
VAVUCATALYST
P05 Take a Look at Our 
Staff Profiles
From program directors and site coordinators to 
international volunteers, read about our staff

P12 English Students Share 
Written Works and Artwork
Both weekday and weekend English batches 
share personal stories, poems, and articles

P40 Computer Students 
Show Off Photoshop Skills
Weekday and weekend Computer Application 
batches share some of their Photoshop creations

Students celebrate inaugaration day
THERE ARE CURRENTLY A TOTAL OF 106 STUDENTS.
     With the launch of the Vavuniya site on 14 September, northern Sri Lankan 
students have added reason to celebrate. At the inauguration, about 30 students 
joined the JRS-JC:HEM team to celebrate the start of this program, which offers 
them an opportunity to invest in a new beginning for a better future.   
     The morning started with the lighting of an oil lamp and a silent prayer. Fr. Joe 
Victor SJ, the JRS-JC:HEM Project Director, did the introductions and encouraged 
the students to make the most of this opportunity to further their education in 
English and Computer Applications, the first CSLTs offered at the Vavuniya centre. 

Students share 
personal profiles
Read about their dreams, 
aspirations and interest in 
education 

The courses we 
currently offer
Computer Applications and 
English as a Foreign Language 
(EFL) courses

New facilities and site 
updates
Our great progress so far 
regarding construction and 
student amenities

JC:HEM Loyola 
Campus 
Welcomes New 
Students
JCHEM FOUNDED A SECOND SITE 
IN VAVUNIYA SEPTEMBER 2015
     Loyola Campus, Vavuniya, the 
latest JRS-JC:HEM site, was launched 
on 14  September in Sri Lanka. 
This is the second JRS-JC:HEM site 
in the country providing tertiary 
education to war-affected youth 
and professionals in northern Sri 
Lanka.  
     Currently, two certificate courses 
are offered at Loyola Campus, 
Vavuniya: certificate course in 
English as Foreign Language and 
certificate course in Computer 
Applications. A total of 91 students 
attend different programmes at 
the centre. Loyola Campus has 
become a unique centre for learning 
and education for students in and 
around Vavuniya. 
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JCHEM Loyola Campus, Vavuniya 
Inaugaration Day September 14, 2015



English classes challenge 
students of all different 
levels and abilities
OUR CURRICULUM FOCUSES ON IMPROVING READING, 
SPEAKING, LISTENING AND WRITING SKILLS

Loyola Campus aims to improve and help discover different 
skillsets through a number of exercises. The pedagogy 
moves away from traditional techniques of memorizing 

and cogitation, which is often the case in mainstream 
education. 
     Through a number of activities like speech practices, 
reading, writing, group work, online presentations, film 
reviews, peer discussion, community based teaching and 
community based projects, the centre expects to improve 
the level of confidence in students while helping them to 
approach education and learning as a joyful activity. 
     Nearing the end of the four-month course, Loyola Campus 
challenges its students to bring the knowledge they have 
learned in the classroom out into the community, by teaching 
classes of their own. It is our mission to arrange outreach 
programmes where the Centre is able to educate others in 
and around Vavuniya
     While theoretical aspects receive important attention, 
students are encouraged to improve their skills in language 
and computer. A dedicated set of teachers keep the students 
active and engaged throughout the classes. 

JCHEM has founded sites in 
both Mannar and Vavuniya
THE MANNAR SITE STARTED SUMMER 2015 AND HAS GROWN 
TO 102 STUDENTS TOTAL

The Mannar site's construction and preparation started in November 
2014. The first batch of students started in February 2015. The 

response of students in the subsequent batches has been progressively 
improving. 74 students have graduated from our site in Mannar thus 
far. The third batch with 75 students is currently completing their term.
The staff in both Mannar and Vavuniya seek to create a welcoming 
atmosphere for the students where they feel comfortable interacting 
with their peers and motivated to improve their communication skills.

Vavuniya offers new facilities
OUR SITE OFFERS TWO CLASSROOMS, HOUSES FORTY 
COMPUTERS AND ATTENDS TO A CAPACITY OF 40+ STUDENTS
     The JRS building in Vavuniya was redesigned to provide two 
classrooms, each equipped with 20 computers. The Microsoft Company 
has been generous in providing the Centre with the necessary operating 
systems and Microsoft office software for the 40 i7 computers. 
     Loyola Campus maintains a small library through which students 
are encouraged to develop their skills in reading and accumulating 
knowledge in different dimensions. The rest rooms for students and 
staff were renovated and Loyola Campus currently maintains a clean 
and pleasant environment for students.

9 ,
INTERMEDIATE 
CLASS
 Intermediate English is the highest level 
currently offered
The course pushes its students to practice 
their English speaking skills and gives them the 
tools to express concepts and ideas eloquently.

PRE-INTERMEDIATE 
CLASS
Pre-intermediate English is provided for 
beginners
A great option for those with a basic grasp of 
the English language, the course fosters growth 
and confidence in English writing and speaking.

Computer Applications 
course offers Adobe 
software training
THROUGHOUT THE FOUR-MONTH COURSE, 
STUDENTS WILL BECOME PROFICIENT IN ADOBE 
PHOTOSHOP AND INDESIGN

We offer professional training in Adobe Photoshop 
CS6 and Adobe InDesign to our students, 
providing a creative outlet as well as building 

skills in interactive publishing. After a couple of months 
learning the basics, students are challenged to complete 
community-based projects and are given the freedom to 
develop personal projects of their own.

Jesuit Commons: 
Higher Education at 
the Margins
TRANSFORM THINKING... TRANSFORM 
THE WORLD

JC:HEM is a collaborative global partnership 
comprised of organizations, institutions, 

companies and, above all, people, to provide 
tertiary education to those without access 
to higher learning opportunities. 
     It draws on the rich Jesuit tradition 
of higher education and mobilizes the 
resources of Jesuit and other worldwide 
educational institution networks. Work 
accomplished by volunteers, on-site and 
virtual partnerships, a lean executive team 
and student commitment continues to move 
JC:HEM forward in achieving its mission to 
“Transform Thinking. Transform the World”.

;
letter from the 

editor
BY KATHLEEN AMBRE

As we near the end of our courses, we are 
happy to present Loyola Campus, Vavuniya's 

very first issue of VavuCatalyst. It has been my 
great honor teaching our young students here 
and a privilege to witness them learn, grow, 
and depart their knowledge to others in and 

around Vavuniya. 

This magazine does not only represent Loyola 
Campus as an institution, it is representative 
of all of our students and the hard work they 

have accomplished over the past four months. 

Whether it be a poem, story, article or work of 
art, all of our submissions were wonderful. To 

my students, I want to say thank you.

 We hope to make this publication a 

long-standing tradition and tribute to our 
students at Loyola Campus. 

Weekday English, Pre-Intermediate 
class hard at work

Students listened to director 
Father Joe Victor give a 

presentation on JCHEM's 
mission

Weekend Computer Applications 
class exploring Adobe Photoshop 

Our facilities provide two 
classrooms, each equipped 

with 20 computers.



EDUCATION
University of North 
Bengal, India
Ph.D in Physical 
Chemistry

HOME
Tamil Nadu, 
India
From the southern 
Dindigul district

WORK
Society of Jesus
Father Joe belongs to 
the Darjeeling Jesuit 
Province

EDUCATION
St. Aloysius College,
Madras University
Psychology, English Lit., 
Masters in Philosophy

BIRTHPLACE
Colombo,
Sri Lanka
From the town of 
Moratuwa

WORK
Educator
He hopes to educate a 
generation of thinkers 
beyond that of academia

Thiranjala Weerasinghe
VAVUNIYA SITE COORDINATOR & TRACK FACILITATOR

A t present I volunteer at Loyola Campus, the JC:HEM site in 
Vavuniya Sri Lanka. I graduated from St Aloysius College, 

Mangalore India majoring in Psychology, English Literature 
and Journalism. I finished my masters in Philosophy at 
the Madras University, India. I love teaching all learners to 
discover the wealth of knowledge and wisdom in themselves. 
I am convinced of the importance of education as a life-long 
process of learning and unlearning, being open to all the 
changing realities of today. Before joining JC:HEM, I worked 
for a South Asian research institute where my primary 
responsibilities were research and programme management. 
I was a Jesuit for about ten years before I took a break in 
2012. Currently I am aspiring to rejoin the order of Jesuits. 
Life has been my greatest teacher. One of the best things I 
have learnt during this short span of life is not to wait until 
life happens to me, but proactively engage with the reality 

Thira serves as a track 
facilitator. He also assists 
with administrative work 

and accounts.

Where JC:HEM works
JCHEM FOUNDED SRI LANKA'S SECOND SITE IN 
VAVUNIYA SEPTEMBER 2015

JC:HEM is a global organisation that provides tertiary 
education to deprived and marginalized communities 
in various parts of the world. JC:HEM works in locations 

as diverse as Afghanistan, Kenya, Malawi, Syria, the 
Philippines and Sri Lanka. 
     In Sri Lanka, JC:HEM has two operational campuses in 
the cities of Mannar and Vavuniya. The Vavuniya campus 
became operational in September 2015. Vavuniya is a 
major city in the Sri Lanka’s Northern Province, and was 
once a front-line town in the Sri Lankan Civil War. Thus, 
Vavuniya has been deeply affected by the war and its 
population is still recovering from the scars left behind 
by that terrible conflict. 
     In particular, the war had a debilitating effect 
on people’s access to quality educational facilities. 
Therefore, Vavuniya’s growing and youthful population 
urgently require easy access to quality education in 
crucial subjects such as English language and computer 
applications. 
     JC:HEM’s goal in establishing its Vavuniya campus 
has been to provide that access, and in keeping with 
the broader spirit of the Jesuit community, to instiage a 

where in the world...

‘ripple effect’ whereby JC:HEM’s students will pass on their 
knowledge to the broader community.

that I am presented with in order to decide how I want to live, 
subsequently defining the meaning of my own existence.

Father Joe Victor
MANNAR & VAVUNIYA SITE DIRECTOR

Hello. I'm Fr Joseph Victor Pitchai. I hail from Tamil 
Nadu, India, but belong to the Darjeeling Province of 

the Society of Jesus. After completing my B.Sc Chemistry 
from St Joseph's College, Trichy, and my M.Sc Chemistry 
from Loyola College, Chennai,  I took a Ph.D in Physical 
Chemistry from the University of North Bengal, India. I've 
published five papers in different journals in the area 
of ion-solvent interactions. For over twenty years I was 
involved in higher education, as a chemistry professor 
and later as principal of St Joseph's College, Darjeeling 
and then as a Vice-Principal of North Bengal St Xavier's 
College, Rajganj, India. For three years I worked among 
the tea workers of North Bengal, helping them to demand 
their various rights. Last May I joined the Jesuit Refugee 
Service (JRS) in Nepal and served as a Science Resource 
Teacher and Assistant Field Director, working for the Nepali 
refugees thrown out of Bhutan. Since last November I've 
been serving as a Project Director of JC:HEM Sri Lanka, 
establishing and supervising educational programs at  
the Mannar and Vavuniya sites with the help of some very 
generous, international volunteers. 

Father Joe enjoying his time on a 
JCHEM-sponsored trip to Kandy
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A student from the 
learning center in 
Kakuma, Kenya



Atputha Sahayanathan, S.J.
MANNAR TRACK FACILITATOR

Greetings! My name is Joseph Atputharaj Sahayanathan 
and I belong to the Sri Lanka province of the Society 

of Jesus. As part of my Jesuit Formation I was placed as 
a Track Facilitator for JC:HEM in Mannar, North Sri Lanka. 

     I have a Bachelor’s Degree in Visual Communication from 
Loyola College, Chennai, India. My Master’s Degree was 
completed at the University of Madras, India, with a focus 
on Philosophical Studies. 
I’m very happy to teach Computer Applications: Photoshop 
and InDesign to the students because I’m very interested 
in Photography, Design and Videography. I have had the 
privilege of teaching at the JC:HEM Mannar site since May 
2015. I truly enjoy every single day here. 

Brother Atpu in Nuwara Eliya,
on a JCHEM-sponsored trip.

EDUCATION
Loyola College
Chennai, India
Bachelor's Degree in 
Visual Communication

HOME
Batticaloa
Sri Lanka
He is originally from a 
small fishing town 

WORK
Society of Jesus
Sri Lanka Province
He was placed as part 
of Jesuit Formation

EDUCATION
St. Joseph's Post Gradu-
ate & Research Center
Completed a masters 
degree in Microbiology

BIRTHPLACE
Goa, India
After six months in Sri 
Lanka, she returned to 
Goa this past November

WORK
Social Work
Inspired by the Jesuits, 
she hopes to live her life 
giving back to society

Ninoschka Pinto
VAVUNIYA-MANNAR TRACK FACILITATOR

Hi everyone! My name is Ninoschka H. Pinto. I am an Indian 
citizen hailing from the small but beautiful state of Goa. 

I completed most of my education in Goa itself until I got my 
degree. I later graduated from St. Joseph's Post Graduate and 
Research center, Bangalore, India with a Masters degree in 
Microbiology in 2015. 

     I have been involved with the Jesuits and their work from a 
young age and I've always admired the ideologies and the 
spiritual concepts of the society. The way they work is unique 
according to me. It has always been a passion of mine to give 
back rather than to take from society and so, after my M. Sc., 
I was given the opportunity to come work for JC:HEM in Sri 
Lanka. 

     I have completed five months of volunteering this October in 
this beautiful country and have enjoyed every moment of my 
time here. It's been a privilege to teach you students and I 
hope that you will, in return, improve your own community in 
whatever way you can. All the best for your future.

Nino has had the 
unique opportunity 

of serving as a track 
facilitator at both 

Mannar and 
Vavuniya sites.

EDUCATION
Creighton University
Omaha, Nebraska
B.D. Photojournalism 
and Graphic Design

BIRTHPLACE
Minnesota,
United States of America
Grew up in the MN in the 
Midwest part of the U.S.

WORK
Photographer, 
Videographer, Designer
She loves to tell visual 
stories through her art

Kathleen Ambre
VAVUNIYA TRACK FACILITATOR & PHOTOGRAPHER

A t present I am a volunteer teacher at Loyola Campus,   
Vavuniya teaching Computer Applications and English. I 

have been here about four months now, and I have been truly 
grateful for this rare and beautiful experience.
I graduated from Creighton University with a Bachelor's 
degree in Photojournalism and Graphic Design. Aspiring 
writer-photographer, I'm continually working to develop a 
wide range of multimedia skills to tell a story in a visually 
compelling way. 
Brackley once said, "A great story draws us into itself and 
discloses the deeper drama of life. Stories shape us when we 
recognize part of our own story in them."
Over the years, many stories have been unveiled to me; I have 
learned to make myself more susceptible to their impact. 
Through the people I have the pleasure to collaborate with 
professionally, I've learned to articulate the stories of others 
to continue to cultivate my passion for photography and 
design. 

EDUCATION
Lincoln College, 
Oxford University
Currently completing 
her medical degree

HOME
Hurst Green 
Lancashire, UK
Born in Shrewsbury, 
England

WORK
Medical Student,
Oxford
Lucia is a full-time 
student at Oxford

Lucia Turner
VAVUNIYA-MANNAR TRACK FACILITATOR

My name is Lucia Turner. I was born in Shrewsbury, 
England before moving to Stonyhurst in 1999, where 

my Dad still teaches History. 

     We live on the grounds of the school, in a small group 
of houses with other teachers. I am the oldest of eight 
children. Three of us are now at University, but the rest 
are still at home and go to St.Joseph’s Primary School, 
where Mum teaches French, at Stonyhurst. 

     I served as an English teacher at the Mannar site from 
June to August.  I taught English at JC:HEM's Vavuniya site 
from September to October before returning to England. 

     I enjoyed music at school and have continued playing in 
orchestras and singing in choirs at Oxford. I have another 
four years of study there, before qualifying as a doctor.

Lucia enjoying a 
JC:HEM-sponsored 

weekend trip in 
Nuwara Eliya



Weekday English



Renuja Athysesan
ENGLISH: PRE-INTERMEDIATE
I am Renuja. I am from Kovitkulam, Vavuniya. I finished my 
A/L exam this year. I am very keen on going to the university 
and completing my higher education. 
Currently, I am following an English certificate course at 
Loyola Campus. My favourite hobby is reading books. nda 
cuptat la quianis adis Ehendae serum ut ped qui tem quam 

Jenusiya Yogarasa
ENGLISH: PRE-INTERMEDIATE
I am Jenusiya Yogarasa. I live in Maharambaikulam, Vavuniya. 
I was born on 23 April 1995. I am twenty years old. I have only 
two sisters. I finished my A/L exam last year. 
I am currently following an English and Computer Applications 
course at Loyola Campus. My hobbies are reading story books 
and playing computer games. I want to be an accountant.

ENGLISH: PRE-INTERMEDIATE
I am Niyansi. I live in Vavuniya. I study Pre-intermediate 
English at Loyola Campus. My favourite subject is English. I 
have finished my A/L exam this year. 
My hobbies are reading story books and gardening. My 
ambition is to become a teacher.

Kirushanthi  Rajasingam
ENGLISH: PRE-INTERMEDIATE
I am Kirushanthi. I am from Vavuniya. I have done my A/L 
exam this year. Currently I am studying English at Loyola 
Campus. 
I want to become a police officer. My hobby is gardening. I 
love my family very much. I am very happy because Jesus is 
always with me.

Rikanthan Sellathurai
ENGLISH: PRE-INTERMEDIATE
I am Rikanthan. I am nineteen years old. I live in Vavuniya. I 
have only two brothers. I have finished my A/L exam this year. 
I would like to go to university. I like the subject mathematics. 
I studied at Vavuniya Tamil Madhya Maha Vidyalaya. Currently 
I am studying English at Loyola Campus. My hobby is playing 
cricket.

Niyansi Balasuppramaniyam



A Conversation

R. SURUTHIGA
PRE-INTERMEDIATE

Kitty: Hi Cello, how are you?
Cello: Hi Kitty, I’m fine. How are you?
Kitty: I’m fine. Our teachers said 

that we learn many habits from other 
people.
Cello: Really?  Please tell me more 
about that.
Kitty: We learn several good and bad 
habits from the people close to us like 
family, relatives, teachers and friends. 
There are so many habits that humans 
learn this way. How many habits have 
you learnt?
Cello: I have learnt five habits. 
Kitty: Ah! I also have five habits. What 
are your habits?
Cello: Jealousy, anger, deceit, dishonesty 
and hatred.
Kitty: oh. But these five habits stop us 

from doing the best that we can do. 
They stop us from reaching our full 
potential. If we can change these 
habits, then we can fly high in life.
Cello: Yes, I will have to change 
these habits. Then I will be able to 
be better.  Thank you, Kitty.
Kitty: That’s good. But why do people 
get these habits? If they don’t keep 
such habits, they will be happy.
Cello: Yes. Anyway, Let us talk later 
kitty. I will see you in the evening. 
Bye.
Kitty: ok. Bye Cello.

Mother Theresa

B. NIYANSI
PRE-INTERMEDIATE
her untiring efforts, she succeeded in forming a congregation 
of sister whose work has now spread to five continents.
     Mother Teresa was born in Skipje, Albania on August 27th, 
1910 and was named Agnes Gonxa Bejaxhini. She left her 
home at the age of 18 to join the Institute of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in Dublin. She entered the order of the sisters of 
Loveto and she became a geography teacher in a school in 
Calcutta. While travelling on a train on September 10, 1946 
she heard the cries of some sick and helpless people which 
inspired her to help the poor. This experience she described 
as a “call within a call” to help the desperately poor of India. 
     In early 1948, the year she became an Indian citizen, she 
asked permission to leave her convent and sister Agnes 
became Teresa. She moved into the city’s slums and started 
nursing to help the destitute in Calcutta. She donned a 
blue trimmed white saree which later became the uniform 
of her missionaries of Charity founded on October 7th 1950. 
The missionaries of charity now number over 3000 sisters 
of different nationalities who work on five continents. 
They are helped by about 400 brothers and thousands of 
lay volunteers who run 380 hospices, leper colonies and 
orphanages including 160 in India.
     Mother Teresa won many awards for her dedicated work 
in serving the poorest of the poor. She was awarded the first 
John XXIII peace prize in 1968 by Pope John Paul. She was 
honoured with the Jawaharlal Nehru prize for international 

understanding in 1972, the Templeton prize in 1973, the Albert 
Schweize prize in 1975, the Nobel peace prize in 1979 and 
India’s highest civilian decoration a year later.
Mother Teresa died in 1997 at the age of 87 in Calcutta. Mother 
Theresa's homes have spread to 87 countries.

Keys to Success

S. RIKANTHAN
PRE-INTERMEDIATE

"The man who removes a mountain 
begins by carrying away small stones." 
William Faulkner
"Anyone who has never made a mistake 
has never tried anything new." Albert 
Einstein
"How many cares one loses when one 

decides not to be someone."
Coco Chanel
"The roots of education are bitter, but 
the fruit is sweet." Aristotle
"You must be the change you wish to see 
in the world." Mahatma Gandhi
"He that can have patience can have 
what he will." Benjamin Franklin
"Be kind, for everyone you meet us 
fighting a harder battle." Plato
"Life is short, but there is always time 
enough for courtesy." Ralph W. Emerson
"The greatest science in the world, in 
heaven and on earth, is love." 
Mother Teresa

"Don’t practice until you get it right. 
Practice until you can’t get it wrong."
Rikanthan

Friends

Y. JENUSIYA
PRE-INTERMEDIATE

My friends are the 
best,
They are the rest.

They are friendly,
And dressed trendily.

They are wild,
Each is like a child.
Homework is done,
Then we run.

They are so funny,
They are like Honey,
When we go home,
Around the house we 
roam.

     Mother Teresa was internationally 
respected for her work to relieve 
the sufferings of the poor, the sick 
and the dying. She began her work 
by helping the poor of India by bring 
in the dying people from the streets 
into a home, where they could 
die in peace and dignity. She also 
established an orphanage. Through 

D. ALAN
PRE-INTERMEDIATE
     

Friendship
     Sometimes, we have a close friend and we sense that. Souls 
are very closely connected. We know that the connection is above 
time and space. We know that wherever we are in our lives, we will 
always remain friends. 
     Even if we do not see each other for years, we are able to pick 
up right where we left off. This is what people mean when they say 
friends forever.

True 
Friendship

R. KIRUSHANTHI 
PRE-INTERMEDIATE

     Friendship is the best 
relationship in the world! 
Good and true friends are 
God’s gift. But its value is 
very expensive.
     My true friend supports 
me when I’m struggling. 
She puts a smile on my face 
when I worry and helps me 
grow in life.
     My true friend is always 
caring, loving and gives all 
she has. She doesn’t leave 
me alone. She is always 
with me. So, thank you, 
my lovely true friend for 
everything.
     Friendship is very 
important in everyone’s life 
and good and true friends 
stick together till the end. 
So I need this friendship 
forever. 
     I love true friendship!



Abdul Kalam

A. RENUJA
PRE-INTERMEDIATE
1998 Pokhran – II tests in which five nuclear devices were 
detonated in the Rajasthan desert. Although the tests 
resulted in a lot of criticism from other powers, Kalam was 
called a national hero for defeinding his country’s security.
     After leaving office in 2007, Kalam became a visiting 
professor at several universities. He formed the “What 
Can I Give” movement in 2011 with the goal of creating 
a compassionate society. In 2012, his efforts to improve 
healthcare led to the release of a tablet for doctors to use in 
remote areas.
     Kalam has won many awards. He also has honorary 
doctorates from 40 universities. He was granted the 
Padma Bushan (1981), the Padma Vibhushan (1990) and the 
Barat Ratna (1997) – India’s highest civilian awards for his 
contribution in modernizing government defense technology. 
He also wrote several books including his autobiography 
“Wings of Fire” in 1999.
     On July 27th, 2015, Kalam suffered a massive heart attack 
while lecturing at the Indian Institute of Management and 
subsequently died at the age of 83.

     Abdul Kalam was born on October 
15th 1931 in Danush kodi, India. He 
was born into a Muslim family. He 
developed an early fascination by 
watching birds which developed 
into an interest in aeronautics after 
he saw a newspaper article about a 
British fighter plane.
     Kalam was a key figure in the 

Sri Lanka

M. LAKSHANA
PRE-INTERMEDIATE

     Sri Lanka is a beautiful little 
island. It is in the Indian ocean. The 
people of Sri Lanka speak Tamil, 
Sinhala and English. They follow 
Buddhism, Hinduism, Christianity 
and Islamism. The island enjoys a 
tropical climate. There are many 
rivers and mountains in Sri Lanka. 
The Mahaveli is the longest river 
and Pidurutalagala is the highest 

mountain. The population is around 20 
million. Sri Lanka grows tea, coconut, 
rubber and spices.
     Sri Lankan tea is world famous. 
There are lots of wild animals and birds 
in forests. Many tourists visit Sri Lanka 
every year. They visit Sri Lanka for its 
natural beauty and wonderful beaches. 
No wonder, Sri Lanka is described as 
the land of gems and the island of 
delight by foreign writers.
     The capital is Srijayawarrnepurra 
and the commercial capital is Colombo. 
The size of Sri Lanka is 253332 square 
miles. The greater part of the country is 
low lying and flat. The central portion is 
mountainous.
     Kandy and Newara Eliya are the hill 
towns and are big tourist attractions. 
Trincomalee has a world famous natural 
harbor. Anuradhapura and Polanurama 
are popular ancient cities.
     Besides farming, there are a lot of 

cottage industries that keep our 
traditional arts and  crafts alive. Sri 
Lanka is one of the few countries 
known for unity in the diversity.

Daniel Loves the Beach

N. SINTHUJAN
PRE-INTERMEDIATE
so far. The rest of the family gets tired of sitting in the car for 

     Every Saturday, Daniel and his 
family go to the beach. They live far 
from the beach. But once a week, 
the family gets into the car and 
Daniel’s father drives for hours until 
they arrive. Daniel’s family and dog 
love the beach very much. But it is 
a problem to go to the beach every 
week. His father gets tired driving 

so many hours. 
     Daniel’s mother said: “It’s fun at the beach but it takes 
too much time to get there and back.” Daniel, his sister and 
brother are very sad. They want to go to the beach but it’s a 
problem. They go to the swimming pool but it’s not the same 
thing.
     One day, Daniel’s parents came to talk with the kids. They 
said: “We have a problem to go to the beach every week, but 
we love the beach, you love the beach and the dog loves the 
beach so we have a solution. We need to live near the beach!” 
Everyone was very happy! Now they live near the beach and 
go there every day!

Environmental
Pollution

G. SHANMUGA PRIYA
PRE-INTERMEDIATE
     The environment has drawn the 
attention of all the scientists and 

thinkers of the world today. Special 
branches of study and research have 
been set up in countries to deal with 
the menace of environmental pollution. 
Pollution is the greatest threat to 
health and sanitation in the modern 
world.
     Rapid industrialization of nations 
pollutes the air, water, land and noise. 
In this era, air is the most polluted 
by people, factory wastes etc… these 
wastes are blown far away to the 
villages. Village people breathe in this 
polluted air full of dust and chemicals. 
It can cause great problems to them. 
The oxygen layer is destroyed by some 

chemicals. Carbon monoxide is the 
major air pollutant. Large amounts 
of carbon dioxide released into the 
atmosphere causes global warming.
     The presence of unwanted and 
harmful substances in the water is 
called water pollution. The main 
pollutants are human wastes, 
sewage, chemicals from industries, 
pesticides and nuclear wastes. 
Polluted water can lead to diseases 
like cholera, typhoid, diarrheoa 
and toberculosis. Scientific and 
systematic arrangements must be 
made to control the pollution of air, 
land and water.



A Mother is the 
Best Woman in 
the World

Y. JENUSIYA
PRE-INTERMEDIATE

     A mother is the most precious 
person in everyone’s life about 
whom we cannot describe 
completely in words. She is the 
most beautiful and caring person 
in our lives. She always cares every 
moment for our every need without 
any personal intentions. 
     Her love for us is great like the 
ocean. No one loves us like our 
mother; no one is willing to sacrifice 

everything for us like our mother. She 
is always busy with daily chores taking 
care of her family.
     She has lots of responsibilities 
and does them all seemingly without 
getting tired. She is the one whose jobs 
are unlimited without any fixed job 
time. 
     Whatever we give her in return will 
never be enough. However, we can say 
“Thank you” to her and give her lots 
of respect and care. We should always 
love and care for our mother and obey 
her. 
     She always guides us to go ahead on 
the right path and do the right things in 
life. She is our first teacher who teaches 
us at every step of the way. She teaches 
us to always be disciplined and well-
mannered and makes us understand 
our roles and responsibilities towards 
our family, society and country. 
     She makes us strong human beings 
mentally, physically, socially and 
intellectually. She trains us to grow 
socially and intellectually from our 
childhood days.

Happiness

M. DILANI
PRE-INTERMEDIATE

Happiness comes now and then
We cannot be sure just when
But when it’s there enjoy each hour
Because happiness has such power
Joy to you it will bring
Even make someone else sing
What peace of mind happiness can 
show
Making you and others glow

Nurture it, make it last
Forget the troubles of the past
Never fear that it will go
For it could always grow
And then tomorrow there it will be
For happiness can set you free. 



Sr. Subagini Sebamalai
ENGLISH: INTERMEDIATE
I am Sr. Subagini Sebamalai HF. I belong to the religious 
congregation, Holy Family of Bordeaux. Currently I am 
attached to the Holy Family Convent at Rambaikulam in 
Vavuniya. As a young child living in Batticalloa I have been 
displaced a number of times during the war. I have witnessed 
mass exodus of people due to fighting. I have a desire to share 
my life with people who are marginalized and neglected.

Jashica Charles
ENGLISH: INTERMEDIATE
I am Jashica Charles and I am twenty years old. I have a 
twin brother, Jaganrajh. He studies software engineering in 
Colombo. My favourite subjects are English and Biology. I 
love reading English books, listening to music, and watching 
cartoons. Sometimes I fight with my dad and my brother 
over chocolate and TV programmes. My parents are the first 
teachers in my life. I love my family very much.

Derik Sujeevan
ENGLISH: INTERMEDIATE
I am Derik Sujeevan. I was born at Arthikuly in Mannar. 
My father is a farmer and my mother is a teacher. I have a 
brother and a sister. Although I am from a remote village 
in Mannar where there is no public transportation facility, I 
am very happy because our village is a small and nice place 
to live. I love to help my father in the paddy field during my 
holidays. I have a great joy seeing the paddy seeds sprout.

Abirami Sivakumaran
ENGLISH: INTERMEDIATE
I am Abirami Sivakumaran. I am 19 years old. I studied A/L 
at Rambaikulam Girl’s Maha Vidyalaya. I have two elder 
brothers. I like romantic music. My favourite singer is 
Uthara Unnikrishnan. My favourite music director is G.V. 
Prakashkumar. I love dogs. I enjoy the cinema. My hobbies are 
chatting with friends and reading. I am fan of good humour, 
mathematic and history. I want to be a lecturer in the future. 

Naveena Pathmalingam
ENGLISH: INTERMEDIATE
My name is Naveena Pathmalingam. I am 19 years old. I have 
completed my A/L examination. I enjoy watching TV, drawing, 
shopping and going out with my friends. I also play chess 
as a hobby. I am not good at swimming, singing and playing 
tennis. I am shy by nature and my family and friends always 
say that I have to be more talkative.



Love

D. DARSHAYINI
INTERMEDIATE
     Love is the most interesting and 
important thing in human life. Often 
we do not know what love is. Is there 
a way for us to know what love is? 

     The truth is that in our life love 
plays a predominant part. Love makes 
everything simple. 
     Love is like water. Similar to water, 
love does not have a structure. Love will 
be decided by the size of one’s heart. 
     Love is also like the air. We cannot 
live without air. In the same manner, we 
cannot live without love. Love spreads 
throughout the whole world. 
     Love is manifested in many different 
manners: parent’s love, love between 
siblings, love between friends, love of 
children etc. 
     Love is also often manifested in 
different forms like care, concern, 

patience, holiness, hopefulness, 
and understanding. If we have love 
in our heart, our thoughts and 
actions will be without blemish. 
     Love makes miracles happen. 
When love surrounds us there is 
neither death nor destruction. It 
cleanses our heart and makes us 
more worthy to be a human being. 
     Love easily forgives those who 
have wronged us. Also, love lets us 
to forget the bad things about other 
people and does not leave space 
for gossip. Love opens all doors to 
our future, a future full of joy and 
dignity. Love is God, love is life. 

Just Think... 
The Power of Words

B. MARY JOYLENE
INTERMEDIATE
Sometimes we do not want to speak with some people 
because their words do not carry any weight or usefulness. 
     The power of words are mostly reflected in questions 
that use the words such as "who," "when," "why," "what" and 
"how." We should carefully consider the situation in which 
we speak. 
     A famous philosopher W. E. Nories said that we should have 
a good knowledge of three to five important questions that 
begin with "what," "when," "where," "why," "who" and "how." 
Asking oneself these important questions will help us use 
words effectively and will lead to meaningful conversations. 
     Although the words are powerful and our speech is an 
important tool that we possess, we need to use it properly 
to harness its fullest potential. There will be no gain in just 
using words as they come to our mouth. What we speak 
should proceed from our knowledge and wisdom. 
     The thoughts and words that we entertain mirror our mind. 
If we fill our minds with filth and garbage then our words, 
thoughts and conversations will also be full of junk. 
     Words are the sharpest weapon that we have in hand. 
But, we need to know how to use them. As there is a time to 
speak, also there is a time to be silent. So let’s think about 
the power of words.  It will definitely help us to lead a better 
life. 

    Life is a game that must be played. 
The words that come out of our 
mouths have the power to change 
the lives of people around us. 
     We love to speak with some people 
because the words that they use in 
their conversation makes us feel 
happy and encouraged. Sometimes 
we do not want to speak with some 

which makes us energetic and 
refreshed. 
     Walking refreshes our emotions. It 
gives us a chance to see and enjoy the 
world around us. It makes us observe 
the beauty in the world such as the tall 
trees, beautiful gardens, and little birds 
singing which makes our mind relaxed. 
     There is no specific time of season to 
walk. If we go for a walk in the morning 
we can observe nature and admire it 
which brings peace to our minds. 
     If we have a walk in the afternoon 
along a busy city street, we could see 
different kinds of people moving about 
with different intentions which teaches 
us the variety of people in the world. 
     By walking at night along with the 
stars and moon as companions to 
share our feelings, we feel relaxed and 
have a peaceful mind. 
     Likewise, there is no special season 
for walking. We can enjoy the weather 
and also enjoy a walk during any 
season. 
     Walking, which refreshes and 
strengthens the mind and body also 
helps to make us successful and happy. 

Girls are Gods

S. KAVINMOLI
INTERMEDIATE
Girls are the string of the earth
She is the God who creates everyone 
in this world
There are girls who have worked 
hard for the world
And enable others also to work hard
They are clever and brave
Enough to rule this world.

There will be a women behind every 
man’s work and his success
They globalize this world by their 
knowledge and their intelligence
But nobody understands their 
power
And they are kept as slaves
But one day they will be up
And this world will be ruled by a girl.

Walking is 
a Complete 
Exercise

A. YVONNE
INTERMEDIATE
     

    “Walk alone mostly, but if with a 

companion, choose one who knows the 

secret of quiteness. Walk for fun and 

adventure, for health and inspiration. 

When you go for a walk remember 

these words by Elbert Hubbart ‘Carry 

your chin in and the crown of your 

head high.'” -Wilferd Peterson

   Walking exercises our mind. It 
refreshes the brain cells. Walking 
fills the brain cells with oxygen 

My Friends

K. NAVEETHA
INTERMEDIATE
     My family likes my friends. When I have time, I visit the 
houses of my friends. Sometimes, they come to see me at 
my home. 
     There are so many occasions where they have guided 
me. Most often I share my feelings with my friends. At any 
moment they are ready to help me. 
     They are very keen on my studies. They look after me very 
well. They love me and encourage me to do better in life. Also 
they help me to succeed. 
     I love them very much and I like their friendship. I am ever 
thankful to them. 

    I have many friends. They like me 
very much. I like them too. I have a 
number of friends such as Thilaksha, 
Sanu, Risha, Prashanthi, Venuka, 
Saranya etc. We have build a very 
good friendship among ourselves. 
     They were my classmates. We 
studied together during A/L. We 
also play together. We study in a 
group and help each other when 
one does not understand a lesson.      

Intermediate English 
student, Mary Joylene, 
presenting to Mannar 

English students online.



A Dream I Had

M. DIVYASARAH
INTERMEDIATE
warned me to be careful. 
     I dreamt that I was returning from a church festival just 
after sunset. The church was a few miles away from my village. 
I was returning alone and it was getting dark I hurried up. 
     Suddenly, I got scared. I felt as if I had missed the usual 
route. I was walking aimlessly all over, sometimes through 
a lonely spot, sometimes through a railway track and 
sometimes over a rocky area. 
     Suddenly, I came across a deep pit which I could not cross 
so I tries to go by another root. As I did so, a tall, fat and 
dark man, the likes of whom I have not seen before, appeared 
before me and tried to block my way. It looked as though he 
was trying to kidnap me. 
     In fear I cried out aloud and open my eyes to realize that 
I was only dreaming. It was indeed a frightful dream. I had 
never dreamt like that before or since then. 
     Of course this had some sense. There was one fact, I 
hadn’t worn my function dress to the church. In my dream I 
had worn a normal dress. It was the most frightening dream 
of my life.  

     Once I had a dream. I was about ten 
years old. It was a very frightening 
dream and I still remember it. 
     When I woke up early next 
morning, I told my grandfather 
what I had dreamt because my 
grandfather was good at telling me 
the significance of dreams. He told 
me that it was a bad dream and 

Culture of Sri 
Lanka

S. ABIRAMI
INTERMEDIATE
     In Stone Age people lived in caves. 
People wore leaves as their clothes. 
They used stones and sticks as their 
weapons. They made fire by using 
stones. After a period of certain 
progress and development, people 
began using animal skins as their 
clothes. 

     Now in the modern world people’s 
culture has changed. They have 
different kinds of clothes. Different 
religions have different dresses. For 
example, Tamils wear sarees and dhotis; 
Sinhalese wear sarees; Christians wear 
blazers and gowns on special occasions. 
Nowadays, people wear salwars, jeans, 
frocks etc for their daily use. 
     Sri Lankans like festivals. They 
celebrate festivals in their traditional 
way and follow rituals in a correct 
manner. 
     Sri Lankan arts and craft are based 
on religions. We can see the arts in the 
Sri Lankan heritage. For example, we 
can see the Sigiriya pictures.
     Sri Lankan government follows 
Buddhist rituals. But, on special 
occasions, they follow the rituals of 
other religions. 
     So, Sri Lanka is made up of many 

cultures and it is one of the 
countries which follows culture in a 
correct way. 

(Reference from Wikipedia)

Women's Role 
In Society

J. IRANKANI
INTERMEDIATE
     What do you think is the role 
of women in society is? The answer 
to this question may vary from one 
person to another. 
     Anyhow, in today’s world more 
and more women go out to work 
and take up professional careers. 
Many women are not just satisfied 
in only raising their children and 
keeping house. 
     In the past women were expected 
to stay at home and do all the 
household chores, including looking 
after the children. The men had 
to earn enough to run the family 
smoothly. However, this creates 
many problems in their families and 

personal lives. 
     This situation where only males were 
allowed to pursue a career suppressed 
women's aspirations. Nowadays, 
women are expected to earn money 
to support their families. Most of the 
women like to go out to work in order 
to live a wealthy life and stand on 
their own feet. This situation has both 
advantages and disadvantages. 
     As usual, let’s first see the good side. 
Because of the escalating cost of living 
many families need dual incomes. 
Therefore, the income made by women 
provides  decent living conditions to 
those families. 
     Going out to work provides various 
social opportunities for women. It 
often depends on their education 
qualifications and abilities. If they do 
not go out to work, the families might 
not be able to make ends meets. 
     Now let us look at the bad side. As 
the women do not have enough time, 
home affairs are neglected. Employed 
women cannot look after their children 
and elderly members of their families. 
This leaves the country to a greater 
problem. 
     Women working may lead to the 
weakening of the family bond. After all, 

women have to do a lot of work at 
home as well as their offices, which 
is not fair. This makes them mentally 
and physically burnt out. 
     In my own opinion, I think women 
should work, be perfect and they 
need to stand on their own feet. 
But, I don’t believe that they need 
to leave their family and home. 
By working they need to keep the 
house well and raise their children 
to be more intelligent and more 
perfect than them. 
     In a developing country like Sri 
Lanka, it is not only the contribution 
of men that is valued, but women 
too can play a greater role in 
development and social upliftment. 
Women are present in all sectors of 
the economy. 
     We have come across many 
women who have been successful. 
Some of them are Anne Frank, 
Mother Theresa, Billie Gean, Coco 
Chanel, Angela Merkel, Indira 
Gandhi and Marie Curie. 
     As work is part of the human 
life, women need to pursue a career 
and work. Men should support and 
respect their wives.

Students listening to an 
online presentation given 
by their peers in Mannar.



The Flower of 
Friendship

SR. SUBAGINI
INTERMEDIATE
Life is a garden
And friendship is like a flower
That blooms and grow in beauty
With sunshine and shower

And lovely are the blossoms
That are tended with care
By those who work unselfishly
To make the place more fair

And like the garden blossoms
Friendship’s flower grow more sweet
When watched and tendered carefully
By those we know and meet

And like sunshine adds new fragrance
And raindrops play their part
Joy and sadness and new beauty
When there is friendship in the heart

And if the seed of friendship
Is planted deep and true
And watched with understanding
Friendship’s flower will bloom for you

A Series of 
Comedies

C. JASHICA
INTERMEDIATE

Comedy One
Teacher: Can you see God?
Boy: No.
Teacher: Can you touch God?
Boy: No.
Teacher: Then there isn’t a God.
Boy: Okay. Then, sir, can you see your 
brain?
Teacher: No.
Boy: Can you touch it?
Teacher: No.
Boy: Oh! So you don’t have a brain. 

Comedy Two
Teacher: Pappu, tell me the chemical 
formula of water. 
Pappu: H, I, J, K, L, M, N, O.
Teacher: Nonsense! What is this?
Pappu: Madam, you just told me 
that the chemical formula of water 
is H to O. 

Comedy Three
[After English Exam]
Student 1: How was the paper?
Student 2: It was easy. But, question

Comedy Three (Continued)
number five confused me.
Student 1: What was the question?
Student 2: The question asked for the 
past tense form of the verb "Think." 
Although I thought about it, I could not 
recall. I ended up writing "Thinked."

Comedy Four
Peter: Dad, I got 100 marks in school 
today. 
Father: Wow. For which subject did 
you get 100 marks?
Peter: I got 30 marks for Maths, 50 
marks for English and 20 marks for 

science. Altogether I have got 100 
marks. 
Father: If a single teacher cannot 
teach us all the subjects, then, how 
could one expect a single student to 
learn all the subjects?
('Mithran Newspaper,' translation)

Grammar

M. DIVYASARAH
INTERMEDIATE
     The principal saw Thamik and (I/me). Here the pronoun is 
a direct object. So, use a object pronoun. The principal saw 
Thamik and me. Remember always to put yourself last. 

How to Decide Between 'Who' and 'Whom' 
     Who is the subject pronoun. When a sentence or a clause 
needs a subject or predicate, we use "who." For example: Who 
will be watching? Who is the president of the United States?
     "Whom" is an object pronoun. When a sentence needs a 
direct object, indirect object or object of a preposition, use 
"whom." If you really get confused about "who" and "whom," 
try this. In your mind just rewrite the part of the sentence 
that contains "who" or "whom." 
     Instead of "who," use "he." Instead of "whom," use "him." 
See which one sounds better. If "his" sound better, then use 
"whom" in the original sentence. Otherwise, use "who." 
     For example: The boy (who/whom) we chose as class 
president moved to Ohio. Try saying: We chose "he" or we 
chose "him." "Him" sounds better. So, the correct answer is: 
The boy, whom we chose as class president, moved to Ohio. 
     For example: That is the boy (who/whom) moving to Ohio. 

How to Choose the Correct Pronoun: 
Subject or Object Pronoun
     Sometimes people do not know 
whether to use the subject or object 
pronoun in sentences like these:  
My brother and (I/me) went to the 
bookshop.
     Here the pronoun part of the 
subject. So we use the subject 
pronoun: My brother and I went to 
the shop.

Try saying: "He" is moving or "Him" is moving. "He" sounds 
correct. So, the correct answer is: That is the boy who is 
moving to Ohio.



Weekend English





ENGLISH: PRE-INTERMEDIATE
I am Thivera. I am 19 years old. I finished my 
Advanced Level exam this year. I studied at 
Rambaikulam Girls’ Maha Vidyalaya in Vavuniya. 
I followed the biology stream in my advanced 
levels. I want to be a cardiologist in the future. 
I joined Loyola Campus to study English. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed myself here. 
Loyola Campus is great, the people are fantastic 
and the atmosphere is one that makes me actually 
want to go there. I was born and raised up in 
Vavuniya. I am an interesting and fun-loving girl 
with a good sense of humour. I like to do my work 
properly and perfectly. My hobby is watching 
cricket, I really love cricket. 

Prabajini Wales Kumar
ENGLISH: PRE-INTERMEDIATE
I am Prabajiny. I am 19 years old. I am from 
Vavuniya. Currently, I follow an English course at 
Loyola Campus. I studied at Rambaikulam Girls’ 
Maha Vidyalaya in Vavuniya. I have a brother and a 
sister. My grandparents also live with us. 
I am interested in sports. My favourite sport is 
netball. My favourite subjects are science and 
English. My best friend is Kirushanthy. My hobbies 
are collecting picture post cards. One day I want 
to become a laboratory assistant. I love my 
family and friends. I love nature too. I help out my 
parents, especially when someone is sick at home. 
I like to help them in whatever way I can. 

Helan Rabitha 
ENGLISH: PRE-INTERMEDIATE
I am Helan Rabitha Kubenthiran. I am 19 years 
old. I live in Vavuniya. I studied at Rambaikulam 
Girls’ Maha Vidyalaya in Vavuniya. I am a 
commerce student. Currently, I am waiting for the 
GCE Advanced Level exam results. I am following 
an English course in Loyola Campus at the 
moment. 
My favourite colour is orange. My favourite 
subject is accounting. I like to eat string hoppers 
very much. My hobby is watching movies. I want 
to be an accountant. I hope that I will be able to 
become an accountant in the near future. 

Thivera Murukananthan



A Terrible
Accident

A. KAYANTHINI
PRE-INTERMEDIATE

     It all happened 
on a Saturday. It was 
very cold. My mother 
was standing out in 
the balcony watching 
the traffic and I was 
reading a book. While 
I was deeply involved 
in reading the book, I 

heard the faint voice of 
my mother calling me. 
     I rushed to her. She 
pointed out something 
to me. I looked down. I 
saw the traffic block and 
the collision of two cars 
face to face on the road 
below. 
     I quickly put on 
a t-shirt and ran to 
the scene to rescue 
people from the cars. 
Other people too came 
running to help. 
     The driver of one 
of the cars was dead, 
but the other car driver 
seemed to be suffering 
serious  injuries. He was  
breathing hard. We all 
rushed towards him. 
     He was badly 
wounded. We helped 

him to get out of the 
car. He was bleeding 
from head to toe. After 
he was taken from the 
car, they took him to the 
nearest hospital. 
     I stood next to the 
cars and watched along 
with some other people. 
The cars were badly 
damaged. There was a 
lot of blood splashed on 
the road. 
     After some time a 
team of police officers 
arrived and removed the 
dead body of the driver 
and cleared the crowd. 
Then, they began their 
investigation. 
     It was a terrible and 
sad experience. I hope 
the driver will recover 
from his injuries. 

A Blind Girl

W. PRABAJINI
PRE-INTERMEDIATE
     Once there was a blind girl. She 
lived in a town. She was very much 
disturbed in her life. She was blind. 
She hated everyone in the world, 
except her boyfriend. Her boyfriend 
was always with her to help her. 
     The boy wanted to marry her 
although he was blind. But she did not 
want to marry him unless she could 
see the world. The boy was very much 
worried. He was trying his level best 
to satisfy her but she did not want to 
listen to him. So the boy was more 
worried. 
     Finally he came to a decision. One 
day he told her that someone is willing 
to donate a pair of eyes to her. She 
was very much happy that she is going 

to see the world and her boyfriend.  
The boyfriend made all arrangements 
for thee operation. The day before the 
operation, the boy asked the girl, ‘Will 
you marry me after the operation?’ The 
girl said, ‘I will definitely marry you.’ 
The operation was a success. 
     After a week the bandage was 
removed from her eyes. Little by little 
she could see everything. She was very 
much anxious to see her boyfriend. 
After a few days the boy came in front 
of her. He said, Í am your boyfriend’. 
The girls was shocked to see him.  The 

My Favorite 
Teacher

N. KOKILA
PRE-INTERMEDIATE
     My favourite teacher is our 
business studies teacher. She 
looks beautiful and wears a saree 
very well. 
     When she enters the class 
room all would be wishing her 
with great joy. She is very punctual 
and systematic in her teaching. 
When we find it difficult to solve a 
problem, she would help us. She is 
very friendly with all of us and her 
colleagues in the school. 

boy came to see thee girl with the help 
of another person. Then she asked, 
‘Are you my boyfriend?’ The boy said, 
‘Yes. I am. Cannot you make me out 
of my voice? The girl asked the same 
question again and again. 
     She could not believe what was 
unfolding in front of her eyes. Those 
who were present there related the 
real story to her. After listening to 
them thee girl said, ‘I do not want to 
marry a blind boy.’ The boy war terrible 
worried. He cried. With disgust he went 
off. 

My School 
Life

V. VAISHNAVI
PRE-INTERMEDIATE

     Generally a candle 
dispels the darkness 
around. We take a candle 
to lighten up the places 
that are dark and in need 
of light. 
     The school that I attended 
till my A/L too has a motto 
which is about lighting the 

world and removing the 
darkness from the world. 
     As a mother protects 
her children under her 
protection, whoever enters 
my school will always be 
nourished by the light 
that is radiated.My school 
is different from other 
schools and I love my 
school. 
     The former principle 
of the school, Rev. Sr 
Jude Madutheen can 
manage conflicts and take 
challenges and has the 
ability to check students’ 
and teachers’ behaviors. 
She checks our mistakes 
and gives us solutions to 
improve them. 
     My principle is sp kind, 
compassionate and good. 
She maintains a good 

relationship between 
teachers and students. 
Therefore in those days, 
teachers and students had 
a good relationship with 
each other. 
     I have fabulous teachers 
at my school. They 
observed my behavior, 
taught their subjects well 
and also imparted good 
morals and values. 
     School is very much 
a social place where I 
learnt to differentiate 
between right and wrong. 
Punctuality, dutifulness 
and respect to my elders 
and friends were some of 
the morals taught to me. 
     I never felt like we were 
from different backgrounds. 
In fact, for many students 
I interacted with, gaining 

the acceptance of peers 
was more important than 
classroom learning and 
achievements.    
     We celebrate our school’s 
functions such as founder 
say, anniversary day, 
children’s day, teacher’s 
day and school annual 
sport’s day by providing a 
lot of opportunities for the 
development of student’s 
talents and abilities. 
     I took part in most of 
these activities. In addition 
to these functions we 
had tournament, cultural 
shows, competitions and 
picnics. 
     I am very thankful to my 
principal and teachers who 
shaped my character. I am 
proud to have belonged to 
such a worthy school. 
 

Pre-intermediate weekend English 
student, Vaishnavi,  looking up a new 
vocabulary word in her English 
dictionary.



Networking

T. MUJEEFA
PRE-INTERMEDIATE
     A computer network is 
a group of interconnected 
computers that are able to 
communicate with another 
and share data, files, 
programmes and operations. 
     The computers in a 
network are connected 
through hardware and 
software. Hardware like 
network cables and routers 
are what physically connects 
a computer to the network. 
Then the software enables 
people to use the hardware 
for communication.
     There are lots of advantages 
of networking like resource 
sharing, communication, and 
collaboration.

K. VENUKA
PRE-INTERMEDIATE
   English is an important 
language all over the 
world. It is an international 
language. English, as you 
and I know has become a 
powerful language in the 
world today. 
     It is spoken as the 
mother tongue in many 
countries around the 
globe. In Sri Lanka English 
is spoken as a second 
language. Without a 

proper knowledge of 
English it is very difficult 
to function in our societies 
today. 
     As it was earlier status, 
English is an international 
language. English enable 
us to keep ourselves 
updated on the current 
happenings around the 
world. Many of the courses 
that are offered today use 
English as the medium of 
instruction. 
     If anyone wants to 
follow a course, one 
should know English very 
well. If one wishes to visit 
another country, one 
should compulsorily know 
English. 
     Knowledge of English 
makes us confident in 
travelling and meeting 
different people. So we 
need to be serious about 
our studies in English. 
     Today majority of books 

are written in English. 
Being unable to read and 
understand English makes 
us alien to the wealth 
of knowledge provided 
in these latest books. If 
we want to improve our 
knowledge of English, we 
need to read many books. 
     We should speak in 
English at school and 
other public places. It will 
help us to improve our 
English speech. 

The
Importance
of English

Mother Theresa

V. DINA NIRUSHANA
PRE-INTERMEDIATE
     Mother Theresa was internationally 
respected for her work to relieve the 
sufferings of the poor, sick, and dying. 
     She brought them from streets into 
a home where they could peacefully 
live and die with dignity. She also 
established orphanages. Through her 
untiring efforts she succeeded forming 
the congregation of sisters whose work 
has now spread to five continents. 
     Mother Theresa was born in Skipje, 
Albania, on 27 August 1910 and was 
named Agnes Gonxha Bejaxhini. She 

left her home at the age of 18 to join 
thee Institute of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary in Dublin. She entered the order 
of the sisters of Our Lady of Loreto. 
She became a geography teacher in a 
school in Calcutta. 
     While travelling on a train on 10 
September, 1946, she heard the cries of 
some sick and helpless people which 
inspired her to help the poor. This 
experience she described as a ‘Call 
within a call’ to help the desperate and 
marginalized people in India. 
     Mother Theresa won many 
awards for her dedicated work in 
serving the poor. She was awarded 
the first John XXIII peace prise in 
1968, the Jawaharlal Nehru prize for 
International Understanding in 1972, 
the Pempleton prize in 1973, the Albert 
Schweitzeer prize in 1975, and the 
Nobel Peace prize in 1979. 
     Mother Theresa died in 1997 at the 
age of 87. She died in Kolkata, the city 

that had inspired her to establish the 
Missionaries of Charity Order. 

Not Pictured



Weekday Computer



Gobithan Ganesh
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS: WEEKDAY
I'm Gobithan. I was born in Vavuniya. I'm 19 years old. I'm Hindu. 
My father's name is Ganeshanthurai. My mother's name is 
VIijayakumari. I have two brothers. My brother is a nurse. I have 
finished my A/L examination this year. I am following English 
and Computer at Loyola Campus (JC:HEM). My favorite game 
is football. My favorite player is Ronaldo. My favorite hobby is 
drawing. My favorite place is London. I want to be a pilot.

Jashica Charles
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS: WEEKDAY
I am Jashica Charles and I am twenty years old. I have a twin 
brother, Jaganrajh. He studies software engineering in Colombo. 
My favourite subjects are English and Biology. I love reading 
English books, listening to music, and watching cartoons. 
Sometimes I fight with my dad and my brother over chocolate 
and TV programmes. My parents are the first teachers in my life. 
I love my family very much.

Derik Sujeevan
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS: WEEKDAY
I am Derik Sujeevan. I was born at Arthikuly in Mannar. My 
father is a farmer and my mother is a teacher. I have a brother 
and a sister. Although I am from a remote village in Mannar 
where there is no public transportation facility, I am very 
happy because our village is a small and nice place to live. I 
love to help my father in the paddy field during my holidays. I 
have a great joy seeing the paddy seeds sprout.

Jenusiya Yogarasa
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS: WEEKDAY
I am Jenusiya Yogarasa. I live in Maharambaikulam, Vavuniya. I 
was born on 23 April 1995. I am twenty years old. I have only two 
sisters. I finished my A/L exam last year. 
I am currently following an English and a Computer Applications 
course at Loyola Campus. My hobbies are reading story books 
and playing computer games. I want to be an accountant 
someday.

Alan Donald
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS: WEEKDAY
I am Alan Donald. I’m from Mannar. I am 19 years old.  I am 
studying  at   JC:HEM Loyola Campus in Vavuniya.  My father’s 
name is  Pathinathan. My mother’s name is Acnase.  I have two 
brothers and three sisters. My date of birth is 1996/05/22.   My 
favorite  actor  is Suriya.   My talents are playing  football  and  
studying. I want  to be an accountant.



Anusha Anton
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS: WEEKDAY
I’m from Vavuniya. I’m 20 years old  I was born on April  29th  
1995. My father’s name is Anton Reginod,  he is a business 
man. My mother’s name is Malar she is a house wife. I have 
one brother and one sister. I am studying at JC:HEM Loyola 
Campus, in Vavuniya. I am good at maths. My favorite actor is 
Surya. My hobbies are playing  volleyball, reading books, and 
watching movies. In my future, I want to be a teacher.

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS: WEEKDAY
I am Divya Sarah. I sat for the G.C.E Advance level examination 
in August 2015. My father is a principal. My mother is a teacher. 
I have a brother, he is working at HSBC Bank. I am interested 
in dancing and drawing. I'm keen on communicating with 
people. I have planned to start my carrier just after my A/L  
exameto become a top-motch professional and obtain a 
degree in business at the open university.

Divyasarah Mareayanayakam





Weekend Computer



Thanika Vijayakumar
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS: WEEKEND
I am Thanika Vijayakumar. I am from Jaffna. I am 28 years 
old. I am working at On Line Printers. I am studying at 
JC:HEM Loyala Campus in Vavuniya. 
My father’s name is Vijayakumar. My mother’s name is 
Ariyavathani. I have four sisters. My father is a business 
man and my mother is a housewife. 
My leisure time activities are watching discovery channel 
and watching movies. My talents are playing netball.

Shamroshan Selvaraj
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS: WEEKEND
I’m Shamroshan. I’m living in Vavuniya. I’m studying 
Intermediate English and Computer Applications at JC:HEM 
Loyola Campus in Vavuniya. I’m 19 years old. 
My father’s name is Peterselvarajh.My mother’s name is 
Thisaranjika. I have a brother and one sister, I’m the elder 
child in my home. 
My date of birth is 1996/10/23. I like to listen to songs. My 
talents are playing football and studying I like racing cars. I 
want to be a doctors someday.

Nalini  Kishokumar
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS: WEEKEND
I am Nalini Kishokumar. I am from Jaffna. I am a science 
teacher at Vavuniya Hindu College. My father is an 
Education Director. His name is Mary Joseph Antony. My 
mother is a principal at J/Delft Maha vidyalayam. I have 
two brothers and only one sister. My elder brother lives in 
London. My younger brother lives in Jaffna and he is also 
a science teacher there. My sister lives in France. I have 
two chidren. My hobbies are home gardening and reading 
books.I love trees and flowers very much. My talents are 
playing net ball and playing chess.

Seynthan Ganesh
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS: WEEKEND
I am Seynthan Ganesh. I was born in Jaffna. I am 22 years 
old. I'm Hindu. My father's name is Ganeshanthurai. My 
mother's name is VIijayakumari. I have two brothers. I am 
currently working as a nurse at JR Medic Clinic. 
I am following a Computer Applications course at Loyola 
Campus (JC:HEM). My favorite game is football. I enjoy 
drawing, singing, listening to music, and spending time with 
my friends.




