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 A s I was working on the magazine 
and getting the articles and different sections 
edited, a thought that powerfully struck me 
was ‘Let their Voices be Heard’. I asked myself 
as to whose voices should be heard. Often, we 
get cluttered by different noises. These noises 
can often be so tempting that we 
make ourselves believe them to be 
the voices that are at the heart of 
our call. It was in a way an 
invitation for me to remember 
whose cry should motivate and 
direct Loyola Campus in its 
mission to Educate, Empower and 
Transform. 

 

Loyola Campus is not just an 
Institute built with brick and 
mortar and registered in different 
localities where it operates. Loyola 
Campus has no relevance and 
meaning other than the people it 
serves and being a part of their 
struggle in recreating spaces for reconciliation 
and peaceful co-existence with justice. Loyola 
Campus is the people who yearn for an 
opportunity to be educated not just for its own 
sake but to form a generation of women and 
men who are capable of creating a humane 
society where human dignity, protection of the 
environment and the reverence for the Divine 
becomes the corner stones in life. Loyola 
Campus’ identity as an institution is so 
intrinsically interwoven with the pain, struggle, 
and the deepest yearnings of those who are 
burdened in our society in a number of ways. It 
is those stories that becomes the story of 
Loyola Campus in Sri Lanka.  

 

This edition of VIDYANA is a collection of such 
multiple narratives, narratives of those who give 
meaning and relevance to what Loyola Campus 
is today and what it ought to become in the 
future. While the Editorial Team has attempted 
to provide maximum representation of people 
from those places where Loyola Campus 

currently operates, we feel the 
need to increase the opportunity 
for many more to freely express 
and share their ideas and beliefs. 
The Readers will definitely get an 
opportunity to expose themselves 
to people from different age 
groups, religions, ethnicities, 
nationalities, and different walks of 
life. It is this diversity of Loyola 
Campus’ composition that brings 
joy, meaning and often challenges 
and a call to critically evaluate the 
path it is trodding. 

 

I wish to dedicate the first Loyola 
Campus magazine to all our 

collaborators who have been our strength. If not 
for those who have joined us in this mission, 
Loyola Campus would not have been a reality. 
Jesuit Worldwide Learning (JWL), a partner of 
Loyola Campus has indeed been a pillar of 
support and a guiding force in accomplishing the 
mission. It is through the dedicated group of 
facilitators and staff who toil day after day the 
work among the marginal sections of our 
societies is really accomplished.  

 

The Editor 
Thiranjala Weerasinghe 
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T he tile of the Magazine ‘Vidyāna’ is coined 
from the Sanskrit words Vidyā (Knowledge) 

ati (Excellence) dānam (Gift) to mean ‘The Gift 
of Knowledge or Education' as the Gift par-
excellence (Vidyā atidānam). The Sanskrit 
word, Vidya or vidyā, figures prominently in all 
texts pertaining to Indian philosophy - to mean 
science, learning, knowledge and 
scholarship. Its root is Vid in Sanskrit which 
means - to reason upon, knowing, acquiring or 
understanding.  Vidyā illuminates the mind and 
shatters illusions, increases intelligence, power 
and efficiency; develops the intellect and makes 
it more re-fined; it effects a complete 
transformation as the root of all happiness and 
as the source of illumination and power.   
 
Knowledge is certainly man’s greatest beauty. 
Without knowledge, one remains a beast. 
Therefore, the wealth of knowledge is the 
foremost of all other wealthy possessions. “Na 
Gyanen Sadrusham Pavitram Iha Vidyate” – 
Nothing is more sacred than the education 
(knowledge).  “Amrutam tu vidya” – Knowledge 
is eternal. “Sa Vidyaa Yaa Vimuktaye” – 
Education is that which uplifts the Soul. Vidya 
dadati vinayam; Vinaya dadati paatrataam; 
paatratva dhanamaapnoti; dhanaat dharmam 
tatatsukham, - “Education gives humility. Humility 
gives character; from character, one gets wealth; from 
wealth (by doing charitable deeds), one gets righteousness; 
in righteousness, there is joy.”    
 
Vidhya, the Knowledge is ubiquitous. It is the 
wealth to be shared. Nothing gives happiness as 
sharing knowledge. During the Vedic period, 

Vidyādāna or “the gift for the sake of education” 
was considered to be the best of gifts, 
possessing a higher religious efficacy than even 
the gift of land”.  For Swami Vivekananda “Gift 
of knowledge is far higher gift than that of food 
& clothes; it is even higher than giving 
life" because the real life of a person consists of 
knowledge.  
 

Loyola Campus is designed to Educate, 
Empower and Transform the under-privileged 
born in rural and remote areas or at the margins 
by providing them the opportunity of an 
adequate modern education. Since these 
children come from extremely poor homes, we 
also aim to provide them supportive 
environment that promotes the holistic 
development of the child. Without this kind of 
wholesome support, the children are likely to 
regress back into the habits of their parental 
social environment which in many cases is not 
conducive to the child’s future. Hence, Loyola 
Campus magazine, Vidyāna, is an attempt to 
create futures that were not otherwise going to 
happen. For we believe, as it is noted in 
scriptures, that "The gift of knowledge is 
paramount...". It is this message that  Loyola 
Campus conveys: To share ‘the Gift of 
Knowledge or Education' as the Gift par-
excellence (Vidyā atidānam) or in other words 
Vidyāna. 
 

Fr. Milroy Fernando SJ. 
Country Director - Loyola Campus 

Vidya  
ati  

danam 
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G reetings and a warm welcome to the very first issue of Vidyana! 
 
The goal of Loyola Campus is to change the world through education. It may sound 
idealistic, but this is precisely the mission. It is what motivates the work of everyone at  
Loyola Campus — from faculty and staff, to students and alumni, to our partners and 
supporters. It inspires the teaching and the research. It fuels the work with teachers, 
principals, and leaders in education.  
 
Loyola Campus is driven by the belief that every child deserves a high-quality education and 
that educational opportunity is a basic human right. Regardless of where a child is born, 
who his/her parents are, the color of her/his skin, whether s/he can see or hear, or whether 
s/he sleeps in a mansion or a shelter: that child deserves a high-quality education. Providing 
ample educational opportunities is one of the most fundamental obligations each 
generation owes to the ones that follow. 
 
Education also has the full attention of the world. All across the globe, individuals, 
organizations, and governments recognize that education is the defining issue of our time, 
crucial to everything from personal opportunity and social mobility to world peace and 
prosperity. And there is a fierce hunger for reliable evidence about what works, creative 
solutions to long-standing problems, and strong leaders who can enact transformational 
change in schools and school systems. It is an opportunity: the Loyola Campus is prepared 
to seize the opportunity through the launch of its first magazine Vidyana.  It is a rare 
opportunity, but with opportunity comes responsibility. 
 
Vidyana is diverse in its outlook and the approach, beholden not to any ideology but to a 
fierce desire to discover — and help implement — what works. We must accept this 
responsibility and seize this moment. Together, we will learn to change the world. 
Therefore, as the Provincial, I welcome you to our Loyola Campus Magazine ‘Vidyana’ and 
pray it will be an aid to all so that we may continue learning with faith and vision. What you 
will find in the pages of the Magazine is a collection of inspired and instructive articles 
written by real, honest, down-to-earth students who work hard to live deliberately, but who 
are not afraid to admit the struggles they face.   
 

From the Desk of  
Fr. Dexter Gray, SJ. 
(Provincial of Jesuits in Sri Lanka and Pakistan) 
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Through the storm and the night 

I make no haste for the light 
Night’s darkness is bright  

And the storm’s force is light.  
 

The scatter and the shatter 
It isn’t the thing that matter 

Ruptures and the batter  
Will always makes me stutter.  

 
Looking for joy I stumble upon desperation 

Looking for satisfaction I embrace frustration  
Looking for peace I encounter agitation 

Looking for God I face temptation.  
 

When the clouds are over the sky 
And a whirlwind of torments lie  
The stormy days never pass by 
As I look for a horizon in a sigh.   

 
Through the night and day I look for a sign 

That God would tell me ‘child, your are mine’ 
In one embrace that of Thine 

My whole life be filled with joy and sublime. 
 

Through the parched lands, thus I travel alone 
Among thorny bushes and the surreptitious 

reptiles I forlorn 
The sun never brightens the path I have gone  
Always an aloneness deep with my soul dawn. 

 
Darkness always presumes the light ever present  

Pain has often reminded the joy hidden  
Aloneness is the consciousness of the One who 

ascent 
This journey is to expect nothing ridden.  
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A Yearning for all that is in Life  
 by Thiranjala Weerasinghe 
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I  arrived in Sri Lanka in August 2015 to spend 
2 months working with the Jesuits, teaching 

English in the new academies. It was my first 
time visiting Sri Lanka and teaching English, so 
I wasn’t sure what to expect! The first challenge 
on arrival was that my luggage had been left 
behind in London, so all the carefully 
researched mosquito repellent and 
clothes didn’t arrive for another week. This 
gave me a good opportunity to fully immerse 
myself in the Sri Lankan culture and even wear 
some more traditional clothes. The main thing 
that struck me was the slower pace of life, and 
how relaxed everyone was; a refreshing change 
from home.  
 

In Mannar, I instantly felt welcome and at 
home. I stayed with a family who were 
incredibly welcoming, and it was a real 
privilege to stay with a family rather than in a 
hotel. The language barrier was tricky at times, 
but we passed some fun evenings with them 
trying to teach me some Tamil words.  I 
enjoyed trying all the Sri Lankan cuisine, and 
then asking the students the next day if I wasn’t 
sure what anything was, ‘hoppers’ were 
especially confusing! The spice was a shock at 
first, but I grew to enjoy it and missed the wide 
variety of flavours when I got back home.  
 

All the students at the academy were keen to 
learn, and it was great experience. I quickly 
became friends with the students and we 
enjoyed learning together. One of the best 
things was the opportunity to learn about the 
Sri Lankan culture during the lessons. It was 

interesting to see the different ways English 
was used in Sri Lanka, and took me a while to 
get used to! For example, to ‘click’ a photo 
rather than take a photo, and a pen drive 
instead of a memory stick.  

Discussing the differences between English and 
Sri Lankan culture was a great way to promote 
English practice and I learnt a lot from the 
students about the way of life in Sri Lanka and 
they were keen to learn about England too. I 
was impressed by the dedication of the 
weekend batch of students, who used their free 
time to improve their English and worked so 
hard.   
 

It was exciting to be involved in setting up 
Loyola Campus, Vavuniya, where with the hard 
work of Thiranjala we just about had the 
building ready for the first batch of students. I 
stayed in the convent nearby, where the sisters 
were incredibly accommodating, and one of 
them even joined the class. We spent the first 
morning before lessons assembling all the 
computers, and then welcomed the first batch; 
there were many more students in Vavuniya 
with a wide range of abilities. It was lovely to 
see how everyone helped one another to learn 
and the community spirit of the group. I hope 
that this continues with the future batches of 
students under the guidance of the Jesuits.  
 

I had a wonderful experience in Sri Lanka, and 
would like to thank the Jesuits and everyone 
who welcomed me. I would also encourage the 
students to keep working hard and to enjoy 
their studies!  

Memories of My Visit 
to Sri Lanka  

Lucia Turner 
Medical Student- Cambridge UK 
Former Facilitator 
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I  am Danusha. After GCE Advanced Level, 
in 2016, I studied at Loyola Campus. 

Currently I am teaching children at Loyola 
Campus. I have the greatest job in the world. 
Yes, teaching is a very rewarding job and a 
valuable career. I have always loved children. 
So, I am always very excited about my 
position. Personal experience may be the 
best way to show how to turn a difficult 
student into a dedicated pupil. I had such an 
experience. Teaching is fun because no two 
days are the same. Each day brings a 
different challenge and a different outcome. 

Of course, I was incredibly nervous on my 
first day of teaching. But my first day in the 
classroom went better than I expected. My 
job as a teacher was to teach children the 
alphabet, how to spell words, basic grammar 
and spoken english. It was incredibly 
difficult for me to figure out what I should 
do for everyday, but with time, the process 
got a little bit easier and I started getting 
more creative with the lessons.  

I feel like I've given these children 
everything: all of my energy, all of myself. I 

am sometimes drained. There are children 
from various age groups who come to Loyola 
Campus to study. They usually vary from 
three years to eleven years of age.  I 
absolutely love spending one and two hours 
each day with those students. I thoroughly 
enjoy every minute.  

I love going to work. I love my students. I 
love the challenge. I love the town I teach in, 
I love knowing that what I do really and truly 
matters. I enjoy and am fulfilled by my job. 
In ways, most people will never experience 
what I have experienced with children. That 
joy is so precious even if it is for a minute. 
The payment is not so important compared 
to what I receive just being with the 
children.  

My first teaching experience taught me a lot 
about what it means to be a teacher and a lot 
about myself. I also learned that I do not 
have a good sense of time when I am 
teaching. So, I now know to make sure to 
make a schedule of what will be done at 
what time. Anyway my first experience is the 
best experience in my life.  

Danusha Santhakumar, Vavuniya 
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I  have witnessed the motto of Loyola 
campus Educate, Empower, Transform in 

my own life. I started my journey as a 
student at Loyola Campus. When I was a 
student, I learnt how to discover my goal and 
I started thinking about my passion in life. 
My teachers never discouraged me. They 
always helped me to become an intelligent 
person.  Not only I had learnt English, I 
learnt how to spread my knowledge to others 
also. I had twenty hours of teaching practical 
as a student. I went to some villages to teach 
what I learnt in the classroom. These kinds 
of activities gave me a good impression in 
becoming a teacher. I felt more confident to 
communicate with others.  

After my Intermediate course, I started 
following the next level in English. I had a 
good opportunity to work as a teacher 
during my training period. I still remember 
my first day in class. At first, I was getting 
nervous and a little bit scared because I had 
no experience of classroom teaching with 
computers. Within a short period, I adapted 
to a new teaching environment and I started 
learning class room management, how to 
handle my students and how to motivate 

them. I really struggled at that time. Now I 
feel free. I always have fun with my students. 
As a teacher I always consider about the 
educational level of the students and try to 
understand and fullfill their expectations 
based on studies.  

I also teach younger students and kids. They 
give different kinds of experiences. Mostly I 
love to teach kids. Children drive me to a 
new world every day. I really enjoy with 
them. Every student is different in their own 
way. No two students react in the same way. 
Sometimes it’s difficult to understand what 
they are doing in the classroom. My 
classroom children are extremely active and 
amusing. They sometimes touch me, hug me 
and they always play with me. They always 
make me happy. They always narrate 
different kinds of stories every day. I really 
enjoy their way of narrating stories and their 
actions. They are totally different. Being 
around little kids makes me feel younger and 
energetic. 

Younger students are totally different from 
children. When I enter the class room, first I 
take a deep breath. They come to learn with 
different levels. Sometimes they learn slowly, 

A  
Journey  
with 
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while others learn fast. While some students 
are eager to learn, there are others who lack 
interest to learn. So teaching younger 
students is a tough job.  When I explain 
grammar, I have to act. I am a strict teacher 
because they have to learn 
clearly. They can be free and 
they can enjoy the classes but 
they have to learn. I know 
sometimes they play with me 
and disturb the class but I am 
still learning how to manage 
them.  

English is not our mother 
tongue. It is a second language. I 
don’t impose English language 
on them. I help them to discover 
and sharpen the knowledge that 
they have and acquire new skills 
in English language. My main 
purpose is to introduce English 
to the students as a joyful and 
enjoyable activity.  I help them to speak, 
write, listen and understand in English. 

Most of the students come to Loyola campus 
to learn English but slowly they learn how to 
be happy. Many students are affected by 
family and social problems and they don’t 
have a chance to express their talent. But I 
can see through my eyes after coming to 
Loyola they are slowly improving. They enjoy 
their life at Loyola. In a short period, they 
make friends, sit together and talk without 
gender differences.  They try to realise their 
goals and aims. They share their own 
feelings and thoughts with their teachers 
and their friends. They feel they have 
freedom to learn many things at Loyola 
Environment. And they feel free to talk to 
their teachers. This different environment 
made me to become a teacher at Loyola 
campus. 

As a teacher at Loyola Campus I have many 
responsibilities to do. I have to take care of 
my students. I have to motivate them. I have 
to teach them to achieve their goals and I 
have to make them to be a good person and I 
have to engage them to do social work. 

I believe teaching can be a demanding 
profession.  Most of the people think 
teaching to be less valuable.  Some teachers 
only concentrate on the syllabus. But most of 
the teachers work not for money but for 

personal satisfaction. They really need to see 
the world with educated people. They have 
to develop their society with one chalk piece. 
Teachers have the capacity to change the 
society. 

Teaching is a stress-free job. Nobody puts 
pressure on me related to teaching.  I teach 
with freedom. I want to be a professional 
teacher.  I learn a lot of from my colleagues.  
As a teacher, I learn many things from my 
students.  They make me a strong and bold 
person.  They encourage me to teach more. 
They teach me to be happy with everyone.   

Teaching is the main focus at the moment 
for me. I want to be a good teacher. I want to 
study more. I want to improve my 
knowledge. I want to achieve my goals. I 
hope Loyola Campus will help me to achieve 
my goals. 

 

Premini Karunanithy 
Vavuniya 
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P eople who are united are happy 
people and can achieve any goal 

in life. But if we keep on fighting and 
stay away from each other, we fail. 
Unity holds great significance in 
every phase of our lives. In sports, at 
office, in family everywhere 
happiness and success are the result 
of unity. 

Unity means union or togetherness. 
Strength is basically direct result of 
unity. A group of people which stays 
united always achieves more success 
than a single person. That’s why 
groups are created in almost every field such 
as office, sports, etc. In our personal lives 
too, we live together in the family which 
gives us strength and power to bear our 
sufferings and celebrate our happiness. At 
office, teams are formed to achieve any 
desired result. Likewise in sports and 
military, groups are created and strategies 
are made to achieve something. 

In olden days, man lived alone. He travelled 
and hunted all by himself which sometimes 
gave opportunities to fierce animals to attack 
and kill him. Then he realized that if he 
joined hands with other hunters, he would 
be able to face several common dangers and 
challenges. This is how villages got formed 
which later got developed into the towns, 
cities and countries. Unity is required 
everywhere, as it strengthens the will and 
power to transform an unacceptable system.  

Even in music concerts or dance troupe, 
unity plays a greater role. If the group is 
united they perform in harmony and in 
synchronisation but the moment each 
individual starts showing their individual 
talent, the outcome can be chaotic and 
disastrous. Unity teaches us to be 
disciplined, it makes us polite and 
considerate and teach us to live together in 
harmony and peace. Unity gives us the 

confidence and power to demand things and 
achieve result. Even in factories, etc. 
labourers work in groups and form unions, if 
they are undermined or suppressed by the 
owners. People who work alone can be 
defeated easily and they have little or no 
confidence to fight for their rights but if they 
work in groups, they can achieve wonders. 

The greatest example is the freedom 
movement of India. Mahatma Gandhi united 
all the citizens of India belonging to different 
castes and creeds and started the non-violent 
movement. The world knows it was all due 
to his will and the unity of the great freedom 
fighters and the citizens which ultimately 
helped in winning the independence for 
India.  

No single person can achieve, what is to be 
achieved by a group of people. A country is 
strong where citizens are united, a family is 
strong where members stay together. There 
are several examples which prove that unity 
is strong. Thus unity is important in each 
and every sphere of our lives.  

     “Unity is the greatest quality of mankind” 

 

United we stand, Divided we fall 

Francis Sutharshan 
Mannar 
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N atural environment is a great gift of 
our God to human beings. It’s very 

beautiful. Environment has three parts. 
They are water, land and air. We get many 
benefits from our natural environment. 
Water helps in many ways, such as to drink, 
to wash, to bath, to get electricity, to cook 
food etc. In many countries people get 
electricity from water including Sri Lanka. 
Air gives pure oxygen to animals and plants 
for breathing. Land helps humans to build 
many buildings, tube water, to cultivate 
plants etc. 

Today our society is facing many problems. 
Environment pollution is an important 
problem of our society. Air is polluted by 
smoke of vehicles, burning of garbage, usage 
of CFC gas, atomic bombs and smoke from 
factories. A man can’t live without water. 
Water is the most precious gift from nature. 
But water is polluted by human waste, the 
waste from homes and factories, throwing 
garbage into rivers and mixing chemicals 
into rivers and oceans. Land is polluted by 
man in many ways. Such as throwing 
garbage, atomic bombs also the use of 

polythene and plastic items and artificial 
fertilizers. Especially deforestation destroys 
nature. 

Due to the environmental pollution our 
society is facing many problems. Such as 
different lung and skin diseases, effects of 
UV-rays, global warming, green house 
effect, ozone hole, draught etc. So we have 
to protect our environment from these 
problems. It’s our duty. We should control 
environmental pollution in many ways. Such 
as reducing the usage of polythene and 
plastic items, replanting trees, recycling, 
reducing the usage of petroleum, making 
rules for the abuse of the environment etc. 

Therefore, our environment won’t be 
polluted. It’s our duty to save our 
environment. Environment is our good 
friend. So we want to make a strong bond 
with the environment. When we save our 
environment, we can live with happiness 
and be free of diseases. 

Environmental Pollution 

Jashica Charles, Vavuniya 

S mile! It irritates those who wish to 
destroy you.” I read this sentence 

somewhere and I don’t know where and who 
wrote it. But it’s something true. Smile is the 
best thing that comes from humans. 

Everyone wants to have big smile because it 
has a strong effect on others. It makes others 
happy and makes them joyful. If a person is 
in a bad situation, we should greet the 
person with a smile. The smile will make 
that person feel better. It will give him 
courage to face the difficulties. When 
someone smiles at another person, it creates 
a positive feeling in the receiver of the smile. 

Everybody loves smiling. If a person always 
smiles, that smile gives beauty to that 
person. We will be beautiful if we always 
smile. 

Smile is a powerful weapon. Everybody 
knows that it is the universal sign of 
happiness, and smile creates a connection 
between people. Everyone has different types 
of smiles but all smiles send out the same 
message. 

A smile is a way of showing our happiness, 
love, friendliness and kindness. If a person 
always smiles, it says that the person is 
happy or trying to be happy. If a person gets 
angry with others, then we have to reflect 
our smile to that person, so it can change the 
person’s anger. 

A smile costs nothing. Then why don’t we 
just smile?  We can make others happy and 
be happy always. 

Smile 
Dina Nirushana, Vavuniya “ 
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What can you tell briefly about CSC and the work among the plantation 
people? 

CSC has grown. At the beginning we started preschools only in three estates and we 
expanded it later to 18 estates by 2012. Afterwards the spirit of CSC was not the same. Now 
Loyola Campus- Hatton is a blessing for CSC to give new life to the centre.  

The main aim of CSC is to empower the plantation community. Initially we gave 
importance to education. We started preschools and developed evening coaching centres 
and focused our attention on the dropout children. We also aimed the overall development 
of the students. We used to bring the children to the centre for reflection and skill 
development. CSC was publishing a monthly magazine called ‘Malai kural’, (the voice of the 
hill) where the students had the opportunities to share their concerns and reflections in the 
form of essays, poems and drawings. 

As we were doing education program, we came to the realization that one of the basic issues 
of the plantation community was land and housing rights. So we organized programmes for 
the leaders of the trade unions, writers, teachers, women and the people to make them 
aware of the plantation situation. Through the platform ‘Kalam’ we could organize 
reflection meetings once a month on the burning issues of the plantation community.  

 

In your experience, what are the main challenges people face in terms of 
education? 

There is a deep desire on the part of the students towards higher education and there is an 
increase in the number of the students who go for university studies. Sadly the plantation 

Why 
in 

Hatton ?
Y ogitha is the administrator of Center for Social Concern (CSC) and Loyola Campus 

Hatton. Her mother has been working both at Satyodaya, Kandy and CSC, Hatton with 
Fr. Maria Antony, the founder of CSC. Yogitha joined CSC in 1993 as a preschool teacher at 
Mountjean Estate and has been holding various positions at CSC depending on the need of 
the centre. Recently she was managing the centre as the coordinator in the absence of a 
Jesuit personnel. She loves the people and the centre. Her dedication with optimism and 
smile brings a lot of people to CSC. Now she is busy in recruiting new students to Loyola 
Campus-Hatton. Sr. Sahayamary, the Dean of Studies, Loyola Campus Hatton interviewed 
her for Loyola Campus Magazine. Here is the excerpt from her interview. 
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community is neglected at every level. Still the upcountry does not have proper teachers 
especially in English, Maths and science subjects. So in general the students have to choose 
art subjects which do not provide much employment opportunities. So the plantation 
community remains backward in higher education.  

 

In this context, how do you estimate the relevance of Loyola Campus- 
Hatton? 

The students of Hatton feel the need of English language for better job opportunities. But 
they are afraid to learn English. Though the children here are highly talented, the shyness or 
fear to learn English becomes the stumbling block towards their bright future. Many choose 
arts subjects. Since they fail in English, they do not get employment in the banking sector or 
any private sector for that matter. Government has already neglected this community.  

The focus group of Loyola Campus is youth.  I am happy and welcome Loyola campus- 
Hatton to bring change in the youth of the plantation community. Already Loyola Campus 
has recruited staff like Udayakumari and Sinduja from the plantation community. It means 
that it has recognized the potentials of the community. 

I do not want  Loyola campus to become like regular schools. In my opinion the schools are 
very rigid and traditional and their aim is to complete the syllabus. I expect Loyola Campus 
to be friendly with students and to provide opportunities to grow in freedom and creativity. 
There need to be personal guidance for students. We may have students both from Hatton 
town and the estates. The estate children may have a lot of hesitation and inhibition. The 
staff of Loyola Campus need to understand the students’ background and need to build their 
confidence first.  Money should not be the criteria for recruitment. The poor must feel free to 
approach the centre for education.  

Our education should not be bookish alone. We also need to be aware that we are dealing 
with youth. They love to be free. So we need to include indoor games, workshops and outings 
in our curriculum. We need to pay attention to the overall development of the youth. When 
they go out of Loyola 
Campus, they need to 
go with values, higher 
aims in life, concern 
and commitment 
towards   their own 
plantation community, 
self discipline and 
skills to obtain a 
decent job.  I am 
hopeful that Loyola 
Campus will bring 
changes in the 
plantation community.  

Sr. Sahayamary  
Hatton 
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H appy is the man who acquires the habit 
of reading when he is young. Books are 

the most important sources of knowledge. 
We read stories, poems, histories, adventures 
and everything in books. We have read about 
things which we have never seen or heard 
before. Man has secured a lifelong source of 
knowledge, noble thoughts and high ideals. 
Poor indeed is the man who doesn't read. 
The blessings which the reading habits 
brings are so precious. 

There are many noble books on history, 
religion, travel & science which we ought to 
read and which will give us not only pleasure 
but an education. We can develop a taste for 
serious reading so that at the end it will give 
us more pleasure than even novels and books 
of fiction. Nor should poetry be neglected for 
the best poetry gives us the noble thoughts 
and imagination clothed in lovely and 
musical language. Little children love to read 
fairy tales & other story books. The tales of 
Arabian nights tell us the strange adventures. 
It will keep us awake with curiosity. Each 
religion has its own books too. The 
Christians have the Bible, the Muslims have 
the Quran, the Hindus have the Vedas and 
the Buddhist have the Dhammapada. The 
Mahawamsa is considered as the oldest 
record of history of our country. It is very 
interesting to read articles on inventions and 
discoveries because we learn many exciting 
facts from them. Books & reading inspire our 
lives. Books are more faithful than friends. 
Our friends may change or die but our books 
await for us. No wonder a reader become a 
book lover and reading makes the us perfect. 

 
Razik Sasina 
Mannar 

Reading Perfects Man 

I  am Ms. Udaya, one of the facilitators at 
Loyola Campus- Hatton. I am really 

happy to share about my experience during 
the English training programme by Adrian 
Doff. It was a big opportunity for me. I really 
enjoyed and met so many people from India 
and different parts of Sri Lanka. 

The training programme taught me many 
ways to become a good teacher. It is more 
valuable for me. As a teacher I am really 
proud of myself because of this opportunity. 
In the beginning, I was nervous. Everything 
was strange: the place, the people and the 
programme. I was scared to talk to the 
participants. I felt that the participants were 
highly educated and I was nowhere before 
them. But slowly I took courage and 
participated actively in the training. The 
participants were friendly, the sessions were 
participatory and I also had something to 
contribute in the training.  

Mr. Adrian Doff taught us very well. He is 
British. I liked his accent and pronunciation. 
It was a great opportunity for me to listen to 
English from a native speaker.  I liked his 
approach. It was participatory. He made us 
comfortable and friendly. I had the privilege 
to meet him personally outside the training. 
He encouraged me to become a good 
English teacher and helped me to remove 
fear in me.  

I want to thank Loyola Campus and the 
Jesuit Worldwide Learning ( JWL) for this 
opportunity. In future I will give my best to 
my own plantation community as an English 
facilitator of Loyola Campus- Hatton. 

 

 Rajendran Udayakumari 
 Hatton 

Learning to Teach English 
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Even a sigh feels very happy 
Even a tear brings laugh 
Defeat becomes success 
There if my mother is with me. 
 
There won’t be any murmur 
There won’t  be any suffering 
Well-being will be close to me 
There if my mother is with me. 
 
It feels I’m alive 
Affliction gone, seems a far cry from me 
Fortune comes near to me 
There if my mother is with me. 
 
 

 
 

It’s you been Dad for me,  
Suffering in this existence 
It’s me been daughter for you, 
Even if I’m unable to write any poems, 
The” love” is in my heart about you Dad 
If it takes out and put into the Ocean. 
Definitely the Ocean will begin to overflow  
By reason of my strong love for you Dad. 
 
 

 
 

Through the moon light 
At the riverside, 
It’s your face on the moon. 
It comes, your smell through rosy air into my sight, 
The moon comes through the Mountains, 
Always calling me to come closer 
Though, I have been given my whole life to you. 
 
 

 
 

I never feel that happiness…… 
I Delivered you that day………. 
I saw your face and I forgot every pain……… 
And you brought me every happiness to my life…… 
That’s my “LOVE” to you my loving son……………… 

MOTHER 

FATHER 

HUSBAND 

SON 

Varieties of  

Nimali Malalasekara 
Vavuniya 

Love 
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M y family is very 
small. I have 

two brothers. My 
father is a farmer. My 
mother is a housewife. 

My brothers and I are very much attached to our parents. My mother prepares food and 
we have our breakfast at home. My family enjoys always. We do our homework with our 
mother's help. Sometimes I help my brothers to do their homework. I always help them. I 
help my mother in her cleaning and washing. I help her to prepare dinner and lunch. Our 
parents love us forever. But my father is very strict. My brothers are very kind to me. They 
are clever boys. My mother gives tea to father every evening. We get together for our 
lunch. We share our joys with our parents. They help us. Sometimes my parents, and my 
brothers go out. I stay at home. I feel very lonely. They help my parents sometimes. I love 
my family forever. I will never live without them.   

        

 

F amily is very important for my life. I can’t live as a single 
person. Relationships are necessary for us. Family members 

always help us. They stay close to us at times of difficulties by 
providing solutions with their experiences. Sometime if we hate our 

parents, they will be hurt. But they will always talk to us. Because they love us. Our 
parents live for us. And our siblings help us in many ways. Our grandparents advise us. All 
our relations are for us. So, love of the family is very important for us. If we face any 
difficult situation they support us. When we are naughty, parents advice with love. When 
we are faced with problems, parents provide us better solutions. Family is the most 
beautiful thing in our lives.  

S. Hiruja 
Vavunniya 

-Father 

-And 

-Mother 

-I 

-Love 

-You 
S. Sarasvathy 
Vavuniya     
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G ood communicative skills are essential 
for a successful career of a student and 

a good businessman/woman. In today’s 
competitive world, such skills of 
communication are the most important 
quality of an educated person.  

Reading, Writing, and Listening carefully are 
the three most important communicative 
skills. These skills like most of the 
communicative skills sounds too familiar as 
a result of which we take them for granted. 
These areas 
have been 
introduced to 
students in 
schools and 
colleges for the 
overall 
developments 
of students. 

The best way to 
develop 
communicative 
skills is group 
activities. Teachers should give group 
activities not only in the class rooms but also 
ask students to complete assignments in 
equally divided groups. And also teacher 
should continuously change the groups. So 
that students improve their communicative 
skills.  

The first skill is reading. Reading is 
important for a number of reasons. Reading 
is important because it develops the mind. It 
is helpful for the students to develop their 
language skills and it also helps them learn 
to listen. A person who knows how to read 
can educate himself in any area of life they 

are interested in. Reading develops the 
imagination. It improves spelling. As 
students learn to pronounce letters and 
words, spelling becomes easier. Also reading 
helps to expand the vocabulary. They can 
also learn new words. 

Finally, I would like to state why reading is 
important. Reading is important because 
words, spoken and written are the building 
block of life. When we improve our reading 
skills then automatically speaking skills and 
writing skills are improved. 

The second skill is writing. Writing skills is 
one of the most important transferable skill 
that workers possess. Most business 
professionals need excellent writing skills 
because they must properly convey ideas. 
Then only they can succeed in their business 
or career. If you write well you will succeed 

in your life. 
Writing well 
means 
conveying 
thoughts, ideas 
and facts in 
simple and clear 
language. Good 
writing skill is 
important for 
school students 
and college 
students. Good 

writing skills also help in getting jobs. 

And another skill is listening. Listening skills 
allow students to understand what another 
person is saying. Good listening skills make 
workers more productive. The ability to 
listen carefully allows students to better 
understand their studies. 

Communication is simply the act of 
transferring information from one place to 
another. Developing your communication 
skills can help all aspects of your life, from 
your professional life to personal and social 
life. That’s why everyone must improve their 
communicative skills.  

Importance of  
Good Communicative 

Skills 
Inthujalini Paranthaman 

Vavuniya 
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E nglish is an important language all 
over the world. English is an 

international language. It is spoken as the 
mother tongue in many of the countries. 
But it is spoken as the second language in 
Sri Lanka. If we want to follow any 
course, we should know English very 
well. If we wish to visit any country, we 
should know English. If we have good 
knowledge in English, we can opt for 
higher education. We should realize the 
importance of English. We should 
improve our English language. We must 
read many valuable books in English. So 
every person should learn English. If we 
master English language, we can go 
anywhere without fear. So we should 
learn English with dedication. 

S.Kupaliny    
Vavuniya F riendship is a gift from 

God. All of us have got 
that gift. friendship is an important part of our 
life. Friendship provides us life and direction 
to move forward. When we go to any place or 
class we get new friends. Sometime we don’t 
share our personal issues with our parents. But 
we can share them with our best friends. 
When we select our friends, we have to be 
careful. I think everyone will get a good friend 
in their lives. Also, I have a best friend. My 
best friend’s name is Kokulan. He is a nice 
person. From grade 9 we are best friends. If we 
have friends, we can share many things. for 
example, we can share our personal issues, 
happiness, sadness and our problems. Our 
friends also will motivate us. They will give 
good ideas and solutions. My parents allow me 
to go with my friends. So, I go to church, 
birthday parties, get-togethers and school with 
my friends. If I choose correct friends, they 
will give many advices. Sometimes when we 
choose wrong friends, they guide us in bad 
ways. So, everyone has to select good friends 
in their lives.  

T here are so many good qualities that can be followed by human 
beings to be good and to be humane in society. Among those there 

are some golden qualities. One of them is kindness. There is no one who 
can deny kindness. It is an irreplaceable and much demanded quality 

today. Kindness always leads people towards holiness. So even we can summarize and say 
that ‘kindness is close to holiness’. Kindness includes so many other qualities. Kindness 
contains qualities such as love, care, concern and dedication. Though we live in a 
modernized world, still we desire to be close to someone and express our kind thoughts 
and deeds. There is no religion that speaks against kindness. Especially Catholicism invites 
each member to be kind to others.   

It is not easy to be kind to others. Because kindness demands lots of self-giving, patience, 
dedication etc. So therefore to be kind to others is not an easy task for anyone in life. But it 
is not impossible. Let us never forget about this important quality, kindness, and walk 
towards holiness.  

Friendship 

I. Deilisha 
Vavuniya 

       Being Kind to One another  

Thushyanthiny 
Vavuniya 
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A  healthy mind and a healthy body are 
equally important for making our life 

successful. Sports and games help to develop 
both body and mind. They make our body 
strong by giving it ample exercise. A strong 
and healthy body in turn helps to keep the 
mind healthy. The first great value of sports 
is that it keeps us physically fit and healthy. 
Our daily work is a great strain on our body. 

Through games and sports we can develop 
and maintain our health. Games keep our 
body alert, active, youthful and energetic. 
Sports and games help our power of 
concentration. Through sports and games,              
we learn many noble qualities like patience, 
perseverance, and sense of responsibility. 

Sports and games are also 

desirable as it helps decreasing the general 
incidents of crime. Sports and games 
develop character and healthy pattern of 
living. In our daily lives, we spend most of 
our time within the workplace. Then we go 
home and have food and drinks and then go 
to sleep. Students spend more time reading 
books and doing homework. Women spend 
their time within home doing various 
household works.  

When we don’t play games and sports, we 
really don’t know how bad our health is. We 
should understand the value of games and 
sports. That is why we need to play some 
sport and games in our spare time. 

B ody part 
donation is 

where a person 
donates his/her 
body parts for 

transplantation. The organs which may be 
denoted for transplantation after death 
include heart, lungs, and kidneys, liver. 
Some tissues can also be donated such as 
eyes, bones, skins, veins, heart valves.    

 Both types of organs can be donated either 
living or deceased. The organs are given to 
those who have got their body parts 
damaged and is needed to be replaced. It 
may save a life of somebody and improve 
their quality of life by making health 
improvements. 

There are three ways of organ donation: 
Living organ donation, Donation after 
circulatory death, Donation after brain stem 
death. Living organ donations usually takes 
place when one family member donates an 
organ to another member of his/her family 

who is related by blood such as one’s 
mother, father, brother, sister and child. 
Donation after circulatory death involves a 
patient who dies in the hospital but is not 
on ventilator. They may donate their 
kidneys in some cases, and other organs too. 
Donation after brain stem death means the 
person is kept on ventilator in order to 
provide with oxygen and keeping his heart 
beating and blood circulating after his/her 
death. In such type, heart, lungs and livers 
can be donated. 

 If you want to donate a body organ, you 
don’t need to be of a specific age for joining 
the list of donors. Most people look for 
donors who donate heart, kidney, lung or 
liver. A single donor even can help several 
people by donating number of organs. 
Although sometimes donation of body parts 
is looked at with apprehension, it is indeed a 
noble act. It not only saves a life but also 
brings joy to so many other people as well. 

Sports & Character Formation 

V. Nishanthini, Vavuniya 

Donation- A Call to Gift 

S. Surenthiny, Vavuniya 
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S ir Charles Spencer Chaplin was born on 16th April 1889 in Walworth 
London in the United Kingdom. He became well Known as Charlie 

and was an English actor, comedian and filmmaker. His parents were 
singers and actors. After his father’s death, his family had to face many 
challenges. 
 
The situation become worse after the illness of Charlies’ mother. He had to 
start work at the age of nine. Small Charlies’ will power and talent made 
him a stage actor and comedian. Later he moved to the United Stated 
where joined Fred Karno company. 
 
Charlie could win the hearts of his audience very soon. In 1913, he entered 
the cinema world. In 1917, he become an independent film producer. Sir 
Charles Chaplin once said that you will never find a rain bow if you’re 
looking down. 
 
It was his dedication and hard work that made him successful in life. There 
is no reason why each one of us cannot make our dreams come true.  

29  

T Meli Mithuja, 
Vavuniya 



 


