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Dear Reader, 

Sri Lanka is taking forward a number of reform processes, including 

setting up of the institutional framework and policies required for its 

peacebuilding and transitional justice process. Long-term peace in Sri 

Lanka will require the creation of political, legal, educational, and cul-

tural institutions that will foster a pluralistic and multiethnic environ-

ment. It is important to recognize that the relationship between educa-

tion and violent conflict is highly complex and that education systems 

can be both ‘victim’ and ‘perpetrator’ of war and conflict. Sri Lanka’s 

aspiration to rise from the conflict depends on how skilled and versatile 

its people are. Improving competitiveness and growth of the country is 

a key focus of the Sri Lankan people and Loyola Campus with its high-

er education initiative is pleased to be supporting them in this endeavor.  

Sri Lanka’s higher education system is relatively small in size. In 2014, 

Sri Lanka was ranked 88th of 115 countries for higher education partic-

ipation. Moreover, Sri Lanka’s higher education enrollment rate of 21 

percent is well below the average rate of 23 percent in Lower Middle-

Income Countries; and 44 percent enrollment rate in Upper Middle-

Income Countries. Sri Lanka particularly needs to improve student par-

ticipation in disciplines of vital importance to economic development 

such as the sciences, technology, engineering, and mathematics 

(STEM). 

In an effort to address this shortfall, the UGC and the Ministry of 

Higher Education and Highways (MHEH) have announced plans to 

encourage private universities to set up centres in Sri Lanka in the com-
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ing years, though a specific time-

line for this proposal has yet to 

be announced. Many Sri Lankan 

students, university faculties and 

politicians alike have critiqued 

this plan on the basis that it 

could result in private universities 

offering higher salaries to profes-

sors, thereby siphoning better-

quality staff away from public 

institutions and creating a two-

tiered higher education system. 

Another concern about the entry 

of private institutions has to do 

with ensuring that all Sri Lankan 

students, regardless of their fi-

nancial situation, have equal ac-

cess to university education. 

While Sri Lanka has not specifi-

cally legislated against full-

fledged private universities, the 

Institute of Policy Studies of Sri 

Lanka (IPS) notes that the politi-

cal economy context of the coun-

try makes it impossible to invest 

in them. As a result, avenues are 

limited for the estimated 83% of 

qualified students who are not 

admitted to universities each 

year, and an estimated 12,000 Sri 

Lankans who seek education 

abroad every year. 

To help bridge local supply gaps, 

the country has opened its doors 

to a handful of private institutes 

affiliated with foreign private uni-

versities. Until recently, Sri 

Lanka’s Board of Investment 

oversaw these institutions; how-

ever, in early 2015 the govern-

ment announced that the MoE 

(Ministry of Education) would 

take charge of regulating private 

and international pre-primary, 

primary and secondary institu-

tions, so as to boost quality and 

to ensure that graduates are qual-

ified. Difficulties with regulation 

in the past arose from costs and 

the lack of an accreditation sys-

tem, quality assurance and moni-

toring mechanism for private ed-

ucation. 

It is in this context, JWL - Loyola 

Campus-Sri Lanka Higher Edu-

cation partnership and collabora-

tion, which was launched in 

2017, comes as a well come initi-

ative to offer tertiary and higher 

education opportunities at the 

margins. The collaboration of 

JWL and Loyola Campus primar-

ily aims to form a “generation of 

young men and women who are 

more acutely aware of the condi-

tions of our time, who are able to 

think beyond the limits of their 

socio-economic, religious and 

cultural horizons and who are 

committed in re-creating spaces 

of peace, justice and reconcilia-

tion”. Loyola Campus believe 

that in Sri Lanka in the post-war 

context scenario education plays 

a crucial role in creating a culture 

of peace and healing the wounds 

of war and peacebuilding that is 

inclusive and socially just. A key 

focus area of Loyola Campus 

partnership is to enable operating 

centers to expand modern teach-

ing-learning and assessment 

methods which increase the aca-

demic quality of programs, and 

the eventual social and economic 

contribution of graduates. This is 

a first of its kind results-driven 

operation in support of the coun-

try’s Higher Education Develop-

ment Strategy. Promot-

ing research, development and 

innovation will be essential to 

expand knowledge and technolo-

gy-intensive industries and ser-

vices to meet Sri Lanka’s aspira-

tions to become an Upper Mid-

dle-Income Country. 

The contention is that the higher 

education systems in post-

conflict states have the potential 

to contribute towards more ef-

fective post-war reconstruction 

and recovery.  Higher education 

should be conceptualized as an 

important pillar of recovery; the 

capacity of domestic higher edu-

cation sectors in post-conflict 

contexts is an often under-

recognized and under-utilized 

resource of considerable poten-

tial value that can connect to a 

wide range of reconstruction and 

recovery processes and effective-

ly drive post-conflict recovery 

and transitions. Given the under-

theorized and under-studied na-

ture of higher education and post 

conflict recovery Loyola Campus: 

Higher Education at the margins 

offers what is to date the first 

attempt to construct a global 

learning to transform Sri Lanka 

and the world. If this vision is 

realized, Loyola Campus with its 

partner Jesuit Worldwide Learn-

ing: Higher Education at the 

Margins will become the Catalyst 

of Recovery in Conflict-affected 

Society of Sri Lanka.  

 

Milroy R Fernando SJ 
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The month of September marks a new be-

ginning for Loyola Campus- Sri Lanka. From 

the month of September all the five Centres 

currently operating have commenced classes 

for the new batch of students. The last two 

months from July-August have been spent in 

preparing the groundwork for the new 

batch. A lot of effort has been put in making 

the Centres better equipped in terms of aca-

demic materials, capacity of the teachers, 

resources at the Centres and other areas of 

concern fundamental for the students. Alt-

hough Loyola Campus- Sri Lanka began its 

operation in July, the proper operations of 

the Centres in terms of the academic pro-

grammes commenced in September. With 

the arrival of students enrolling to different 

courses, there is new life and energy in all 

the Centres and the Facilitators are motivat-

ed to provide the best resources for those 

students who come for learning.  

This marks also a fresh beginning for the 

partnership of Loyola Campus and JWL. As 

a partner JWL has come forward to offer the 

academic content of the Global English Pro-

gramme and the Diploma programme in 

Liberal Studies under the Regis University, 

USA. In addition, taking into consideration 

of the need of Loyola Campus at its incep-

tion this year, JWL has stabilized the opera-

tions of Loyola Campus by providing finan-

cial assistance for the Centres from July 2017.  

Yet another beginning for Loyola Campus– Sri Lanka 
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Students by Gender Students by Centres 

Students by Academic/Professional Programmes 
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It is a joy to see the classrooms filled with 

students and the Campus filled with their en-

ergy and enthusiasm. The sight of the Facili-

tators getting ready for classes and different 

classroom activities and the desire to assist 

the students and guide them gives tremen-

dous consolation. This is what Loyola Cam-

pus- Mannar hopes to be throughout the 

year, being a part of the journey of students 

and help them in acquiring new skills and 

forming themselves to be better people in the 

society.  

The classes for the new batch commenced on 

11 September. After having completed their 

AL exams students came for the registration 

gradually. The Centre continued to receive 

new students until the end of September. At 

the moment, Loyola Campus- Mannar runs 

three types of pragrammes, namely, Certifi-

cate course in English, Diploma in English 

and Course on Computer Graphic Designing.  

There is great enthusiasm among the stu-

dents in being a part of this learning environ-

ment and acquire skills that will be useful in 

the future.  

The Facilitators have shown exemplary com-

mitment and dedication in spreading the val-

ues of the Institute and helping the students 

to receive a formation that will enable them 

to become better persons in their lives. The 

energy that the Facilitators show not only in 

teaching the syllabus but their personal in-

terest and concern for the students edify all 

those around.  

The facilitators continue to move forward as 

a team and it adds much value to our service 

in Mannar. All the responsibilities of the 

Centre have been shared among the team of 

Facilitators. The Facilitators are encouraged 

to be creative in their engagements and be 

more proactive with regard to the matters of 

the Centre.  
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It was a busy month with 

exams, paper corrections 

and preparations for the 

new batch. Students were 

found busy studying for 

their course-end exams. Fa-

cilitators took extra efforts 

to make them ready to face 

the exams successfully. Es-

say writing and grammar 

lessons were conducted as 

revision classes to help them 

for this purpose.  

Thereafter, the preparations 

for the new batch began. 

Systematic planning and the 

introduction of the calendar 

system were focal points of 

these preparations. Banners 

and posters were displayed 

at public places to attract 

students for the new batch. 

Photography course and 

Pooverasankulam practical 

site were the other new ini-

tiatives of the month.  

Pooverasankulam  site start-

ed functioning from the be-

ginning of the month. Every 

Saturday a senior facilitator 

and a diploma student con-

ducted classes at the site.  

With the help of the stu-

dents, the Campus was 

made attractive by planting 

saplings. These activities 

definitely would bring eco-

awareness to the students. 

Classes at Ganeshapuram 

are also conducted as usual. 

The Microsoft Office Pack-

age title was renamed as 

Computer Application As-

sistant in order to receive 

the government approval for 

the NVQ Level 3. Computer 

Graphic Designing Course 

was temporally suspended 

due to lack of applicants. 

The facilitator in charge of 

the course, Mr Danstan has 

expressed his desire to leave 

the Centre due to a personal 

reason. Thus, the number of 

the external staff has gone 

down to six. 

 

September 
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It is indeed a sense of joy to 

share some information 

about the activities and en-

deavors of Loyola Campus- 

PTK with rest of our friends. 

As far as Loyola Campus- 

PTK is concerned, there 

have been a number of activ-

ities during the month of 

September. The staffs have 

visited a number of schools 

and distributed leaflets to 

the students.  A number of 

other tasks towards advertis-

ing the commencement of 

the new batch of students 

were initiated.  

As scheduled the placement 

test was conducted on the 13 

September and there were 

only few students who sat 

for the test. On the next day 

again some sat for the place-

ment test. There were alto-

gether 16 students in all 

three levels. After the test, 

the Centre organized an ori-

entation programme in 

which the Director ex-

plained to the students 

about the content of the 

course and its requirements, 

discipline according to insti-

tution requirements. And 

above all the director em-

phasized the motto of the 

institution namely; Educate, 

Empower and Transform. 

There are twenty-three (23) 

students who follow the 

English course. Those stu-

dents who follow the English 

course and some other stu-

dents have enrolled for the 

computer applications 

course. There are twenty-

five (25) students who fol-

lowed the computer applica-

tions course. 

It is amazing and quite in-

teresting to note that a huge 

number of students want to 

follow Sinhala language. 

And they are able to under-

stand the lessons in a short 

span of time. The Centre is 

eager to offer them different 

language courses.  
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Loyola campus started its 

program in Hatton with 

the placement test on 6 

September and regular 

classes from 11 September. 

At the moment, the Centre 

has around 30 students and 

all of them follow A2 Ele-

mentary Course book. 

Loyola Campus organized a 

meeting of the Estate 

school’s principals on 21 

September and met the 

Zonal Education Director 

of Hatton on 22 September 

2017 to explore the possibil-

ity of conducting the Eng-

lish programme in the es-

tate schools.  They want 

our program absolutely 

free for the children and 

they provisionally allow us 

to start in two estates of 

our choice under their su-

pervision.  

Usually the English classes 

are conducted for three 

hours a day from 9.30 am 

to 12.30 pm. The teachers 

focus on the course book in 

the first two hours and the 

third hour is designed for 

guided study. All the stu-

dents are divided into 5 

groups and each group has 

its leader and a teacher 

guide. This guided study 

helps for personal attention 

of the students and there is 

better student and teacher 

relationship in the campus.   

The staff obtain informal 

evaluation practically every 

day and formal evaluation 

and planning every week. 

During the planning ses-

sion, the staff decided to 

dedicate Fridays for Life 

skill programmes and the 

tests.  Each month the stu-

dents will have two tests 

and two life skill programs.   

On 22 September, the stu-

dents were given training 

on leadership. This training 

was given through games. 

The students actively par-

ticipated and realized their 

potential for leadership 

and some of them felt the 

need of enhancing their 

leadership qualities.  

September 
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Rebranding the Jesuit acad-

emy as Loyola campus 

started with the construc-

tion of the new arch and 

refurbishment of the cam-

pus. A meeting for all the 

Facilitators of the Centre 

was conducted at the be-

ginning of the month. This 

was then followed by the 

placement exam and oral 

test for the students, which 

helped us to better under-

stand the leaners according 

to their level of knowledge.  

The silence which prevailed 

among students was bro-

ken by the orientation pro-

gram conducted by Shiran 

SJ. This was a good starter 

for the classes. The word 

‘Never Give Up’ motivated 

them to think about their 

future. Students involved 

themselves in various activ-

ities conducted with great 

interest. Prizes were dis-

tributed to encourage par-

ticipation of the students.  

The staff meeting at the 

beginning of the month 

offered the Facilitators an 

opportunity to clarify a 

number of concerns per-

taining to the academic 

programme. It was a new 

beginning for the Centre. 

Both students and teachers 

were quite eager to be a 

part of this new experience 

of learning English. The 

facilitators use a number of 

techniques to keep the stu-

dents interested and en-

gaged. At the beginning of 

the course the students had 

the opportunity to glance 

through the text books that 

they would follow during 

the next four months. The 

enthusiasm shown by the 

students guaranteed us 

that the course offered by 

JWL will be a great success.        

The new office for Loyola 

Campus is getting ready. 

We also have increased the 

facilities of the Campus by 

opening a small canteen for 

the students. At the same, 

the classrooms are upgrad-

ed to provide the students 

with a better experience of 

learning English.  
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