
EDUCATE 

EMPOWER 

Country Director’s Message 

Vidyāna 

JWL Diploma 

the Centres 

Mannar 

Vavuniya 

Puthukkudiyiruppu 

Hatton 

Trincomalee 

Directors’ Zoom Meeting 

Centre Visits  

 

TRANSFORM 

Ignatian Pedagogy at Loyola Campus 

Country Office,  

Thalaimannar Road,  

Mannar, Sri Lanka 

   . (94) 77 436 3144   (   . . .  

Continued on page 2  

 

Dear Readers,  

 

Most of our teachers want students to leave their classes with 

more than just a heap of information and memory lessons; ide-

ally the student has also been transformed in some way, has be-

come more complex in thought and intention, has an under-

standing of the significance of what’s been learned, and has 

made some progress on a larger life path. In other words, he/she 

has become formative of persons or has ‘Learn[ed] together to 

Transform the World’. As a Jesuit institution, Loyola Campus 

with its preferred partner JWL (Jesuit Worldwide Learning: 

Higher Education at the Margins) embraces these possibilities, 

all of which can be traced to the practice of Ignatian Pedagogy.  

Ignatian Pedagogy is a way of learning and a method of teaching 

rooted in spiritual exercises devised in the 16th century by St. 

Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Society of Jesus.  These 

exercises called for a cycle of experience, reflection, and action 

to help an individual uncover truth, grow closer to God, and 

take steps toward bettering the world. Accordingly, in all things 

the Jesuit way involves a search for God’s will. This search, in 

the Jesuit vocabulary, goes by the name of discernment.          

The idea in this paradigm is not to limit this kind of learning to 
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special “Ignatian courses” but 

to consider the possibility 

that it might be relevant 

across a wide range of disci-

plines and classes. 

The Ignatian Pedagogical Par-

adigm is founded on the be-

lief that education has to go 

beyond the mere transmis-

sion of information from 

teachers to student. More 

than an exercise in memori-

zation or a purely cognitive 

transaction, education is 

meant to be a transforma-

tional experience that affects 

the students on all levels—

cognitive, certainly, but also 

emotional and behavioral. 

The process operates through 

a cycle. Ignatian pedagogy 

begins with experi-

ence; whether students are 

doing community-based 

learning or class room activi-

ties; they are meant to engage 

the material in a way that ful-

ly involves them. This means 

both cognitive, personal, be-

havioral and societal invest-

ment and engagement. The 

process continues when the 

experience ends, as the stu-

dent engages in a process of 

reflection on the experiences 

and all the reactions it 

caused. This is an opportuni-

ty for deeper meaning to 

arise, and for the student to 

see which reactions were 

fleeting and which ones en-

dure. This is not reflection 

solely for reflection’s sake, 

however; the introspection is 

meant to lead to action. This 

“action” can involve choices 

about a variety of domains: 

the learning experience itself, 

the student’s personal life, 

the student’s professional fu-

ture, and, ideally—this is cru-

cial in Ignatian pedagogy—

the larger world. Specifically, 

it is hoped that real education 

will lead the student to take 

actions, large and small, to 

make the world a better place 

for all, and particularly those 

most in need. It is this we do 

at Loyola Campus in collabo-

ration with our preferred 

partner JWL: Higher Educa-

tion at the Margins - 

“accompany learners in the 

lifelong pursuit of compe-

tence, conscience, and com-

passionate commitment”.  
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The first Loyola Campus- Sri 

Lanka magazine ‘Vidyāna’ was 

released on 30 August 2017. It is a 

bi-monthly magazine and will 

attempt to capture creative im-

putes of the students, staff, col-

laborators and others who wit-

ness the journey that Loyola 

Campus is making in Sri Lanka.  

The tile of the Magazine ‘Vidyāna 

is coined from the Sanskrit words 

Vidyā (Knowledge) ati 

(Excellence) dānam (Gift) to 

mean ‘The Gift of Knowledge or 

Education' as the Gift par-

excellence (Vidyā atidānam). The 

Sanskrit word, Vidya or vidyā, 

figures prominently in all texts 

pertaining to Indian philosophy - 

to mean science, learning, 

knowledge and scholarship; most 

importantly, it refers to valid 

knowledge which cannot be con-

tradicted and true knowledge 

which is the knowledge of the 

Self intuitively gained. Its root is 

Vid in Sanskrit which means - to 

reason upon, knower, finding, 

knowing, acquiring or under-

standing.  Vidyā illuminates the 

mind and shatters illusions, in-

creases intelligence, power and 

efficiency; develops the intellect 

and makes it more re-fined; it 

effects a complete transformation 

as the root of all happiness and as 

the source of illumination and 

power.   

Vidyāna 

 Loyola Campus Magazine 

Published  

Continued on page 4  
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Knowledge is certainly a man’s greatest beauty. It is a safe and hidden treasure. It provides pros-

perity, fame and happiness. Knowledge is the teacher of all teachers. Knowledge is the Supreme 

God. Without knowledge, one remains as beast. Knowledge is an entity, which a thief cannot 

steal, no authority can snatch, siblings cannot ask for a share; it’s not a burden to carry and it 

only increases as it’s spent and shared. Therefore, the wealth of knowledge is the foremost of all 

other wealthy possessions. “Na Gyanen Sadrusham Pavitram Iha Vidyate” – Nothing is more sa-

cred than the education (knowledge).  “Amrutam tu vidya” – Knowledge is eternal. “Sa Vidyaa 

Yaa Vimuktaye” – Education is that which uplifts the Soul. Vidya dadati vinayam; Vinaya dadati 

paatrataam; paatratva dhanamaapnoti; dhanaat dharmam tatatsukham, — “Education gives hu-

mility. Humility gives character; from character, one gets wealth; from wealth (by doing charita-

ble deeds), one gets righteousness; in righteousness, there is joy.”    

Jesuit Worldwide Learning 

Diploma on Liberal Arts 

offered by the Regis Universi-

ty, USA commenced on 28 

August 2017. Six students 

from Loyola Campus, Vavuni-

ya have been registered at the 

Regis University to follow the 

three year Diploma which 

will earn them 45 credits and 

the ability to transfer these 

credits to a future course that 

they wish to pursue. The Di-

ploma is online based.  

The Diploma 

not only 

hopes to 

sharpen 

their skills in 

different are-

as that can provide them bet-

ter employment opportuni-

ties, but hopes to create men 

and women who posses lead-

ership qualities and a vision 

to  create a humane world 

order for the generations to 

come.  

JWL Diploma in Liberal Arts, 

in future, will be offered at 

the other Loyola Campus 

Centres. This is expected to 

bring tremendous opportuni-

ties to the student communi-

ties in Sri Lanka.  

JWL DIPLOMA  
 at  

Loyola Campus- Vavuniya 

August 
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During the month of August, the Facilitators 

of the Centre were busy in getting the Centre 

and the environment ready to receive the 

new batch of students during the first week 

of August. There were no academic pro-

grammes at the Centre. However, the facilita-

tors worked hard in familiarizing themselves 

in the new academic content to be imple-

mented from the September batch. The facil-

itators were given access to the syllabus and 

text books of the JWL Global English Pro-

gramme. They were expected to familiarize 

themselves with the first three levels and 

comprehensively grasp the strategy of the 

text book in imparting language skills to the 

students.  

At the moment, the Centre hopes to imple-

ment two new academic programmes: a one 

year Diploma in English and a Certificate 

course on Computer Applications Assistant. 

The syllabus and the lesson plans are being 

prepared at the moment. The Centre hopes 

to successfully implement these courses and 

provide better opportunities for the students 

to equip themselves with new and employa-

ble skills.  

First the facilitators with the other staff 

cleaned the academy and the surrounding 

areas as it has not been used for a couple of 

months due to the unavailability of students. 

A number of areas of the academy and the 

office were painted and some damaged sec-

tions were repaired and put in order. Somme 

of the wooden material in the Centre has 

been affected by termites and a solution for 

the termite issue is being sought.  

The Centre hopes to have a good batch of 

students in September. The registration for 

the new batch will be open from 4 September 

2017. Once the students are registered a 

placement test will be administered to check 

the level of students in order to help them 

better.  
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This was the final month 

before the courses are com-

pleted for the May- August 

batch. The students and the 

facilitators worked hard to-

wards finalizing the course 

content. Special sessions 

were taken to prepare the 

students to face the exams 

successfully.  

During this month, the stu-

dents exhibited more seri-

ousness in their studies and 

involvement in skill devel-

opment. They all await the 

exam days to put into test, 

their newly acquired 

knowledge and skills. The 

request of Pooverasankulam 

Good Shepherd Convent for 

facilitators was taken into 

consideration. English Liter-

ature Classes were conduct-

ed for two students with a 

view on continuing the 

same course during the up-

coming batch. Sinhala clas-

ses and Diploma Preparato-

ry classes were conducted 

regularly.  

Several measures were taken 

to keep the campus clean 

against the Dengue threat. 

The local authorities, to 

make sure that the campus 

is a safe zone for the stu-

dents and the children, reg-

ularly inspected the campus. 

The students actively partic-

ipated in cleaning the drain-

age system in the area in the 

view of preventing Dengue 

breeding places. That was 

an eye opening for the sur-

rounding neighbours. Some 

neighbours joined the 

efforts after seeing the ex-

emplary actions of the stu-

dents. 

Rev Fr Benny SJ gave a talk 

on Ignatian Pedagogy to the 

students on 31st July. They 

were given awareness about 

the methods of studies from 

the Ignatian perspective. 

Rev Fr Milroy further elabo-

rated the topic in his guest 

speech at the inaugural ses-

sion of the synergy forum 

“IDEA”. Though the topic 

was advanced, Fr Milroy 

took efforts to make it 

adaptable to the context.  

August 
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During the month of Au-

gust, the Centre continued 

its classes for the children in 

the morning as well as in the 

evening. Although the 

school children were still in 

the mood of the holidays, 

they were regular in coming 

for the classes at the Centre.  

On 15 August, the Centre 

initiated the computer appli-

cations course. There are 

three students attending the 

course at the moment, and 

we are expecting more to 

join in the month of Septem-

ber once the JWL Global 

English Programme is initi-

ated. 

There are three class rooms 

in the academy building. 

The first class room at en-

trance is bigger than the 

other and it does not give a 

good atmosphere to conduct 

classes and it needs to be 

modified. The section was 

modified with a partition. 

The other class rooms are 

also being used to conduct 

classes alternatively. 

The facilitators of the Centre 

worked hard in preparing 

the Centre for the new in-

take of students in Septem-

ber. A staff meeting for the 

facilitators of the Centre was 

held on 24 August. During 

the meeting, the Director 

appreciated the hard work of 

the staff during the month 

and highlighted a few areas 

that need attention.  

The Director of the Centre 

participated in a Zoom 

meeting organized by the 

Country Director of Loyola 

Campus. The meeting pro-

vided an opportunity to 

share and brief the team of 

Directors about the work 

that is taking place in Pu-

thukkudiyiruppu. A number 

of doubts and questions re-

garding the implementation 

of Loyola Campus academic 

programme were clarified. It 

was helpful and useful in 

planning for the Centre in 

the coming months.  
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The newly appointed staff 

of Loyola Campus are grad-

ually familiarizing with 

their roles and responsibili-

ties as facilitators. First 

they became familiar with 

Ricci box and then the Jes-

uit tradition of education: 

action and reflection para-

digm.  Ms. Yogitha, the Ad-

ministrator of the centre in 

her recent interview to the 

Loyola Campus Magazine 

hailed that Loyola Campus 

to be a blessing for the 

Centre for Social Concern 

(CSC).  

Recruitment of students 

was the greatest concern. 

The staff came together 

and planned a strategy to 

attract students.  One of 

the strategies was to print 

and distribute hand bills 

and posters. On the days of 

AL exams, the staff went 

and stood in front of the 

exam halls. As students 

came out of exam halls, the 

staff distributed the hand 

bills and explained the pro-

grammes of the centre. It 

was raining. Holding um-

brellas in one hand, hand 

bills on the other, in shiv-

ering cold, the staff were 

magnanimous to do this 

less dignified job of adver-

tising.  

Ms. Gunavathani, our com-

puter staff deserves our ap-

preciation for getting cer-

tificates for the students 

from Tertiary and Voca-

tional Education Commis-

sion (TVEC). She also regis-

tered the change of signa-

tory of the CSC with TVEC 

and obtained User Id and 

password for students’ reg-

istration and approval. To 

achieve this, she had to 

travel twice to Colombo in 

the third week of August.  

When the staff of Loyola 

campus visited Tiensin Es-

tate to recruit new students 

for the centre on 24 August 

2017, the OL students of 

the estate requested to 

conduct tuition classes in 

English for them since 

many fail in English and 

could not move forward in 

their education.  

 

August 
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The Centre continues its 

classes for the children in 

the afternoons and the 

evening. The children show 

great enthusiasm and ea-

gerness to learn English 

and acquire new skills that 

will be very useful for them 

in future. The children are 

more receptive and the 

Centre feels that learning 

English needs to be initiat-

ed from a younger age. It 

would better facilitate the 

process of acquiring the 

skills in English.  

The facilitators spent a 

considerable number of 

days in preparing for the 

new batch starting from 

September 2017. The new 

textbook for the JWL Glob-

al English programme was 

studied by the staff and a 

number of strategies creat-

ed in implementing the 

methodology introduced in 

the text books. The need to 

contexualise the textbooks 

and the need to be flexible 

in following the textbooks 

was highlighted. The facili-

tators need to transcend 

beyond the textbooks in 

trying to understand the 

situation of the students 

who come to the Centre to 

learn.  

The new courses offered at 

the Centre was advertised 

in the Trincomalee town . 

Through a number of ways, 

the information about the 

courses offered at the Cen-

tre has been circulated and 

made know to those who 

might be interested.  

The Centre and the team of 

facilitators eargerly await 

the arrival of students dur-

ing the first week of Sep-

tember. The Centre hopes 

to reach out to many stu-

dents in and around Trin-

comalee through the aca-

demic programmes offered 

at the Centre.  

The Directors of Loyola Campus- Sri Lanka had an online 

(Zoom) meeting to discuss about the progress and the strate-

gies to be implemented as the new batch commences in Sep-

tember.  

The Meeting was held on 20 August and it was organized by 

the Country Office of Loyola Campus. During the meeting the 

Directors shared the progress they have made with regard to 

the commencement of the new term in September. There were 

a number of updates from the Country Office.  

This was the first online meeting of Directors of Loyola Cam-

pus. While it provides an effective platform for sharing infor-

mation and planning it is also convenient.  

Centre Visits 

The Country Director 

and the Manager for Ac-

ademic and Financial 

Operations visited Loy-

ola Campus Centres 

from 26-29 August 2017. 

Discussions were held 

with both the Directors 

of the Centres and the 

Facilitators on the pro-

gress and the future 

plans.  
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A Zoom Meeting  of  Directors  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


