interdepend-

ence, which highlights the com-

plex web of interrelationships 

existing between people, places, 

issues and events in the world 

today. Exploration of local-global 

connections is at the heart of 

shared global learning and educa-

tion, since these dimensions are 

inextricably related and relevant 

to all subject areas. We are now 

faced with a multiplicity of global 

linkages, far distant events and 

decisions impact nationally and 

locally. 

Global education places particu-

lar emphasis on curriculum pro-

cess as well as content and is ac-

cordingly characterized by ap-

proaches to teaching and learning 

which are both experiential and 

participatory. The first is con-

cerned with learner-centered edu-

cation and the development of 

the individual, the second focus-

es on the role that education can 

play in helping create a more just 

and equitable society. That is why 

it is very Ignatian. The emphasis 

in global education is therefore 

on both changing self and chang-

ing society for neither is possible 

without the other. One can no 

longer make sense of everyday 

life unless this is set in the con-

text of living in a global society. 

Too often in the past educators 

have focused solely on the extent 

of the problems rather than the 

range of solutions. JWL-LC edu-

cation in the 21st century is thus 

about educating in a spirit of 

hope and optimism, which recog-

nizes the rights and responsibili-

ties of both present and future 

generations. It speaks to the wid-

er human condition, which is 

why it can inspire teacher and 

taught alike. It is an essential in-

gredient in any formulation of 

effective education. It is time 

now to make more widely known 

the good practice that exists and 

new initiatives that are currently 

emerging. Future generations 

could ask no less than this of ed-

ucators at this time. It is MAGIS 

at the MARGINS. 

Milroy Fernando SJ 
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Loyola Campus- Sri Lanka operating in five 

different localities offering education opportu-

nities at the margins of our societies hopes to 

realize its dream of transforming societies and 

people. This transformation process fuel by ed-

ucation and conscientization is expected to rec-

reate humane societies and people who are 

more sensitive to the predicaments of life to-

day. Energized and motivated by a spirit of 

magis, Loyola Campus attempts to educate a 

generation of young individuals who will be-

come the agents of change and transformation. 

This is realized through education, student in-

teractions and a number of activities and tasks 

arranged at different Loyola Campus centres.  

Into the second and third months of the cours-

es started in September 2017, Loyola Campus- 

Sri Lanka has made a number of important de-

velopments in terms of administration, aca-

demic programme and the facilities offered at 

different Loyola Campus centres. The overall 

operation of Loyola Campus- Sri Lanka is stabi-

lized. A number of important developments 

have been fueled through the partnership of 

Loyola Campus and JWL. As a partner JWL has 

come forward to offer the academic content of 

the Global English Programme and the Diplo-

ma programme in Liberal Studies under the 

Regis University, USA. Moreover, from January 

2017 JWL will facilitate an English teacher 

training programme offered by Creighton Uni-

versity. This is expected to bring needed exper-

tise in the field of English Language training. In 

addition, taking into consideration of the need 

of Loyola Campus at its inception this year, 

JWL has financially stabilized the operations of 

Loyola Campus.  

Educating… Empowering… Transforming  
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The Gift of  Knowledge  

Vidyāna 
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Loyola Campus published its 

second issue of the Magazine 

‘Vidyāna’ on 18 November dur-

ing the valedictory function of 

‘QUEST 2017’. This is the Octo-

ber 2017 issue and another issue 

is expected to be out by the be-

ginning of January 2018. The 

magazine under the theme 

‘Breaking the Barriers’ features 

articles from students, facilita-

tors and guests. The publication 

provides space and a forum for 

the students to express their ide-

as and views and also to discuss 

and share with people from oth-

er backgrounds.  



 The Visit of Fr Daniel Hendrickson SJ 

President of Creighton University, USA 
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Rev Fr Peter Ballais SJ, the Executive Pres-

ident of Jesuit Worldwide Learning 

(JWL), and Mr Armado Borja, Director for 

JWL Internal Operations visited Sri Lanka 

during 17-18 October 2017. The visit was a 

part of an annual visit of JWL in assessing 

the progress of the Learning Centres in 

Sri Lanka and planning ahead for the fu-

ture. The Directors of Loyola Campuses 

briefed Fr Peter Ballais SJ on the develop-

ments form different Centres and the de-

sire of students for education. A number 

of important decisions were made during 

the meeting. Fr Peter Ballais SJ accepted 

to academically support the new learning 

centres proposed by Rev Fr Milroy Fer-

nando SJ, the Country Director of Loyola 

Campus- Sri Lanka. Fr Peter Ballais SJ and 

Mr Armando Borja also briefed the team 

of Directors from Loyola Campus about 

the new courses that would be offered by 

JWL: Diploma in Liberal Studies (Regis 

University) and English Teacher Training 

Programme (Creighton University). 

Rev Fr Daniel Hendrickson, SJ, PhD, the 25th pres-

ident of Creighton University was on his visit to 

Loyola Campus- Sri Lanka to meet students, facul-

ty, staff and senior administration. During his 

short visit, Fr Hendrickson visited three Loyola 

Campus Centres situated in Trincomalee, Vavuni-

ya and Mannar including the Country Office in 

Mannar. He congratulated the staff for the suc-

cessful establishment of 5 Community Learning 

Centres – the Loyola Campus. He noted that the 

collaboration of JWL-Loyola Campus will serve 

many young people. The campus is a shared com-

munity of learners without WALLS and attempts 

to reach out to the youth to bring the best of Uni-

versities to youth affected by war – who are at the 

margins. He further noted that this collaboration 

with the Sri Lanka Province is very exemplary. Sri 

Lanka is setting some model and good standards 

on how to work together and keep one another 

informed. Thank you, Fr Hendrickson, for your 

visit to bring the BEST to the LEAST and for mak-

ing us known internationally. 

 The Visit of Fr Peter Ballais SJ 

Executive President of JWL 
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Student Statistics– November 2017 

 Student intake  

for different Academic & Professional courses across  

Loyola Campus & JWL– Sri Lanka 

 Total student intake at different locations for  

Academic & Professional Courses  

Building a Just, Equal and Reconciled Sri Lanka via Higher Education 
October & November 
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The months October and November have 

been two important months for Loyola Cam-

pus- Mannar for a number of reasons. There 

are positive signs of the improvement of the 

batch of students who joined in September 

2017. There is eagerness and desire to sharp-

en their abilities. The students have not only 

shown academic progress but also have 

shown maturity and readiness for leadership 

and new initiatives.  

QUEST 2017, the English Day of Loyola Cam-

pus– Sri Lanka was one such occasion. Loyola 

Campus- Mannar took the lead in organizing 

QUEST 2017. The event itself and the process 

of organizing provided so much of opportu-

nities for the students and the facilitators to 

express themselves creatively. First it was a 

challenge and definitely all had to put in ex-

tra hours in getting the event organized. 

However, the cooperation received form the 

facilitators and the students has been very 

positive.  

The students were not only enthusiastic 

about participating in QUEST 2017 as com-

petitors but shouldered some responsibility 

in making the event a successful one. The 

event was also a good opportunity for Loyola 

Campus- Mannar to publicise itself among 

the schools in and around Mannar.  

There is lots of enthusiasm among the stu-

dents to continue their studies with Loyola 

Campus- Mannar. The Institute feels it to be 

a positive sign in establishing the educational 

services offered by Loyola Campus in and 

around Mannar. A number of students have 

shown their interest in following the Diplo-

ma in English and the Diploma in Liberal 

Arts. Having the students for a longer dura-

tion of time provides the Institute a better 

possibility in incorporating its vision of edu-

cation, empowerment and transformation to 

be realized.  
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The month of November 

was a hectic month with the 

preparation for the English 

Day Competition at Man-

nar. All students eagerly in-

volved in their practice ses-

sions and the staff members 

assisted them. Their efforts 

were well paid off at the end 

of the month when Loyola 

Campus- Vavuniya was de-

clared as Champions of the 

Quest 2017, the English Day 

of Loyola Campus- Sri 

Lanka. All students received 

it with grateful hearts and 

with great humility.  

Several Students along with 

the Director and some staff 

members, attended the 

Wanni Job Fair conducted 

by the Vavuniya Campus of 

Jaffna University on 10th and 

11th November.  

The institute organized a 

parents’ meeting at the 

Campus on 11 November 

and it was a nice experience 

for the staff and the parents 

to communicate with each 

other about the difficulties 

and goals of our collective 

efforts towards forming stu-

dents. On 16th November, 

we were privileged to host a 

Skype chat with the Hatton 

Loyola Campus. Students 

from both the centers 

shared their thoughts and 

knowledge with each other 

and this modern way of 

learning surely gave them 

an enriching experience. 

The classes at Ganeshapu-

ram and Pooverasankulam  

function as usual. The Pho-

tography course continue 

despite bad weather for 

shooting. 

These days the students are 

busy with their second as-

signment submission and 

the staff continually help 

them in various ways to face 

their course-end examina-

tion. 

Building a Just, Equal and Reconciled Sri Lanka via Higher Education 
October & November 
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The classes at Loyola Cam-

pus, Puthukkudiyiruppu is 

continuing with much pro-

gress and enthusiasm. Alt-

hough it is a small bath of 

students, the Facilitators 

have witnessed an improve-

ment in the students. They 

feel more confident and use 

English language with much 

more ease.  

This was also observed dur-

ing the preparation process 

for QUEST 2017, the English 

Day of Loyola Campus– Sri 

Lanka. The students pre-

pared for various pro-

grammes with great enthusi-

asm. Although the students 

were not able to win prizes, 

the participation and being a 

part of the programme gave 

them immense  encourage-

ment and motivation.  

The addition of Vathani Bal-

asubramaniam to the team 

of Facilitators has boosted 

the Centre. During the com-

ing months, more activities 

in improving the knowledge 

of students are planned. 
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Formal inauguration of the 

first Global English Lan-

guage (GEL) course and 9th 

Computer Applications As-

sistant course took place at 

Loyola Campus- Hatton on 

10th October. Zonal Direc-

tor of Education, Mr. 

Sridaran was the Chief 

Guest. Fr. Milroy SJ, the 

Country Director of Loyola 

Campus- Sri Lanka and Mr. 

Davakumar, the Inspector 

of Police, Hatton were the 

guests of honour.  

The visit of Fr. Milroy SJ 

and Thiranjala We-

erasinghe from the Country 

Office has brought a few 

useful changes at Loyola 

Campus- Hatton.  The 

Computer Application As-

sistant course which was 

conducted by the Centre 

for Social Concern (CSC) 

for the last eight batches 

will be a part of Loyola 

Campus- Hatton from the 

9th batch.  

The inauguration of Global 

English Programme at 

Dickoya School, Hatton 

was held on 23rd October. 

The course will be con-

ducted for the benefit of 9th 

standard students.  The 

aim of this program is to 

reduce the dropout rates in 

the estate schools after Or-

dinary Level Exams. 

Around 80 students along 

with their parents and the 

teachers participated in the 

inauguration. The Principal 

of the school welcomed the 

staff of Loyola Campus- 

Hatton. On the same day 

the students had their 

placement test and they 

were divided into two clas-

ses. The classes at this 

school will be for two hours 

a day and three days a 

week. 

Building a Just, Equal and Reconciled Sri Lanka via Higher Education 
October & November 
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The Loyola Campus- Trin-

comalee offers multiple op-

portunities for students in 

and around Trincomalee. 

The Institute not only pro-

vides space for the students 

to grow in their knowledge 

and skills but enriches the 

lives of students with a 

consciousness of what is 

happening in society and 

around us.  

The Centre for Promotion 

and Protection of Human 

Rights (CPPHR) invited the 

students of Loyola Campus 

to be a part of a leadership 

program on 03rd and 04th of 

November. Mr. Perin-

barasan was the animator 

and speaker during the 

programme. Immediately 

after the leadership pro-

gram, the students eagerly 

enrolled themselves for 

Quest 2017, the English 

Day of Loyola Campus. The 

students dedicated two 

weeks of practice and hard 

work in preparing for the 

English Day. Loyola Cam-

pus- Trincomalee won six 

first place prizes and sever-

al other prizes and the 

overall runners up in Quest 

2017. 

The Centre has started a 

new class on elementary 

English for the benefit of 

the learners who joined 

late for the course 

Loyola Campus- Trincoma-

lee warmly welcomes AJ 

from US who would be a 

part of Facilitators at the 

Centre. At the moment, the 

students have returned to 

their normal routine of 

classes. The students also 

had the opportunity to par-

ticipate in a career guid-

ance seminar conducted by 

the DS office at Loyola 

Campus- Trincomalee. St. 

Mary’s ordinary level stu-

dents had a half a day sem-

inar in preparing for their 

English Literature exam. Fr 

Aniston conducted the 

workshop.  
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